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PREFACE. 



A LTHOUGH this little book is built apon different 
lines to those upon which Mr. Jeaffreson's amus- 
ing '' Book about Doctors " is constructed, I think it 
necessary to state, that I have not seen that work 
since it was first published in 1860. If I have referred 
to it on one or, it may be, on two occasions, the reference 
has been taken from notes preserved since that time. 

Within the definition of " Quackery " I have included 
the so-called "Miracles" at Lourdes, and the clumsy 
tricks of those who make a living by the pretence of 
calling '' spirits, from the vasty deep." But it must 
not be supposed from this circumstance that I place 
both on the same platform. Both owe their origin to 
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Euperstidon ; but the advocate of the one is a respect- 
able Catholic clergyman ; while the principal supporter 
oF the other is a clumsy showm&n, whose primnvy 
object is lo make money. If I have dealt uUBparingly 
with tbe firat, it ia because a distinct challeage to dis- 
prove the reality of theee "Modem Miraolee" has been 
ofTered, and for no other reason. For religions bigotry 
and intolerance I have no sympathy, and I do not 
conceal from myself the fact that the belief in the 
reality of " Modem Miracles '' ia with many — perhaps 
the larger proportion of the Catholic clergy, a matter 
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CHAPTER L 



PHTSICIAN AND CHIBUBGEON. 

In the Benedictine convents of Salemum and Monte 
CasinOy as early as the sixth century^ the caxo 
of the sick was enjoined as a work of piety ; and 
there diseases were treated, not, indeed, with any 
medical knowledge, but by means of prayers, con- 
jurations and the exposition or application of relics, 
which appealed to the imagination and superstition 
of the sick, and probably assisted in some degree 

the beneficent efforts of nature to restore her 

1 
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equilibrium. In the ninth century, books were 
written by Berthier, Abb^ of the convent of 
Monte Caaino, and others. The convents we have 
named practically acquired a reputation as schools of 
medicine, and students as well as sufferers of all 
kinds resorted thither from distant parts. Towards 
the eleventh century, by translations from the 
Arabic into Latin of portions of Galen and other 
Qreek and Arabic medical authors, science and 
the use of natural remedies gradually began — aa 
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The Jews^ however, at this time also practised 
physic by the aid of copies of the ancient authors, 
which they are said to have preserved and studied. 
They were patronised by crowned heads and other 
men of rank and influence, who were bold enough 
to invoke their assistance in the face of the 
Church's express^ prohibition. This led, of course, 
to persecution. By the authority of popes and 
councils, it was enacted, by the canon law, that 
no Jew could be a physician, and formal excom- 
tnanication was obtainable against those who ven- 
tured to seek their aid. These laws were stringently 
enforced against offenders, unless their position 
were strong enough to resist such anathemas and 
prohibitions. It may be gleaned from various 
sources that the principles and practice of these 
Hebrew physicians were of a far higher order than 
those of their rivals and persecutors; but, in 
common with all other sources of light and truth, 
the records of their practice were trampled under 
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foot ood destroyed, to build np more surely the 
authority of bigotry, igoonmce, and supentition. 

Ifc was, however, enjoined by Benedict IX. and 
Urban II. in the eleventh century, that the clerical 
physicians should confine their practice vntkin 
the walls of their respective moDasteries. But- 
having transgressed these orders, decrees were re> 
peatedly promulgated, forbidding the prelates, a/rek- 
deacona, and other euperior clergy &om engaging 
' in the practice of any part of medicine ; and to 
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circumstanoe the barber craft or barber-ohimrgeon 
moet probably derived its origin. By these means, 
in the interval between the twelfth and sixteenth 
centimes, all eatemal wounds, injuries, and ail- 
ments were separated firom the office of the 

a 

physician proper; whilst internal diseases, whose 
existence or removal was less easily detected, 
remained, during this period, the exclusive province 
of the priest-physician. 

The medical statutes of Henry the Eighth's reign 
throw a very curious light upon the state of 
medicine and surgery in England during the six- 
teenth century; and we shaU refer to them, not 
only for that reason, but principally because they 
have been so curiously misquoted and so trans- 
parently misunderstood in some of the books in 
which we find them referred to. The statute of 
the third year of Henry the Eighth, cap. 11 
[1511], shows us the necessity of legislative inter- 
ference. It states that ''the science and cunning 
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of physic and surge ly (to the perfect knowledge 
whereof be requisite great leaming and ripe ex- 
perience) were [then] daily . . . exercised by a 
gi-eat multitude of igaorant persons, of whom the 
greater part had no manner of insight in the same, 
nor in any other kind of learning; some also ca-i 
[con] no letters on the book, so far forth that 
common artificers, as smiths, weavers, and women, 
. . . accustomably take upon them great cures, and 
tilings of great difficulty, in which they partli/ iiss 
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he be first approved, and admitted by the Bishop 
of London, or • • . Dean of St Paul's for the time 
being, calling to him • . . four doctors of physic, 
and for surgery other expert persons in that 
fiumlty." Any unqualified person practising as a 
physician or surgeon was Uable for every month 
he so practised to the penalty therein mentioned. 
Outside the boundaries of the City, and precincts 
of seven miles, persons practising as physicians 
and surgeons were to be examined and approved 
by the Bishop of the diocese or other persons in 
the manner therein set forth. 

This statute really did more harm than good. 
If there were, as we shall (in a later chapter) see 
that there were, many quacks and dangerously 
incompetent persons dabbling in physic and sur- 
gery, there were, on the other hand, a number of 
charitable persons of both sexes, skilled in the 
knowledge of herbs, roots, and waters, who at- 
tended the sick and afficted poor, "only," aa a 
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later statute recites, " for neighbourhood and God's 
sake, and of pity and charity," and nob for any 
sort of fee, or reward. These charitable persons 
the chirurgeons prosecuted as pretenders under the 
Act. But the professional gentlemen acted the part 
of the dog in the manger; for they would neither 
attend the sick poor themselves, nor would they 
aUciW these good and charitable folk to help them. 
The consei^uence of thi^ sel£sh conduct was lament- 
able ; and we are told by a statute passed more 
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The recital to the Becond section is very fiur from 
flattering to the chirorgeons of the period • It 
Btatesi that^ "although the most part of the 
persons of the craft of chirorgeons had small 
cunning^ yet they would take great sums of money, 
and do lUUe therefore, by reason whereof they 
oftentimes impaired and hurt their patients, instead 
of doing them [any] good." In consequence of the 
facts we have stated, the statute provided that 
from thenceforth it should be lawful for every 
person, "having a knowledge • • . of the nature 
of herbs^ roots, and waters, or of the operation of 
the same • • • to . . • use and minister to any out- 
ward sore, uncome [ulcerous swdling], wound, 
apostemations [vmjposthum^es], outward swelling ^r 
disease^ any herb or herbs^ ointments^ baths, pultess, 
and oomplaisters . • • or drinks for the stone, 
strangury or agues," without being liable to prose- 
cution or penalty under the statute of the third 
year of the King's reign. This was not only 
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tlirowing the door wide open, which had been 
closed by the former Act, but it amounted to a 
statement on the part of the framers of the 
statute, and of the legislature, that many of the 
cbirurgeoDB were so unskilled in their art, that it 
waa better that it should be thrown open, even at 
the risk of admitting quacka at the portal. 

The influence of the learned Thomafl Linacre, 
with that of others exerted through Cardinal 
Wolsey, obtained from Henry the celebrated charter 
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Bion of medicine as well throughout England, as 
in London and its precincts. 

The only other Act remaining to complete our 
survey is the well-known statute of the thirty- 
second year of Henry VIII. cap. 42 [1540], by 
which the barbers and surgeons of London, there- 
tofore, "two several and distinct companies of 
surgeons/' were made one company and incor- 
porated; the third section, however, providing that 
no person in *^ the City of London, suburbs, . . . 
and one mile compass of the said city, • • • [then 
or thereafter] using barbery or shaving • . • should 
occupy any surgery, letting of blood, or any other 
thing belonging to surgery, drarving of teeth only 
excepted." 

This Act affords incontestable evidence that 
between the barbers and the surgeons of this 
period there was ''much of a muchness." Mr. 
Timbs, in his collection of Ana, which he 
styles '* Doctors and Patients,*' opines that the 



DOCTOas AND DOOrOES. 



bai'beiB were " cODsidered the most respectable of 
the new guild," because of " their adoptiug, etad 
petitioning to be distinguished by, the style aod 
title of the mystery of barbers." If, however, Mr. 
Timbs had looked into hia Johnson, he would 
have found the third meaning of " mystery," thus 
given by that very learned authority ; " A trade ; 
a calling; in this sense it should, according to War- 
burton, be written mistery, from [the French word] 
viesticr, a trade," in which sense we may further 
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iMrning, yea^ and know almost no part of 
Anatomy (which is most necessary for a chymr- 
geon); cannot scarce heale a green, wound, and 
some there be that can scant let a man blood 
(which is a handsome and pretty feat, and yet 
not so hard a thing to be done). Nor will apply 
a Tentose, call^ otherwise a cupping glasse, unless 
they put the man to pain and trouble. There 
be some that esteem themselves so well exercised 
and perfect in the art, that they think that no 
cure can come amisse to them : they will enter- 
prize and take in hand all manner of cures, be 
they never so hard or incurable : for they have 
fear of nothing, but rashly goe to work in all 
things. They will cut^ they will launce, they will 
cauterise (which they call searing with a hot 
burning iron), they will cut off a leg or an arme 
of the body, they will use corrosives that shall 
pierce even unto the hard bones, and they will 
make an issue almost for every trifle, and for 
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every disease, without considering the eircum- 
atances of the whole matter, nor weighing the 
strength, the age, and the complexion of the 
body, besides many other things that are greatly 
to be considered in such cases. And possible it 
is many times that the patient hath need of 
some inward medicine, which the chyrurgeon 
can, nor may well give, without the Pbysitians 
counsel!." 

Although much of this was doubtless true, some 
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lished in 1577, when English books were rare, 
his ''Profitable Treatise on the Anatomy of Mans 
Body;" and that the study of anatomy as well 
as of other science was not neglected by lights 
of lesser magnitude, is proved by the advice given 
by ''John Halle/' a chirurgeon practising at Maid- 
stone in 1565, who thus insists on the importance 
in surgery of general, as well as of professional 
knowledge : — 

"Not only in ch y r ur gc r ie, 

Thou oughtest to be experte^ 
But alBo in ABtronoinye, 
Both privye and aperte. 

"In Natural! Philosophye, 

Thy studye should be bente; 
To know eche herbe, Bhrubbe, roote, and tree. 
Must be thy good intente. 

*'£ache beaste and foule, wyth worme and fiahe. 
And all that beareth lyfe; 
Their vertuee and their natures bothe, 
With thee oughte to be rife. 

'■But chieflye the anatomye, 
Ye oughte to understande ; 
If ye will eure well anythinge^ 
That ye doe take in hande. 
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" For "bf the Bomn abova the rest. 
Ye Bhall greute bme deserve ; 
The life of num frum muiy streighUOi 
To uve and well preeerre. 

"Withaute the knowlege of which arte, 
Thau casate Dot cLose but erre -. 
In all that thou shalte goe abuiile, 
Th; knowledge tu pieferTiL 

" Aa if je catto or caut«riM, 



Without uiatomTe. 

'■Ho is no true chirurgien, 

That can not ebewe b; arte, 

The nature of everje member 

Eehe ffora other 
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deed, an odd fellowship, judged by the light of 
the nineteenth century; but, at the time of the 
incorporation, as we have said, there was ''much 
of a muchness." As the chirurgeon ascended the 
ladder of knowledge and experience, the barber, or 
barber-chirurgeon as he now called himself, seems 
to have remained very much as the Act had found 
him. The ignorance and incompetency of the 
gentlemen of the "mystery" was a favourite sub- 
ject of comment with the skilled chirurgeon of 
succeeding reigns. Many strange examples are 
given by Sir Richard Wiseman, Sergeant Surgeon 
to Charles U., 1676. Here is one of them. "A 
young fellow who was servant to a horse courser, 
was thrown off his horse against some of the barrs 
in Smithfield, whereby the calvaria or hairy scalp 
was torn up from the coronal suture to the tem- 
porall muscle on the lefl side; the skull was bared 
about two or three inches in breadth. He was 

led to the next barber, who cut the piece off^ and 

2 
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hanged -it up in his shop. Tlie day after the 
patient was brought to me," says Wiaemim, "I 
caused the hair to be shav'd off from above the 
wound, and dreas'd the bone and lips with Uni- 
raentiirn, arcei warm, and embrocated the parts 
about cum ol. rosarum and cliiilomfli, and apply'd 
empl(ist}'U7n ebolo over the wound, with compress 
and bandage rowling up his head. Se had been 
let blood ike day before [by the barber], wUhaxU 
consideration of the great quantity he luid lost 
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as any Red Indian savage could have effected the 
process. 

Daniel Turner, chirurgeon (writing in 1695), says 
that some of these men, in addition to their poUa 
and " frame of porringers," ** had the impudence/' 
as he terms it^ to hang the arms of the surgeons 
outside their shops. The little knowledge he 
had, the barber-chirurgeon of this period picked 
up in a very hap-hazard fashion. He was first a 
barber's apprentice; then he went, perhaps, to sca^ 
and became, after his first or second voyage, with- 
out difficulty, a suigeon'is mate, starting afterwards 
in business on his own account. As a barber- 
chirurgeon he discoursed, we are told, learnedly 
of "firactures, dislocations^ gangreans, mortifications 
and amputations." Turner would have us under- 
stand that as regards suigical knowledge "the sea 
professor and the town pretending barber" stood 
very much on a par. He is anxious at the same 
time that we shall not confound either the barber 
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or this " sea professor " with the orthodox naval 
practitioner of the time. " I would not be thought 
herein," he says, "by any means to reflect on those 
legal and ingenious practitioners employ 'd in his 
Majesty's Naval Service, hut what I have spoken 
hereto is on account of tho great abuses committed 
by those shameless intruders on the practise, who 
by making frietida to the supervisera have clan- 
destinely procur'd the titles of cfiyrurgeoTis matea, 
to the no small detriment and personal dama^ 
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the thorax, reply'd, be had never seen such a 
thing in his life. Being further question'd, if he 
knew where the said part, viz., the thorax was 
situate in a humane body, he as ignorantly pointed 
to the hypogastrick region of the abdomen, and 
might (according to his judgment), as well have 
shown the palm of his hand : yet this person, as 
I am credibly informed, quickly after obtained his 
desire, and got off to sea," in other words, ob- 
tained the appointment for which he was so utterly 
unfitted. 

Turner gives numerous cases in illustration of 
the ignorance of these fellows, the following is one : 
"A certain noted sea practitioner had, some time 
since, a patient here on shore who was afflicted 
with a malign Paronichia 'JwhiUow] on his finger, 
whidi he treated so 'long with suppuratives that 
the ligaments were corrupt, and the bone carious ; 
at length there happening a spontaneous discharge 
of pus, the sinuosity was dilated^ and the bone 
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demiJ&ted for exfuliation. Now to recover his 
former negligence in Bufiering the malignity to lye 
so long conceal'd, he ks prcjadicially drest the 
patient with Basili/:on and Oyl of ffj/perlcon, laid 
immediately on the bone, whereby the putrefaction 
and carieB encreas'd, a large fungus thrust out, and, 
aFter all, there was a necesaity for amputation, 
which was speedily perform'd." Gross ignorance 
of this sort, Turner adds, was by no means an 
expeii€ 
He relates that on one occasion he bled a patient 
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turgid, as the tendon of the biceps** after some 
besitation expressed his opinion that " this was cer- 
t^nly the vein, but it lay so very deep as made 
him fearful be should not pierce it." After the 
neck-or-nothing fSEtsbion of his tribe, however, he 
boldly pluDged in his weapon^ and had not Provi- 
dence interposed, would undoubtedly have made 
a breach in the tendon which would have been 
beyond his skill, and probably beyond the skill 
of any other operator, to repair. 

Our only object of course in mentioning these 
cases is to give a practical idea of the shocking 
ignorance of these barber-chirurgeons of old. The 
provision in the Act that a person practising 
" barbary " or shaving should not let blood or 
practise surgery, had been long openly and scanda- 
lously evaded; but it was not until 1745 that the 
odd co-partnership between the barbers and surgeons 
was severed by the statute 18th Qeorge II., cap. 15, 
such Act providing that " the art and science of 
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Burgery " could no longer bo practised by the 
comp&ny of barbers. 

The portrait giveo ub by John Earle of tLe 
physician of his time — of the reigns, Malt, is to say, 
of Elizabeth and James L — like many other sup- 
posed portraits drawn by himself and the teamed 
Sir Thomas Overbury, is simply a caricature, and 
nothing more. The learned gentleman, according 
to our authority, was " distinguisht from an 
Empiricke " only " by his round velvet cap and 
I)octor'a gowne. . . . Sworne to Oalen and Hip 
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respects a learned scholar and a gentleman. Take 
lanacre (1460-1524) by way of example. Linacre, 
besides his medical translations, wrote on mathe- 
matics and grammar. Of his translation of Qalen, 
Erasmus spoke in the highest terms of praise; 
and when writing to a Mend to whom he was 
sending a copy, he said, **! present you with the 
works of Galen, now, by the help of Linacre, 
speakvng better Latin tha/n they ever before spoke 
Oreekr 

At the time John Earle wrote his so-called 
^ Cosmographie/' or series of satirical sketches, to 
whidi we have referred, it was the almost uni- 
versal practice of the intending physician to com- 
mence his classical studies at Oxford or Cambridge, 
after which he went on the Continent for the 
purpose of prosecuting a purely professional train- 
ing at the great medical schools of Montpellier and 
Padua. It was at Padua that Fabricius ab Ac- 
quapendente, the professor of anatomy at the dose 
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of the sizteeDth century,* drew the speciBl atten- 
tion of William Harvey to the existence of valves 
in all the veins of the body, and thus set the mind 
of his pupil on those inquiries which ended in hia 
imperishable fame. It was at Padua that Harvey 
took his doctor's degree in 1602. The same year 
he returned to England, and having agun graduated 
at Cambridge (where be bad previously been in 
1593), settled in the practice c^ his profes^on in 
London. 

Sir Thomas Browne, the celebrated author of the 
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wards known as Pembroke College, Oxford After 
taking his M.A. degree, he tamed his studies to 
physic; and to complete his medical education^ 
prosecated his tnuning at Montpellier and Padua, 
and afterwards proceeded to the University of 
Leyden, where he took his doctor's degree. Thomas 
Sydenham (1624-89), sometimes called the English 
Hippocrates, after being elected a feUow of All 
Souls' College, and remaining some time at Oxford 
studying his profession, took his doctor's degree at 
Cambridge. On leaving the English Universities 
he travelled to Montpellier, at that time the most 
celebrated school of physic in Europe, in quest of 
further experience; and in 1663, when in his 
fortieth year, and after being long known as a 
practitioner^ was admitted a member of the College 
of Physicians in London. 

That this was the established routine is shown 
OS, not only by the biographies of the learned 
physicians of the fifteenth, sixteenth, and seven- 
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teenth c«nturieB, but by k medioal writer of 1670. 
The author of the "Aceomplisbt Fbyncion," writii^ 
in that year, ivcoiniaends the stodent in phym; 
after a certain course of stuc^ at home, to tiarcl 
for the purpose of acquiring a knowledge of finvign 
practice. At Paris, for instance, he would vimt 
every day for a year the hospitals of "I'Hoetd 
Dieu and La Chuit£&" Here, twice a weak, he 
would meet with M. Janot, the most calebntad 
surgeon of the age, and see how he performed the 
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aspire to a d^ree of Doctor in Physic, which the 

fiuoie of the place should persuade him to take here, 

being the Imperial University for Physic of all 

others in the world, and where Physicians [are 

expected to] pass a very exact scrutiny and severe 

» 

test" From thrice, our authority recommends him 

to go on to Bologoa, and pass three months at 
the hospital there. Last of all, ''our doctor must 
not neglect to extract something . . . out of the 
eminentest practitioners at Home," frequenting the 
^ three renown'd hospitals of San Spirito in i\ie 
Vatican, San Giovanni Laterano on the Mount 
Celio, and San Qiaoomo di Augusta in the Valley 
Martia^" besides others whose names are also 
given. 

And yet this was the learned gentleman of whom 
CSaptain Alexander Baddiffe, following the example 
of his predecessor, Earle, wrote, during the seven- 
teenth century, the following lines, which Dryden, 
in his well-known contempt and dislike for the 
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&cuUy, haa thought fit to preserve in hia curiooi 
" Miscellany " oollection : — 

" 'HoDgat ^Ided booki on BhalTo you a^aeen 
Old QoUk (uid Hippocrata, 
For lucb laini'd H«a (■•; you) u than 

Illitickle. 
Tho' Kkat Atg wert you eaniut tdl, 
Giuita thiy might hxTO been u wall, 
Or tvo Arch-Angeli, Qahrid 

And Mkk'a.' 

TIi« practitioners of medicine, bowers, laboured 

tinder special disadvantages. They were groping 

their way in the darkness through a r^on with 
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OTents depeneiing on these astral influenoes; 
and hence it came to pass that, among the acquire- 
ments of the physicians of the time of Elizabeth 
and her successor, a knowledge of '^ astrology" was 
deemed absolutely necessary. Medicfos sine cceli 
peritid nihil est was the dogma of the schools. 
In Qoodall's '^ History of the Boyal College of 
Physicians,'* we find, at the examination of a 
candidate of James I/s .reign, the following learned 
question and equally learned answer: — 

" Being asked in astrology what house he looked 
into to know [the nature of] a disease, or the 
event of it, and how the Lord ascendant should 
stand thereto f he answereth^ he looks to the sixth 
house; which being disproved, he saith, he under- 
stands nothing therein but what he hath out of 
Caliman ; and being asked what books he hath read 
in the art, he hath [read] none but Calimaa" 

The astrological acquirements or pretensions of 
the physician of his time are referred to by 
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Ben Jonson in hU Staple of News [1025], 
Act IV., Sc 4 :— 

" The doctor Iiwo . . . 
When he (tiscoimeth of diaaectian. 
Or »ny point of unatomj ; that ho tells you 
Of Ten* CBTB and of vena porti, 
The mcemricka and tlia mexenteriuin : 
What does be elae but out I or if he run 
To hia /adieial AttmUigy, 

And trowl the Trine, the Quartilt, nod the SextS«, 
Ptaiit aipeet, and Partide, with hii Hfltg, 
Or A IdmeKoden, Oittpa, and Iloroteope ; 
Does not he cant ? Who here does understand him t " 




CHAPTER n. 

THE GREAT PHTSICIAK-APOTHECABT WAS. 

Thb froDtispiece to ^The Doctors Dispensatory/' 
published in 1657| pictorially represents the dis- 
tinct duties of the physician and the apothecary: 
the one to counsel, advise, and prescribe for 
patients; the other to make up or dispense for 
the physician the medicines contained in his *' pre- 
script." The frontispiece is divided into two por- 
tions. The first shows us two friends who have 
come to consult a physician. The learned gentle- 
man wears his round velvet cap and doctor's gown« 
the then distinctive professional dress of his order, 
and holds up to the light a bottle containing a 
fluid, the nature of which we have no difficulty ia 
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guesedng. On the table, ready to hand, lie the 
materials for vritiog hia preficriptioD ; while hit 
fihelves groan with the ponderous tcones of Oalen, 
HippocrsteB, the Arabian, English, and other 
learned and Tolaminoos medical aathoritiea of his 
time. The second diviuon shows ns the interior <A 
the apothecary's shop. The physician's servant 
hands over the counter the " prescript " to be made 
np in accordance with his master's directiooa. The 
interior of the apothec&iy'a place of business ome- 
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this rough woodcut was designed, for the apothecary 
was the only authorised pharmacopolist of the 
period, and it was not until he stepped out of his 
sphere, crossed the border, and invaded the province 
of his patron the physician, that room was made 
for the man who, in the course of years, gradually 
slipped into the old shoes which he abandoned 
with 80 much contempt. 

The details of this curious invasion — ^which was 
confined to English soil, and led to the very 
peculiar position in which the different members of 
the medical profession stand to each other at the 
present day — possess a singular interest for the 
general body of patients; yet we believe we are 
correct in saying, that outside the limits of the 
leaned profession these details are little known. In 
order that the reader may understand how the 
apothecaiy came to pass the boundary which 
separated him from the profession, it is necessary 
that we should know — first, something of the nature 
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of the duties of the early apothecary; ftod, secondly, 
ju9t a little of hie early history. 

As the business of (he ancient physician in- 
creased — we are now going back to the very found- 
ation of medicine itself— aa suffering humanity 
Socked to him in search of counsel, consolation, 
or restoration to health, he soon found that he 
had not leisure to attend to his patients, and also 
to prepare the physic which they required — some of 
them with as little delay as possible. Hence 
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books which are "neyther found in the Hebrue 
nor in the Chalde/' * which are not in the Jewish 
canon, which were rejected as apocryphal by the 
Council of Laodicea, but which, nevertheless, com- 
mand our respect by virtue of their antiquity and 
the quaint wisdom and sublimity of their lan- 
guage. *' Honour/' says Ecclesiasticus, " the physician 
with the honour due unto him, for the uses you 
may have of him, for the Lord hath created him. 
For of the Most High cometh the healing, and he 
shall receive honour of the king. The skill of the 
physician shall lift up his head; and in the sight 
of great men he shall be in admiration. The Lord 
hath created medicines out of the earth ; and he 
that is wise will not abhor them. Was not the 
water made sweet with wood, that the virtue there- 
of might be known ? And He hath given men 
skill that He might be honoured in His mar- 
vellous worka With such doth He heal men, and 

^ Bible, 1589L 
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taketb away their paina. Of aach [medicines] doUi 
the apothecary make a confection" [o mtxfure].* 

Dr. Natbaniel Hodgea, one of ihe dootwa meit- 
tioned by Defoe in Ha " Journal of Ute Plague 
Tear," writiog in 1666, nearly fifty years after 4fae 
invasion to vhich we bave referred had commenced, 
clearly defines the duties of the iqwthecary, by 
a quotation from Renodteaa, which we shall give 
preferentially in its English translation: — 

"It is the apothecaiy's business to meddle with 
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cine to external diseases/' while the latter were 
engaged ^ in preparing all ordinary internal and 
external medicines, according to the exact prescrip- 
tions and directions of the physicians."* 

And what extraordinary compositions were occa- 
sionally ^ prepared " nnder the authority of these 
same ''prescriptions and directions!" We may 
fancy the cost of an apothecary's bill, when he 
sent, as he has been known to send under the 
direction of the old physician '^an ounce of pearl 
in a cordial emulsion.'* Some of these learned gen- 
tlemen^ in caps and gowns, prescribed for their 
credulous but wealthy patients, ''bees prcepa/red 
in the winter, or four or five ounces of peach 
kernels in the spring* Sometimes^ on the authority 
last quoted, they ordered a "restorative electuary" 
to be compounded of "parrots' tongues and hawks' 
livers." Under these circumstances, '* you need not 
to stair," adds our quaint informant^ ''if your bill 

^ '*Tbe AocompluLt PLyuoiam" 1670, p. 61. 



w 
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[that is to say the apothecaiy'e, to eay nothing 
of the phj&ician's feea] Bmounted to pounds 
sterliogl" 

The office of the apothecary, imported originally 
Irom Italy and France, had been performed in 
England, like it was abroad, by the " Pepperers " 
or grocers. The s pices ap H nmm atica of the e ast 
were early imported to the shores of Italy, and 
the south of France, where it became the province 
of the so-called " speciarii " and ^piciere of those 
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was declared by the charter granted to them 13th 
James L (1616), whereby the king granted "that, 
the apothecaries should be separated fix>m^ and 
coQstitate a company dbtinct from that of the 
grocers;" and by such charter, the persons therein 
named or described were incorporated under the 
name of the ** Master, Wardens, and Society of the 
Art and Mystery of PharmacopoUtes of the City of 
London^'' to the intent that "* No person fr-ee of the 
Grocers' (x any other mystery in London, except 
those of the Apothecaries' Ck>mpany shall keep any 
apothecary shop, or make, compound, administer, 
sell, send out^ advertise, or offer for sale, any 
medicines^ distilled waters, compound chemical oils, 
decoctions, syrups, conservesy ed^^mas,* electuaries, 
medical condiments, piUs, powders, lozenges, oils, 
unguoits, plasters, or otherwise,** 
It would seem that long before the invasion 

^ ^A fonn of medidne made by tha incoiporatioiD of oils with 
■jnips, and nhioh it to be taken upon a liqaorioe atick." — 
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vbidi caawd each heart-boming to the phyneian, 
the public had been in the habit of dealing dixeot 
with the spothecaiy without the intervention ctf 
the learned gentleman. Robert Greene, in hia Qurp 
Jbr an upstait Courtier (1592), ahowa UB that the 
man of the people, typified by the satirigt onder 
the title of Cloth-Breedua, seldom entered the shop 
of " Uaster Apothecary " — scarcely, indeed, " once in 
Beven years," and then only to porchase may be *a 
pennyworth of worm-seed to ^ve hia child to 
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lae Vvrgeniia, his camphor dissolved in veijuice^ to 
make the fool as fair, forsooth, as . • . Maid Marian 
in a May game or Morris-dance." Nay, he could 
not digest his food ^without oonserves, nor end his 
meals without suckets {jsioeet-mecUey He required 
other drugs for other purposes, on the subject of 
which our authority speaks with a freedom scarcely 
adapted to a work of general reading, — certain oils 
and waters the cost of which seem to have been 
something like " ten pounds a pint" If Master 
Velvet-Breeches, in consequence of drinking all this 
physic^ happMied to have an offensive breath, 
^ then forsooth, the apothecary must play the per- 
fumer, and make it sweet" again. It would seem^ 
therefore, that long befbre the invasion was recog- 
nised, ** Master Apothecary" and the outer world 
of patients had been in communication together 
with reference to the sale and purchase of drugs, 
conserves, and other wares, and that *' Master 
Velvet- Breeches *' even invoked the professional 
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aasifltance of " Master Apothecary " vithout the 
Hanction (^ the phyaiciao. 

Dr. Frederick Davies in bis valuable work m 
" the Unity of Medicine," to which we are indebted 
for a few hirte in this and the preceding chapter, 
seems to date the practical invanon of the 
physidau's province by the apothecaiy from the 
year 161S, but fixes the latter part of the seven- 
teenth century, shortly afler Harvey's death, as 
the time when the " rival body of unlicensed and 
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enabled to make use, for their own purposes, of 
the physicians' prescriptions on their books. If the 
patients knew their real interest, he contended, 
*' they would take no such satisfaction as they 
seem to do in ^ visUa of apothecaries, but rather 
wish them in their shops to make or oversee the 
making of their medicines, prescribed by physidana, 
which are left to their servants, many times raw 
and slovenly apprentices, while their masters spend 
their time abroad, physician-like, in visiting." 
Goddard suggests as a remedy for this state of 
things that physicians should take the dispensing 
of medicines into their own hands, and for this 
reason recommends them to peruse ^the London 
Dispensatory," which with a little trouble might, 
he says, be soon and easily epitomised. 

In spite of his dislike to them, Goddard is con- 
strained, nevertheless, to admit that the encroachers 
had invented several "new medicaments." It can- 
not be denied, he owns, ** that in this course some 
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empirios [ue., apoUiecaries] have stambled upon 
veiy considerable and effectual medlcameiitB, vhere- 
Trith, in some particular oaaes, ih»y Aaw ouidotu 
learned phyaicicma ; and by the advantagB of 
making tfaeir own meditements, they bear up and 
will dO| till they be outdone" by the ezpetimeut 
which he had before advised his brethrm to 
adopt 

The innovation — the thin end of the wedge — 
would appear to have been introdnced by tbo 
physicians thi-'insclvea. " When meuial assistance 
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qualified doctors in the seventeenth century. As 
his aervicee were required by his principal, he 
acquired, as a matter of natural coxisequence, an 
increasing confidence in his own powers ; and the 
mere fact of his assisting his principal, directly 
led, of course, to the public reposing confidence in 
himself. He had the advantage, moreover, as God- 
dard pointed out, of preparing and understanding 
his medicines, which it would seem, in Qoddard's 
time at least, the physicians did not. This train 
of circumstances could lead, of course, to only one 
result In no long time the apothecary became 
the physician's rival instead of his assistant; and 
when his class assumed a position which the 
superior body recognised as an antagonistic one, 
civil war could not be, or perhaps we should rather 
say was not, long delayed. 

Retaliation began in this way. In the year 
1687 the college passed a vote, ordering all the 
members to give their advice gratis to such of the 
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sick poor as deured it; and in order to render 
this vote more effectual, another was passed on the 
13th August, 16S8, that the laboratory of ilie 
college should be fitted up for the purpose of 
preparing medicines, and tiie room adjoining as 
a repository or store-honse. The membeis of the 
- college, however, were not a united body. Many 
of them had a large duftdUe amongst the apothe- 
caries, who habitually consulted them in mnon of 
doubt or difficulty. The apothecaries at once saw 
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efl^cted HBB dated 22nd December, 1696, and by 
it the subscribers agreed each of them to pay to 
Thomas Barwell, Fellow of the College, £10 to 
be expended by him iii preparing and delivering 
medicines to the poor in the manner therein 
mentioned. Amongst the number who signed this 
docament we find the names of Hulse, Sir Hans 
Sloane, Sir Samuel Qarth, Woodward, and Qideon 
Harvey. Many men of some note, however, 
belonged to the minority, and among them Dr. 
William Gibbons. That the confederates had deter- 
mined to oppose their rivals, and supersede the 
apothecary in his own legitimate rights, is proved 
by the fact that dispensaries were some time 
after established, not only at the college (then in 
Warwick Lane), but also in Comhill and in St. 
Martin's Lane, and the confederate physicians them- 
selves admitted that, '^ besides the poor, many rich 
and noble persons had been furnished with medi- 

dnea in their respective cases from these dis- 

4 
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pensaries " of theirs. As for the *' uck poor," the 
poor are recogmsable everywhere; hut to eiyoy the 
benefita of the new dispenaaiy, these "poor" were 
required to hriog certificates of their poverty, signed 
by the rector, vicar, or curate of the parish in 
which they dwelt, avd also by tha churckward«n» 
and overseers — a needless, useless, and most vexa- 
tious formula, which at once disposed of every 
usefuloesa. Fancy a sick child, parent, or relaticai, 
at the point of death, and the unfortunate Mend 
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menta. Light field guns in the form of pamphlets, 
poemSy etc., were planted by the confederate physi- 
cians to breach and demolish the entrenchments 
of their enemies. One of these, called '^ Physic lies 
a-Bleeding," by Thomas Brown, (published in 1697)i 
took a dramatic form, its object being to expose 
the ignorance of the apothecaries, and the enormous 
prices which they chaiged for physia Jack Com- 
prehensive, one of these men, relates to his fellows 
a case which was supposed to happen in his own 
practice. A patient suffering from a com had 
applied to him for relief; Comprehensive, we need 
not say, bled him, and applied caustic with such 
vigorous impartiality that it not only eradicated 
the com, but penetrated to the bone itself, and 
produced a " handsome ulcer." The result was 
an illness of eleven weeks' duration, and an apothe- 
cary's biU for medicines of £132 12a. Sd, which 
the patient compounded for at £100. The cost 
out of pocket to the leamed gentleman it appears 
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was £6 178. Qid. only, leaving £93 by way of 
profit on deven weeks' bungling. 

Trueman, tbe single honest character, r^rasente 
really, though not ostensibly, the interest of the 
confederate physiciana. He is described as "a 
gentleman of honest principles," who wishes "each 
person to act in his own sphere only." Tmeman, 
in his character of friend of the public, oomplaioB 
of the exorbitant prices of the apothecaries, and 
of the injury done not to the physicians, but l^e 
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Sir Samuel Qarth. Lee, the warden of the Apothe- 
caries' Company, was ridiculed under the name of 
Colon ; Dr. Barnard, one of the '* amphibious fry," 
as he is called, is represented by Horoscope; and 
other well-known doctors and apothecaries under 
various aliases. The interior of Barnard's shop and 
style of practice is amusingly described: — 

*Here mummies lay most reverently stale. 
And there the tortoiBe hung her ooat o* mail; 
Not far from some huge shark's devouring head 
The flying fish their finny pinions spfead. 
Aloft in rows lazge poppy heads were strung. 
And near, a scaly alligator hung ; 
In this place, drugs in musty heaps decayed, 
In that, dry'd bladders, and drawn teeth were laid. 

An inner room receives the numerous shoals. 
Of such as pay to be reputed fools ; 
Globes stand by globes, volumes on volumes lye^ 
And planetary schemes amuse the eye. 
The sage, in velvet chair, here lolls at ease^ 
To promiM future health for present fees ; 
Then as from tripod, solemn shams reveals. 
And what the stars know nothing oi^ foretels.'* 

But the physician who comes in for the largest 
share of satire is Dr. William Gibbons of King 
Street^ Covent Qarden, the ^ Nurse Gibbons" of 
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John Badcliffe,* who figniea in the poem as JUir- 
miUo. Ab on« of the priDcipftl allies of the apothfr- 
caries, no men^, of course, is shown him. The 
fatal results of his practice he is made to tell him- 
self:— 

" Oifoid and iJl hsr puiiiig beUa caa tell, 
Bj thii right kim what mi^tj nomben (ell. 
While othsn metml; lak'd whole montln to alkj 
I oft diipetch'd the patient in a da; : 
With pen in hand I pnih'd to that degree^ 
I aatTM had left « wretch to f^*e a fee. 
Some fell hj landaauDi, and eome b; stee^ 
And Deatii in ambuih laj 
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The poetical amusements of the much-abused 
Br. Richard (afterwards Sir Richard) Blackmore, 
who wasted a great deal of time in indifferent 
** numbers/' which might have been more con- 
scientiously employed in the consideration of his 
patients' cases, offer, of course, an inviting 
attack, which is delivered by a quotation of some 
rwnMvng rhymes from his King Arfkwr ; and 
the literary amateur is advised to correct his 
sense and his verse alike by a diligent perusal 
of the works of Dryden, Addison, Congreve, 
Prior, and (of all men in the wide world) 
Wycherley. 

The ''Dispensary" now practically unread, was 
written in 1696 ; but the first of its many editions 
did not appear till 1699. It is curious to note the 
number of apothecaries at or about this time, as 
compared with the number in other eountriea In 
Hamburg there was only one; Stockholm and 
Copenhagen boasted only four or five in each 
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city; in Paris there were fifly-one; whereas in 
LoodoD and the suburbs there were nearly a 
thousand. 

Qarth had complimented Diyden in his satire; 
and, aa poor Dr. Blackmore, a strictly moral man 
bad taken the liberty of censuring the libertine 
writers of the day, among whom Dryden, according 
to his own confession, stands preeminent, the poet 
cbaracteriBticaliy paid off the score in bis poem of 
the Cock and the Fox, in which, while sneering at 
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stood to their opponents, he aJludes in these 
lines: — 

'^Yet wandering in the dark, 
Fhynoians toe the tree have found the bark : 
They, lab*zing for relief of human kind. 
With sharpen'd light §ome remediaa May find; 
The apothecary train is wholly blind. 
F^om files a fwndom recipe they take^ 
And many deaths of one prescription make. 
Cfarikf ffenerout a$ hu mtue, pre$&ribei and given 
The thopman adU; and by destniotion lives. 
UngrtUrftd tribe/ who Uhe ike tiper'e broody 
From Medicine ieeuing, euek their MolKer'e blood i 
IM ikete obey; and let the leam*d preeeribe 
Thai fnen stay die, withoiei a double bribe: 
Let them, but under their euperiore, kiU; 
When doetore Jtret have eign'd the bloody bHV* 

After an artillery duel of this kind, the con- 
federates made their attack. It happened in this 
wise. William Rose, an apothecary^ it appeared 
had treated John Seale, a butcher, professionally; 
had charged him for his advice and attendance 
an that they were worth, — nothing; but the bill 
for medicines was quite another matter. It 
amounted to the good round sum of £50, and 
Scale went over in a fright to the enemy, and 
said Boss had all but killed him, — ^which was 
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doubtlesB trae. The ph^Bicdaiu brought an action 
aguDst Rose. The juiy wete very difficult to con- 
vince, and were at fint dispoBed to shelter die 
defendant behind the principle that * they all do 
it ; " but they found for the pfayaadans, sabject to 
a question left to the decision of the judges, which 
was shortly this : Whether the fact of compounding 
and sending " to the said John Seale several parcela 
of physic as proper for hia distemper, taking only 
the price of his drugs," without prescription or 
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as tradesmen bad a right to dispose of their 

drugs to any one who paid them for thent. The 

phyucians relied, in a great measar^ on their own 

cheap dispensaries, the enormous price cha^i;ed by 

apothecaries for their remedies, and the impolicy 

of permitting a mere apothecary to attend to 

dangervuB diseases, where the services of a skiliol 

pbyrituan could be as easily obtuned. All this 

might have been true, but it was beside the point. 

The defence fuled all along the line ; and the 

Ciotirt decided that the judgment given in the 

•Qoeeo's Bench for the president and College or 

Commonalty of the &&ilty of physic in liondon, 

■gainst the said William Rose, should be reversed. 

■^Bt. Davies describes this decision aa the "thin 

^^^^^fihe wedge . . . which, in the following cen- 

W^^f^^^'" tfltdy dee nrad the distinctive diar- 

^jLJi^M i Iwi it was in truth very 

Itw "thin end of the 

008^ u we have seen. 
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nearly a hundred years before by the physicians 
themselves, and the decision had driven the wedge 
thoroughly home. It established, virtucdly, the 
principle that, so long as the apothecary received 
no fee he bad a right to visit and preacribe. The 
mere effect of this decision in making it the 
obvious policy of the apothecary-physician to 
supply an unlimited amount of medicine to his 
patient, we, of course, have nothing to do with. 
We have only to deal with its ultimate result. It 
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OoadjutoTB of the victorious apothecaries, who, by 
the opposition shops of the hostile majority, were 
to have been driven from their own exclusive (and 
legitimate ground. The apothecaries rewarded the 
friendly minority by consulting them exclusively in 
cases of doubt or difficulty; and the physician was 
thus indirectly called upon to sanction (if he could 
not approve) the quantity, variety, and expensive 
form of medicine which the apothecary who con* 
suited him had previously administered to his un« 
fortunate patient. The thing was all wrong no 
doubt; but it was only the natural result which 
follows the breach of an Act of Parliament, through 
whose flimsy provisions you might drive not only 
ike proverbial coach and six, but three — six — 
fifteen horses abreast 

If the physician grumbled, we are not inclined 
to pity him. He had created his Frankenstein; he 
had tried to kill the monster whom he had at 
least materially assisted in calling into being, and 
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Frankenstein, as was only to be expected, objected 
to be got rid of after this summary fashion. The 
physician who had preserved ft friendly neutrality 
found in the long run that hia policy was a 
paying one. The practice grew up of the physiciana 
of the early and middle part of the last century 
making the coffee-houses their rendezvous* where^ 
either at Tom's or at Batson's, they met their 
apothecary clients, who iuruished them with written . 
or verbal reports of cases, for which the learned 
gentk-uien prescribed witliout seeing Vie jxUient 
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came the Act of 1815, entitled, '^An Act for 
better r^^ulating the practice of apothecaries in 
England and Wales," whereby the distinction in 
the office of physician and apothecary was (that 
18 to say, for all practical purposes) obli* 
terated. 

Bat time did not eradicate the old feeling of 
hostility; and, although the author of the "Dis- 
pensary " has been dead the best part of a hundred 
and seventy years, it is not eradicated at this 
moment. 3o late as 1837 we find the doctors 
complaining of the medical practice of apothecaries 
as an unwarrantable intrusion upon the province 
of the physician. Dr. Millingen maintained that 
they [the apothecaries] ''could only be skilled in 
making up medicines," or had ''obtained experience 
in the lessons taught by repeated failures in their 
early practice, unless perchance they had stepped 
beyond the usual confined instruction of their 
dass.'* They lived, he tells us, by selling drugs, 



64 



DOCTOES AND DOCTORS. 



vhicli they unmercifuny supplied, to the material 
injury of the patient's constitution. " If, after 
ringing all the chaogea of their materia medica 
without causing the chureh-bell to toll, they fouod 
themselree puzzled and bewildered, a physician or 
a surgeoQ of some eminence was called in, and 
too frequently these practitioners were bound by 
tacit agreement not to diminish the revenue that 
the shop produced. If it were necessary," con- 
tinues Dr. Milltngep) " to prove the evils that result 
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lRra8| ihe reader will probably be inclined to doubt 
whether this atatement was in any degree tniei No 
doabt the general practitioners of 1837 included in 
their ranks some itten whose practical knowledge 
of the art of healing was defective; but to say 
that they stood on a par with ^'the barbers of 
olden times " is a statement which carries on its 
face the evidence of its own absurdity. It was a 
graver charge, in fact^ than that which had been 
brought against their predecessors — ^the unqualified 
apothecary-physicians of the seventeenth and eigh- 
teenth centuries; and if the reader will refer to 
the " Annual Register " of 1830, he will find that 
the course of study required of the apothecaries by 
the new regulati(«s of that year^ wiU bear &vour- 
able comparison with the course of studies required 
of the members of the other branches of that 
period. 
Possibly it was one of the angry physicians 

represented by Dr. Millingen, who inserted the 

5 
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following advertisemeut which we &nd in a pap^ 

of the time: — 

TIT' ANTED, for % fumi]; who lure bad hethh, ft Bober, MmAj 
p«noD. in tlie capacity of doctor, suigeon, Kpothecary, and 
man-midwifB. Hn must occoaionaJIj anC'u butler, and dnea hair 
and wige. He Trill be required BOiQBtimes to read pmjen, and to 
prewJi a KTmoD aver; Sundny. A good saUry wiD be ^ven." 

We doubt not, however, that there was cause of 

complaiot half a century ago ; and that the profea- 

sion are etiU dissatisfied is shown by the statement 

of Mr. Riyington, made so lately as 1879 :— 

" The class of general practitioners has been 
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soap^ scenta^ delectable lozenges, chest protectors, 
and feeding-bottles. The retail trade is the great 
sooree of emolament, and could not be given up 
vithout serious damage to the business, (b) The 
aturgeonrapaihecary, with an open surgery and a 
red lamp. No retail trade is done, but advice 
and a bottle of physic is given for a moderate sum 
-<Hi shilling is a common charge in the poorer 
neighbourhoods. A few in this and the preceding 
group keep medical dispensaries and attend patients 
for a small weekly payment varying from two- 
pence to one shilling. As the scale is ascended 
the surgery retires more and more into the back- 
ground, until it reaches the interior of the dwelling, 
where it is no longer exposed to the vulgar gaze. 
At last it disappears entirely, and the second sub- 
order is attained, or that of the TionrcUspeTievng 

^ ^'The Medicftl Profenion." (Urat Cannichad Prize Essay, 
1879,) p. 56. 
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At the date of the " Apothecaries' Act" (1815), 
apothecaries vere distinguished from chemists aad 
druggists by the fact of compov/nding meditunefi : 
the latter eold drugs, but tbey did not compound 
the prescriptions of physicians. When, however, the 
practice of attending on and prescribing for patients 
was legalised by the Act of 1815, the chemists 
and dru^iats encroached on the previous province 
of the apothecary by making up prescriptions. 
Many of them (as is weU known to the profession) 




CHAPTER in. 

SOME OLD PATIENTS. 

Fob the dasses or sects of persons who saffered 
persecation and bodily injury in support of their 
religious or politico-religious opinicxis, and who, on 
the upheaval of their own end of the political see- 
sawy conscientiously persecuted and inflicted bodily 
suffering upon those who had done them wvong 
we entertain — ^we confess it» — the profoundest re- 
spect Human nature, and we have seen much 
ci what is called "human nature" in its various 
phases, is much the same in all ranks and con- 
ditions of men, although the mode of displaying 
its peculiarities may differ according to the pre- 
judices of the powers in being, and the school. 
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of tbonght in which the individuals collectively 
composing those powers may, respectively, have 
been trained. A Protestant of the age of Philip 
and Mary thought it hard that he should be burnt 
because he decliaed to accept tbe doctrines of the 
Church of Rome ; while the Catholic of the time 
of Elizabeth resisted with equal sturdiness the idea 
of being turned into a Protestant nnder the aame 
dulcet and persuasive influences- The Church cf 
England men of Elizabeth, James, and Charles I. 
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pretence that those who inflicted them were 
actuated in their doings by the principles of 

The martyrs in the cause of science stand on 
a widely different footing. They had no intention 
of fignring in the character of marytrs at all» 
and in considering their position, we are hampered 
with no prejudice of a political and eo-caUed 
religions, but really selfish and sectarian character. 
Among them we shonld place in the front rank, 
of oourse, the unselfish men who have lost their 
lives while engaged in experiments for the benefit 
of posterity; the second we cheerfully accord to 
those who, on early battle-fields, in primitive 
operating-rooms^ or in the solitude, mayhiipy of 
their own bed-chunbers, have fiedlen involuntary 
victims to the tentative efforts of the early pro- 
fessors of physic and surgery. That the members 
of this last class did not intend to become victims ; 
that they had no sort of belief in the skill of 
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their medical and surgical advisers; that they re- 
sorted to them simply on the principle which urges 
the drowning man to chitch at a floating straw 
or fragment of drift-wood, seems to us to make 
small difference — little difference at this distance of 
time, happily, to the victims themselves. The mea 
or women who voluutarily or involuntarily, know- 
ingly or unknowingly, submitted to blundering 
(euphemistically termed scientific) experiments, from 
which we unintentionally derive advantages which 
are aimnlv priceless, are entitled to our i 
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place — the improvements which have .been made in 
the art and mystery of dentistry, now elevated 
into the art of ''dental sargery/' since the Princess 
Mary — ^better known to us, perhaps, by her un- 
fortunate, historical nick-name of ^* Bloody Mary/' 
submitted herself to the forceps of the royal chirur- 
geon, Nicholas Sympson. On the 19th May, 1536 
Anne Boleyn had been murdered on Tower Green : 
the very next day the brutal, lustful husband was 
married to Jane Seymour, her maid of honour. 
Eighteen months afterwards — that is to say, on the 
24th October, 1537, Queen Jane, having previously 
given birth to a son, happily, perhaps, for herself, 
bad died a natural death, instead of under the 
axe of the headsman like her unfortunate and in- 
teresting predecessor ; and on the next day the 
ministers of Blue-Beard were already looking far 
and wide for her successor. Mary caught cold at 
the lying in state of Queen Jane in Hampton 
Court CihapeL The vigil was performed on several 
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successive November nights, and the cold settled 
in her face; whereupon Blue-Beard sent his sur- 
geon, Nicholas Sympson, to ia,w one of her teeth. 
We may iaxicy the instrument, and picture to our- 
aelvea the scene which followed. Looking at 
Maiy's own position with reference to her brutal 
fatber, consequent on her standing out for her 
mother's rights and her own legitimacy, it is not 
unlikely that she deemed herself fortunate that it 
was Sympson, and not a more sinister official, 
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^ by the first intention,'' a wound in those days 
was filled with dressings and acid balsams, or dis- 
tended with tents and leaden tubes^ in order that 
it might be forced into a painful suppuration, 
which was considered absolutely indispensable to 
efiect a cure. Every flap of skin, instead of being 
re-united, was cut away ; every open wound was 
dressed as a sore, and every deep one plugged up 
with a tent, lest ii should heal. Tents, syndons, 
seatons, leaden canulas, and strong injections, were 
among the chief implements of old surgery. The 
lips of a wound were never put together ; if it was 
not large and free, the rule of the old surgeon was 
to dilate it, but never with the knife. With a 
pair of hideous forceps, representations of which 
may be seen in the old chirurgical books of the 
time of Heniy YIII., and even of a much later 
date, they tore it open; they seldom made counter 
openings to let out the matter, and so it was an 
absolute mirade if the most simple wounds were 
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I not forced ioto mKlignuit sona These long tents 
I thmst into wounds of the neck and cheek, made 
I the Beek or bead swell enonooualy. In compoond 
I fractures they thniat their dressings bettoiat tha 
\enda of the broixn -honm, aa if they bad been 
I afraid of the formation of callu&* 

As for the virtues of cold water, they were 
I wholly unsuspected; bo much so, that when a 
I quack of the name of Doublet cured the wounded 
t siege of Metz in 1553, the water he used 
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qnack. Doublet was probably acquainted with an 
ingenious treatise on gun-shot wounds, written by 
Blondi in 1542, in which he strongly advocates the 
use of cold water; but if this was his source of 
knowledge, he wisely kept it to himself. Pre- 
vious to this simple and efficacious method of assist- 
ing the operations of nature, various extraordinary 
applications were held in high esteem. Among ^ the 
learned a favourite remedy was the oil of kittens, 
a mysterious compound prepared by boiling Ute 
cats, coat and all, in olive oil; this ingenious and 
subtle composition went by the name of oleum 
catellorum, and would have been infinitely more 
serviceable had the cat element been omitted alto- 
gether. 

The simple method of dressing wounds^ especially 
those that were inflicted by firearms, by the appli- 
cation of cold water, was an inestimable boon to 
the wounded soldiers; for, previous to this innova- 
tion, injuries of this kind had been treated by the 
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application oi Ecalding oil or red-hot inatraments, 
undor the impressioa that being inflicted by lead 
or iron, which were aupposed to be of a poisonoua 
nature, the vounda themselves were poisoned. 
Ambrose Far^, called the " Father of French 
Surgery," (1509 — 1590), was one of the first army 
cbirurgeons who exploded this barbarous and 
dangerous practice, and, liice many other great 
discoveries, it was the result of an accident. 
ig, according to his own account, exhausted 
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we have attempted to describe may seem inex- 
plicable, and the nineteenth century caeuist may 
be ezcneed if he proceeds to form from it condu- 
8i<ms which aze both hasty and onjust. '' Here 
IB a ehinugeon,'' we think we hear him say, ''a 
man of sdenoe, ignorant at starting of the efforts 
whi^ Nature ia c^)able of exerting on his behalf 
—ignorant of the healing properties of cold water, 
of the nature of which^ indeed, the very brutes 
may be said to have known better than he." 
Now, although these observations are to some ex- 
tent true» .they are nevertheless unjust — ^unjust at 
least to this extent, that no allowance is made 
f<Nr the position in which the sixteenth or seven- 
teenth century man stands with regard to him of 
the nineteenth; and until this allowance is made, 
it is c^iain that the former cannot be properly or 
fidrly understood. We will endeavour to explain 
that podtion by a somewhat homely illustration. 
The man who has resided many years in an out- 
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of-the-way neighbouiboocl mast ondei'staDd its geo- 
graphy better than an absolute stranger; aod 
although the latter may find his way to hia destt* 
nation in epite of the devious roads and biidl^ 
patha by which he is surrounded, the chances arq 
that in reaching it he will lose hia way. Noi 
the early cbimrgeon stands to ourselves exactly ii 
the position of the inexperienced stranger. If w« 
know our way, there is every reason why we 
should make allowances for the man who doeflf 
not. In order that we may do justice to the earh 
surgeon, allowance muat be made not only for th 
man himself, but for the time in which he lived — 
the prejudices, the traditions, the credulity of hi$ 
craft;, and the superstition and narrow sympathii 
of the ^e in which we find him. As professional 
knowledge increased, as attention was paid to th« 
study of anatomy, surgery made rapid advances ia 
the direction of improvement, until. In the days of 
Harvey (who in 1610, discovered the circulation nS 
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the blood) bold and important operations began 
to be attempted. The extreme dumsinese and 
bratality, however, with which they were performed 
oould Boaroely be credited, had not those who 
operated left descriptions behind them. Writing on 
the sabject of tumours, the preceptor of Harvey 
describes what he considers to be an improved 
and easy mode of operation, in the following fasci- 
nating terms : '* If it be a movable one," he says, 
" I cut it away with a red hot iron, that seaa^e as 
it cuts ; but if it be adherent to the chesty I cut 
it without bleeding with a wooden or horn knife, 
soaied in aquafortia, with which having cut the 
skin, / diff otU the red with my Jmffera.** If this 
was surgery less than three hundred years ago^ do 
we not well in describing our respected ancestors, 
whose anatomy was first aquafortised and 
afterwards '^dng into*' with nails, we may be 
sure not always of the cleanest, — ^to say nothing 

whatever of the red hot knife, boiling oil, 

6 
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and red hot cauterising irona, — a " noble army of 
martyra " ? 

How well nature could perform her own cure, 
without the asaistance, and apparently without the 
knowledge of these learned gentlemea, how her 
operations were assiated by the credulity and Buper- 
stition of the patient himself, ia shown by the 
reputation which attached to the so-catled treatment 
by "sympathy." Of the eympathetlcal ointrMTit, 
invented by the learned professor rejoicing in 
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This uDguent appears to have been compounded 
inter alia of red wine, earihworms^ human skull, 
eta, etc. ** The moss " of a man's skull who had 
been either killed or hanged, ''gathered [of course] 
when the star Venus was predominant, or at least 
two or three days after a new moon, if it could 
be had," was considered a powerful addition to 
the other ingredients. Barbette, a French chirur- 
geon^ instead of the '^ moss," employed ^' man's £Ekt 
and blood" (on the principle possibly that they 
were more oome-at^able) with oil of linseed. The 
following are the " directions for use '* : — ^* Take 
the weapon or instrument wherewith the patient 
was wounded, while it is bloody, or instead of 
it a stick put into the wound that it may be 
bloody. Anoint it with the unguent about a 
hand's breadth, and wrap it up in a clean linen 
rag or paper, your hands being very clean, and 
then lay the weapon or stick in a place neither 
too hot nor cold Two or three days after anoint 
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it again, and so for four or five times, tUl ths 
wound is ivelL Tlie paiieTit in the mea/ntime muei 
keep the ivound dean, and cover it wUh a jvne 
linen rag, withoui applying a/ny ruedicine to it. 
If it ahould chance to bleed very much, apply 
a piece of fuaa-ball to stop it, and then proceed 
as before." 

Of tlieae directions, tlie words we have printed 
in italics are of course the only ones of any 
value, and if extracted will be read as follows: — 
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General Golzick, was wounded upon the forepart 
of ihe head by the fall of a grenado of three pound 
weight, which made a wound upon his skull as 
laige as a crown piece. It bled extremely, and the 
grenado being made of glass, it left eleven pieces 
of glass in the wound. Having taken out the 
pieces of glass, I stopt the wound with my 
powder.'' The captain was sent away next day 
with other wounded to another place, and com- 
mitted to the care of the "chirurgeon of the 
Douaniah regiment; but the captain, having great 
confidence in me, and knowing what cures I had 
performed by this omtment, desired me to treat 
him in the same manner" [in hia oheeTice], "and 
give him directions how to manage himself. The 
small pieces of glass, because but little blood stuck 

a 

upon them, I put into swine's lard, and put a 
small stick into the wound [to] make it bloody, 
which I anointed every other day with the un- 
guent^ and wrapt a fine linen rag about it. Four- 
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teen daya after I saw him again, and the wound 
[had] almost healed, though ke Itad applied nothing 
to it hut a linen rag, and that on the twelfth 
and thirteenth days two other pieces of glass came 
out of the ■wound. In fine, he was perfectly cured 
in a month, and in five weeks came back to the 
army." Could anything be more convincing than 
this ? How can you (in the words of the worthy 
but singularly ignorant chirurgeon) " contradict 
matters of fact and daily experience ? " Between 
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in the world would have brought him back to life 
again. 

The idea of the ^ sympathetical powder " which 
Sir Eenehn Digby professed to have invented, and 
of which you have already heard so much, was 
stolen of coarse from Paracelsus. Furmaon speaks 
favourably of it, but confirms none of the absurd 
stories which Digby himself related or permitted 
to be related in connection with it What it was 
made of — ^whether of ingredients medicinal in char- 
acter, or absolutely detrimental and injurious to 
health — matters nothing, the result was the same. 
The idea that Nature winked at this nonsense so 
loDg as she was permitted to do her own wise 
work never once occurred to this very simple 
** chief chirurgeon of the city of Breslau," who was 
never more successful than when he left his patients 
severely alone. 

The wounds inflicted in former days by arrows, 
by arquebus, and by hand-greoades, were more 
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amenable to the operatlona of Nature than thoso 
iuSicted by rifle or revolver, to say Dothmg of 
practical pcuisibilitiea such as the dynamite booibs 
of Chicago. If Nature failed to help, it was aimply 
because her powers and her wishes were alike mis- 
undersbood and disregarded. A stout man in old 
days, judging at least by the experience of Sir 
Thomas Darcy, might stand up in his armour, and 
receive the crack of a cannon ball without its 
doing him serious misuhlef. The gallant gentleman 
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fimfc part of medicine to have it quite cut away."* 
In modem wai&re where anything has to be cut 
away it is usually something more serious than 
<< wedding finger/' 

From the alight sketch we have given, it will 
be seen that, although the chiruigeon of the six- 
teenth century was superstitious and credulous, unr 
suspicious of the beneficial influences of Nature 
and the healing properties of cold water and ''cold 
pads,* his art, nevertheless, was steadily progressing. 
The surgeon had a great advantage over his 
scholarly brother, the physician, for the reason that 
the former could see what he was doing, and the 
result of his remedies, whether administered by 
himself or by Nature behind his back, which the 
latter could not. The knowledge of the physician 
was theoretical rather than practical, and some of 
his theories are of so grotesque a character, that 
we might wonder how the man who could indulge 

^ FUt0D*s ** Diary of the Expedition into Scotland," 1547. 
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in them could by any possibility have been called 
a " learned " man. " Learned " — in a professional 
sense — he certainly was not. In a treatise, written 
by Dr. C&iua [1510—1576], he gravely informs us 
of the medical properties of a well-known lap-dog, 
to which ho gives the name of " Spaniel Gentle " : 
"These little dogs," he tells us, "are good to assuage 
the sickness of the stomach, being ofl«n-times 
thereunto applied as a plaster preservative, or 
borne in the bosom of the diseased and weak 
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woman or owner whatsoever^ eniereth into the 
dog by the operation of heat intermmgled and 
infected." The reader will agree with Caius 
to this extent at least, that ^'a dog sometimes 
falls sick and sometimes dies,'* it being in the 
nature of ''dawgs" to fall into this uncomfortable 
habit 

Thus gravely wrote Dr. Caius, linguist^ physician, 
naturalist, and antiquary, founder of the Cambridge 
College which bears his name, a great and learned 
Greek and Latin scholar, among whose numerous 
works we find translations from Qalen and Hippo- 
crates, a corrected edition of Cekus, and so on. 
The possibility of his being contradicted never once 
entered his mind ; to prove that he was wrong was 
indeed, altogether impracticable. That 'Hhe disease 
of the gentleman, gentlewoman or owner," for Caius 
is conscientious even in these small matters, had 
*' entered into the dog by the operation of heat 
intermingled and infected," is proved by the &ct 
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that the dog dkd. Q.E.D. What more could 
possibly be advanced oa the subject ? 

FLyaic, as a rule, was Haaty ; ergo, everyttimg 
tbat was nasty, not known to be of a poisonoua 
nature, was endowed, according to the logic of these 
professors, with medical or remedi^ qualities. Dis- 
gusliog and absurd remedies were prescribed, ap- 
parently for no' other reason than that they were 
nasty. If there were "doctors and doctors," there 
were, ou the other hand, " patients and patients," 
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If the patient^ in spite of the dreadful composi- 
tions which were being poured into him, got well, 
it was due to the unsupported efforts of nature, 
or rather, she brought him round in the teeth of 
the doctor himself If the patient believed in his 
physician, Natiure was more than magnanimous, 
because the belief, however absurd, gave her an 
enormous ** vantage ** ground. The learned man 
was well aware of the power of faith in matters of 
a remedial character. One of them, in 1632, count- 
ing evidently on the credulity of moneyed patients, 
took out a string of useless patents for so-called 
remedies, one being described as ''a movable hy- 
draulic, like a cabinet, which, beiog placed in a 
room or by a bed-side, causeth sweet sleep to those, 
who, by hot fevers or otherwise, cannot take rest. 
It alters also the dry, hot air into a moistening 
and cooling temper either with musical sounds or 
without." A sort of barrel-organ^ combining, it 
would appear, the somnolent and remedial pro- 
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perties of the " Old Hundredth," with certain 
cooling isSuencea, usually conspicuous by their 
absence vlien that antique and sober melody is 
in full drone. 

Although some of its professors might not be 
alive to the importance of leaving Nature to do 
her own work, surgery was not in this debased 
condition. That they knew, nevertheleaB, that 
Nature could do something with a little assistance, 
seenis evidenced by a hint which the chirurgeons 
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of a penniless maxtyr hired, of course, for the pur- 
pose. It was seriously believed by the populace, 
at least, that so strong was the sympathy between 
the graft and the parent stock, that when the 
martyr died in the course of nature, the nose 
fell with him, a pleasant catastrophe for the 
wearer to contemplate, which Butler has amusingly 
chronicled in his Hvdibras, with an unusual free- 
dom of imagery which prevents our transcribing it 
by way of illustration.'*' 



The eighteenth century. opened with a well-esta- 
blished system of copious and everlasting bleeding. 
By this time the doctors had grown so wise that 
they foiuid themselves in a position to correct 
Dame Nature herself. Nature, it was plain, for 
some purpose which, if not malign was incon- 
testably idiotic, had supplied the human system 
with too much blood Their patients, meanwhile, 

* See ffwUbrai, Part L, o. 1. L 281, etc 
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were over-charging their veins with tremeDdoUB 
daily gorges of port wine, to say nothing of extrs 
libations of full-bodied claret, with heating supplies 
of rum or brandy-punch, perfectly ad libitum. Our 
ancestors of the eighteenth century, in factj at« 
and drank more like swine than human beings, 
and long before they had attained the age of forty 
Bet up paunches, the like of which are never seen 
nowadays, and which made them a subject of 
laughter for gods and men. Bleeding was neceaaary 
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HiiiDliiam% apparently a oormption of " Hammams/' 
was Bimply the Turkish bath of the present day 
under its then name. Here treatment by ^bleeding, 
and hot water" was carried out with a conscien- 
tiouB integrity whidi mijght have satisfied the re« 
quirstnents of Dr. Philippe Hecquet, of Abbeville >/ 
and Paris, said (on what authority we know not) 
to be the original of Le Sage's Sangrado. In 
the nineteenth century we have retained the bath, 
but happily discarded the " cupper " attendant, 
under the impression that the blood being ''the 
life/' his services are no longer desirable or neces- 
sary. With him the port wine and the paunches, 
the punch and the full-bodied claret, have likewise 
taken their departure; and this very year the old 
house and its neighbour, long known as the "Old" 
and ''New Hummxuns," have likewise disappeared 
before the march of modem improvement. 

The dootcnrsy however, did not confine their bleed- 
ing operations to the full-bodied and the strong. 

7 
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" Impartiality " waa the maxim, regardless of the 
diet, the moito of living, the temperament, or the 
constitution of the patient. Stout and lean, long 
and short, sound or cripple — all fared alike; the 
universal cry (in the choice and euphonious language 
of the time) was, " Come and be blooded." They 
did everything heroically in those days — nothing 
by halves, Thomas Dover, who wrote himself 
" M. B.," and of whose heroic practice and ita 
ttnible consequences we shall have to say some- 
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''he rode from Evesham to Bri^siol in one day, 
which is forty-seven long miles, to give me thanks 
for his recovery. He lived many years after. His 
relations all died in consumption. This," adds the 
reckless empiric, ''was the first experiment I made 
of bleeding by the same method : '" we may be quite 
certain that it was by no means the last. 

Everywhere, and as it would appear, in every 
land, almost justifying the bitter satire levelled 
against the faculty by Jonathan Swift in 1726, 
regardless of sex, age, strength, and condition, the 
same bad, reckless, senseless work was going on. 
We dose this chapter with a melancholy case, full 
details of which will be found in the memoirs of 
Louis de Rouvroy, Due de St. Simon. Madame la 
Duchesse de Berri, daughter of the Begent 
d' Orleans, lay a-dying — ^not of disease, but of ex- 
haustion, consequent on the hideous course of bleed- 
ing and purgatives to which the interesting patient 
had been subjected. The Duke and Duchess were 
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in despair ; all the medical knowledge and skill 
Trhich Paris could afford bad been tried in vain. 
If, instead of adopting this course, they bad turned 
every one of the rascally empirics into tbe Bastile, 
the probability almost amounts to a cerlaiuty that 
the - patient would have recovered. Some one at 
length seems to have betbouglit him of a certain 
Doctor Gams, known as the inventor of an " elixir," 
the virtues of which were said to be marvellous. 
■ was sent for ; took in the patient, but more 
surroui 
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tonic — was marvellous, and the safferer began from 
that time rapidly to mend The second act in 
the drama opened with a terrible scene. Chirac, 
head quack and court physician, beside himself 
with rage and mortification, stole in one night 
while Qarus, tired of watching, lay sleeping on 
the sofa, awoke the sufferer, and, in the presence 
of the two nurses, who did not venture to oppose 
him, administered one of his hideous purgatives. 
The result was almost instantaneous, and from that 
moment the unfortunate duchess relapsed. To say 
that Gams was furious would give no idea of his 
sensations. He said that the conditions of his re- 
tainer bad been broken. Not only had his treat- 
ment been interfered with, but a drastic purgative 
had been administered which, in the then enfeebled 
condition of his patient, was nothing lees than an 
irritant poison. It was useless for the idiot Chirac 
to deny what he had done, for there were the 
two nurses to testify against him. Tlie poor Duchess 
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sank ao rapidly tad, coDtiDuously that sLe died 
the following night 

Those were the old Bastile days. Only a few 
years before, Dubourg had perished ia his iron cage 
in the monastery pi-ison of Mont St. Michel, to 
which he had been confined for three and twenty 
jeaia for a libel he had written on Louis XIV. 
of Fi-ance, The wonder is that the murderer — 
for such he was — was not consigned to a fat« 
which he moBt richly meriteij. The fellow wa^i 
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oat the aid of the lancet, the blister, or the purge, 
was so novel in those days, that it commended 
itself to every one. Louis XY. purchased the secret 
of the ''elixir/' we doubt not, at a price which 
amply compensated the inventor. 



CHAPTER IV, 

BOME MORE OLD PATIENT3. 
The period which marks the first third of the 
eighteenth century — that is to say, about the year 
1732-3 — is memorable for the appearance of what 
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finitely more senaibla jaud agreeable tkaa the 
** bratody and Bait'' maaia of a still later date. 
There have been^ it is true, the hydrate of chloral 
maoia, and other manias of a still more objec- 
tioiiable obai'acter; but their danger has been 
promptly exposed to those whose minds are open 
to conviction by tiie aecooiplished fieu^ulty of our 
day. ^ Crude" means imprepared; and orade mer- 
curyi therefore, simply indicates the mineral in its 
liquid state. So long as mercury retains its liquid 
form it is inert, and may do no harm, though 
whai goad it would accomplish it might be difficult 
to say. 

One of the peorsons primarily instrumental in 
writing up the assumed virtues of '''crude" mer* 
cury was oar old friend Thomas Dover, lULB., 
which may stand either for Bachelor of Medicine, 
or " Medical Bungler/' whichever the reader may 
prefer. The man, whether ''M.B." or otherwise, 
was nothing better than an ignorant and dangerous 
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empiric. Ha had written a work entitled "The 
Ancient Physician's Legacy to bis Country," which 
passed through many editions, the fourth being 
published in 1733. In this edition the writer in- 
corporated, he tells ua, "a great number of letters 
Bent from eeverat parts of England of the extra- 
ordinary cures perform'd by crude naercury." The 
book led to a vigorous controversy, in which several 
honest and intelligent profegsional men endeavoured 
to expose the danger (as they expressed it) of 
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their own responsibility) an ounce of ** crude 
mercury'' twice a day, for six weeks or two 
months together^ under the impression that the 
mineral was a sovereign remedy for indigestion 
and other discomforts. One person, dating his letter 
from ''the Navy Office^" on the 12th May, 1733, 
writes that, after subjecting himself to a course 
such as we have described, he found himself trans- 
formed from the condition of a confirmed dyspeptic 
into what he calls "a pretty good state of health," 
which only shows what imagination will do for 
persons suffering from actual disease, or from dis- 
eases more or less imaginary. 

Barton Booth was at this time one of the finest 
actors of his day, — as great in his way as Garrick, 
who made his first appearance eight years after 
Booth's death. His masterpiece is said to have 
been Othdlo. He was a relation of the Earl of 
Warrington, a scholar, a man of poetical taste, and 
the intimate friend and proi4g4 of Lord Boling- 
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broke. He had acquired a liklDg for the stage 
when acting in a play of Terence at Westminster 
School, where be bad been the favourite of the 
eccentric Busby. When Addison's Cato was pro- 
duced the hero was tirst offered to Colley Gibber, 
who refused it; it was then proposed to MUIs, 
who, however, declined it, on the plea that it was 
too old a character for him ; it was then tendered 
to Barton Booth, who was pronounced so eminently 
i:iful in the representation, that he found him- 
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into the swixush habits of his day. Taking warn- 
ing (according to Dibdin) from the example of 
Powell, or deferring (according to CShetwood) to 
the wishes of his young wife. Miss Santlow, he 
abandoned, to a great extent, his drinking pro- 
pensities, bat substituted in their place a habit 
scaroely less objectionable — that of gluttony, to such 
an extent that^ as Chetwood says, ^I have often 
known Mrs. Booth, out of extreme tenderness to 
him, order the [good things of the] table to be re- 
moved for fear of overcharging his stomach.'^ The 
natural result of such habits followed in due course, 
and at forty yeara of age Barton Booth was al- 
ready an old man. For many years prior to 1733 
he had suffered under what was then described 
as ''an obstinate jaundice," for which he had in- 
effectually followed " many courses of medicine, 
and had, by the advice of his physician, been 
salivated for the space of a month at a time." 
Each day during the two years which preceded 
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bis fatal illneas be Iiad been in the habit of 
chewing at least three drama of rhubarb, doubt- 
less, under medical advice. How Othello came to 
be considered a satisfactory performance, how the 
actor bad any etrengtb of body or mind left for 
an intellectual effort of this kind, we fail to 
understand. We are told, however, by the aotbor- 
ity from which we gather our infonnatton, that 
he waa not in " any ways dispirited," and that 
1 jaundice not only entirely vanish'd, but he 
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him that crude mercury "would not only prevent 
the return of his fever^ but effectually cure him 
of all bis complaintSy" and this it most certainly 
did. 

"'On the day following," which would be the 
4th May, ^* he began the mercurial course as 
directed;" and by Tuesday, the 8th of May (that 
is to say, within four days' time), "he had taken, 
within two ouncep, two pounds' weight of crude 
mercury. He now began to complain of very . 
great pain and general uneasiness, and the extent 
of the pain and uneasiness under which he suffered 
may be imagined from the fact that ''he could 
not remain one moment in the same posture." This 
continued tiU the next day, the victim still 
hoping ''his mercurial course would answer the 
promised effects." His wife, however, being blessed 
with a fund of common sense which had been 
denied to her more intellectual husband, now sent 
for Sir Hans Sloane^ who^ to relieve the head, 
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" order'd nine ounces of blood to be drawn from 
the jugular" vein, with other remediea. In the 
evening " a cordial mixture " was administered — 
probably " Sir Walter Raleigh's Cordial," a nostrum 
much patronised by the doctoni of that day. The 
next day (the lObb), "the headache still continuing, 
an epispaatick was laid all over the scalp," and 
an emulsion prescribed " to obviate a stranguary," 
These and other remedies were applied without 
, aud in the evening Barton Booth was dead. 
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It is for medical men^ of ooorsei to ^say how fiur 
^* crude mereory " was responsible for this state of 
things. The opponents of the practice, which was 
absurd if it was not highly reprehensible, pmnted 
out the effects which mercury produced in a very 
short time upon the workers in the mines, and 
ai^gued from this premiss how much more pre- 
judicial it must be to swallow the mineral in its 
crude form. In this, however, they displayed their 
ignorance of the physiolc^cal effects of metallic 
meronry. They confounded the injurious effects of 
fmreurial vapours, when inhaled or brought in 
contact with the body, with the generally innocuous 
properties of liquid mercury itself! These effects 
have been long known. They are observed in 
water-gilders, looking-glass silverers, barometer 
makers, men employed in quicksilver mines, and in 

others exposed to mercurial emanations. They 

> 

bring on affections of the nervous system, indicated 

by shaking palsy^ vertigo, loss of memory, and other 

8 
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cerebral disorders, which often termiaste (if the 
person affected persevere with his busineBB) in 
delirium, epilepsy or apoplexy, and death. A 
curious instance occurred many years ago, in the 
case of the Triuinph man-of-war and the schooner 
Pkippa, which received on board several tons of 
quicksilver which had been saved from a wreck. 
The mercury escaped in consequence of the rotting 
of the bags, and the whole of the crew suffered 
1 or less severely for the space of three weeks. 
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iitioner, who apparently believed in the efficacy of 
only three remedies : iron, fire, and " crude ** 
mercury :— 

** rilHIS day is pabliah^d, by Tha Harris of Hackziey, Surgeon, 
-'- a treatise on the force and energy of erude mercury ; 
proring the nsefolness and innocency of its internal application 
by a great Tariety of experiments and histories of cases acute 
and chronic Qaod non sanat medicamentum, Ibrrum sanat; 
Qnod Femun non sanat, Ignis sanat; Quod Ignis non sanat, 
Mereurius sanat ; Quod non sanat mereurius ; insanahile est, 
(Printed for E. Symon, over against the Boyal • Exchange .in 
ComhilL)" 

We concluded our last chapter with a death-bed 
scene at the court of the Regent d'Orleans of 
France, and we shall now take you to another in 
one of our own royal palaces. The distinguished 
victim in this case was Queen Caroline, consort of 
George IL, a woman of refined and delicate sen- 
sibilities, a striking contrast in every respect to 
the mean, selfish, uninteresting, unkingly personage, 
her husband. We derive our materials for the 
story from Lord John Hervey's '^Memoirs;*' and it 
18 fair to say that, although the case exhibits in 
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a melancholy light the singular iDcapafiity of the 
doctors and surgeons who attended her, she was io 
no small degree the victim of her own inexplicable 
reticence. For upwards of fourteen yeara she had 
suffered from a malady, the e:dstence of which she 
had carefully concealed from her medical advisers, 
although it appears to have been known to her 
husband, and to one of the ladies of the court, 
who happened at this time to be unfortunately 
absent. On the morning of the 8th of November, 
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and to remain daring the whole of its weary pro- 
gress. The king having discussed the Dragon of 
WarUley, a stupid £GLroe which occupied fisishionable 
attention at this period, and exhausted such other 
topics of conversation of which his sluggish mind 
was capable, at length withdrew^ reminding the 
queen, as he passed, that she had overlooked the 
Duchess of Norfolk. To the duchess (the last person 
she ever spoke to in public) Her Majesty now made 
her apologies, and returned immediately to bed, 
which she never again quitted in life. 

With the sanction of the King, Dr. Noel Brox* 
holme, first physician to Frederick, Prince of Wales, 
was now sent for, and the two physicians agreed 
to give the Queen some snake-root, and to ad- 
minister a nostrum fashionable since the time of 
James L, then and now known under the name of 
''Sir Walter Raleigh's cordial" The cordial took 
long to prepare, and meanwhile, a more sensible 
fellow named Ranby, house-surgeon to the King, 
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objected to a cordial, no matter what its same 
might be, on the princiijle that it waa quackery, 
not medicine, "and no better than any other BpiriL" 
Lord Hervey, therefore, caused some usquebaugh to 
be given to the Queen, ■who, however, failed to 
retain it. Soon after came the snake-root and 
cordial from the apothecary's, and these in like 
manner were taken and rejected. The doctors bad 
administered in succeasion Daffy's Elixir 
(twice), mint-water, usquebaugh, enake-root, and 
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first third of the last century. It may be men- 
tioned, by way of parenthesis, in this place, that 
all this summer the Princess Caroline had suffered 
from severe rheumatic pains. '^ Ward's Pill,'' one 
of the nostrums of the notorious quack Joshua 
Ward, had done, it was admitted, wonders for 
her; but, being of a delicate constitution, the King 
and Queen were anxious that she should retire 
to rest, which she refused to do till two o'clock 
in the morning. The stupid, lumbering King, under 
the impression possibly that he might be of use 
(which he never was at that or at any other 
period of his life)^ persisted in lying on Her 
Majesty's bed ** in his nightgown," greatly, of 
course, to his own inconvenience which was of 
small consequence, but to the dreadful inconvenience 
of the sufferer, who was thereby prevented from 
obtaining any relief by altering her position. 

Early in the morning of Thursday, the 10th of 
November, ^ the Queen was again blooded twelve 
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ouQces." The fever Lad abated; the sickoeaa, too, 
was suspended for a few hours at least; but the 
real cause of the tuUchief appears to have been 
never oace suspected. That evening, while th« 
I'rincess Caroline and Lord John Hervej were alone 
with the Queen, she dropped some mysterious hints 
in the midst of her suflering. " I have," she saJd, 
"an ill which nobody knows of." This was onder- 
stood simply to mean that her sufierings were 
greater than she could express, or than any one 
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tirely left her; but, although the unmistakable 
and dangerous symptoma continued unabated, the 
physicians, strange to say, remained completely in 
the dark as to the real cause of the mischief. 
Next morning, the King's sluggish mind travelled 
back, for the first time, to certain disclosures which 
had been made to him years before. Whether he 
received a hint from Banby, or whether Ranby 
had any real inkling of what was the matter, 
we do not know; it is probable that up to thi^ 
time he was acting under the directions of the 
four physiciana Nature was expressing herself 
after her own £Etahion in terms which (as it seems 
to us) no skilled professional man could well have 
mistaken, but had addressed herself to the 
physicians in vain. It would appear that the K'n^; 
communicated his suspicions first to Ranby, and 
by this means the scource of the mischief wits 
for the first time discovered. Paul Bussi^, a 
distinguished French refugee suxgeoUi was now 
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a/nd vn my opinion ekowed so Tnuch ignoranee, 
that if a life of this consequence, committed to the 
care of four of the best physicians and three of 
the best surgeons in England, received no better 
assistance from their skill, Iiow natural U is to 
deplore the situcUion of those whose safety depends 
on the sagacity of these professions, and how- 
reasonable to despise those who put their trust 
in such aids ! Not that I am so unjust,^ he adds, 
^ to surgery as to put that science upon the same 
footing with physic/' As, however, he concludes 
his remarks with severe animadversions on the 
conduct of the surgeons, and plainly expresses his 
opinion that they were blundering and incompetent, 
the inference is that, although surgery stood, in 
his estimation, immeasurably superior to the science 
of physic, he had small opinion of the skill of 
these particular operators. 

* Monday and Tuesday (the 14th and 15th ot 
November, 1737) the Queen was what the doctors. 
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surgeons, and courtiers called better ; " the wound 
had assumed do threatening symptomB ; the uck- 
nees bad much subsided ; " but those vbo bad 
judged by essential circumstances, and not on Uie 
hourly variation of trifles, whatever they might 
say from fashion or to please, could not in reality 
believe the Queen's condition more hopeful or less 
dangerous." As for the Queen herself, it is plain, 
from the account given ua by Lord John Hervey, 
that she had never entertained auy hopes of her 
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would continue; to which the politic doctor made 
answer, "Jtf crais que voire Majesty eera Mentdt 
eovlagA/* ^Tant mieux,'' she had calmly replied. 
The Qerman, for once in his life, was right, for 
the end came that night. 

What a dismal revelation of blundering and 
incapacity I What an exposi of the state of 
medical science in England in 1737! Well might 
Lord Hervey decline to be ^ so unjust as to put 
the science of surgery upon the same footing 
with physic." Only imagine hernia, treated by 
** four of the best physicians ^ in the land with 
blisters and the lancet^ with Daffy's Elixir, mint- 
water, usquebaugh, snake-root, and Sir Walter 
Raleigh's Cordial ! The College of Physicians 
might hold up a warning finger against Joshua 
Ward's ^drop and pill;" and yet it seems to us 
that Joshua Ward, ex-footman, now drjrsalter, em- 
piric, and quack as he was, might hold his own 
with the very best of thenu 
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Nor waa Queen Caroline the only royal victim. 
Fourteen years later on, Frederick, Prince of Wales 
(father of George III.), was sacrificed to the ignor- 
ance and incapacity of hia medical advisera. He 
had caugbt cold in the month of March 17ol: 
very little apprehensions were at first entertuned ; 
indeed, hardly an hour before hia death he had 
asked to see some friends, and had called for 
coffee and bread-and-butter. A fit of coughing 
came on, in the midst of which he died from 
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themaelyeB saw the incapacity of these men. Lord 
Melcombe, writing at the time, says truly, that 
''their ignorance or their knowledge of his disorder 
(whichever it might be) rendered them equally 
inexcusable for not calling in other assistance." 

"Let me, moreover, own to thee/' says the villain 
Lovelace, writing to his friend ^ John Belford, 
Esq.," in the style of a young man of fashion of 
the period, ''let me, moreover, own to thee that 
Dr. Hale, who was my good Astolfo (you read 
Ariosto, Jack), and has brought me back my wit- 
jar, had much ado, by starving diet, by profuse 
phlebotomy, and by flaying blisters, eyelet-hole 
cupping, a dark room, a midnight solitude in a 
mid-day sun, to effect my recovery. And now, 
for my comfort, he tells me that I may still 
have returns upon fuU moons — horrible! most 
horrible I^and must be as careful of myself at 
both equinoctials as CsBsar was warned to be of 
the ides of March." 
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Bleeding yrea the special refuge of the faculty 
from any influence which tended to create fulness 
or undue excitement The main principle, in fact, 
of the Sangrado doctrine eeems to have been that 
the patient must be lowered under all and every 
circumstance of disturbance. During the excite- 
ment which prevailed at the time of the drawing 
of the prizes at the lotteries at Guildhall, poor 
medical practitioners made it their business to 
attend, to be ready to " let blood " in cases where 
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^B to dinner." People -were " bloodeil " befure they 

vent on one of the long Btagc-coach joumeyti 

described bj Tobias Smollett ; before they toadQ 

^^Kieir wills ; before tbey did anytbtDg, in fact 

^^Brhicb was out of tbe course of their usual practice 

^^Bod their usual experience. la the old drinking 

^^pays, indeod, when men turned tbemselves into 

port-wine barrels, and coloured their noses, jtiab 

as young men of tbe last generation coloured their 

tmeerBcbaums, we have already seen that bleeding 
ans oftentimes next door to a necessity. The men 
■ritb the huge paunches and the red noses, who 
figure in the caricatures of Gilray and Rowlandson, 
may have been, so far aa their features were con- 
, exaggiirations, but their paunches, their red 
I, their fat double cblna, tbeir elephantine limba, 
"^ "^[b by tlie ATtistH who 
^^pl«|^^^kpuliari ties. 
kbe verge 
I not only 



by tlie artist 
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relieved but frequently saved thom. Tlie doctors, 
although they preached abstention, were not one 
whit more abstemious than their patients. Rad- 
cliffe, in 1703, had an attack of pleurisy, which, 
owing to bis own imprudence, all but cost bim 
his life. Even during the attack be -could not be 
induced to abandon the everlsiating bottle; and 
Eornard, the sergeant-surgeon, being called in, bled 
him to the ext«nt of one hundred ounces (six 
lunds' weight of blood !), and by this means 
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pint of colchicum, and a rivulet full of gorged 
leeches.'* " Copious bleeding," however, says his 
biographer, * reduced the man rather than the local 
ills which teased him. That he should have 
bowed to the barbarous system of the day amazes 
us. The faculty, wiser now, regard the blood as 
the life. Their statistics show that up to the 
year 1839 1,000,000 leeches were supplied yearly 
to the Parisian hospitals, while daring the last 
twelve years the annual supply has been only 
50,000^"* 

It seems to us appropriate to close our references 
to the old ^bleeding" days with a good story from 
Boileau. A French physician, named Bernard, 
^ne day found an old Abb^, a stranger to him, 
playing at cards with one of his patients. He had 
no sooner seen him than he exclaimed with much 
vehemence, ^What do you here? Qo home, 
get bled immediately I You have not one minute 

* Fitspatrick's ** Life of Charles Lever," l, 280. 
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to lose ! " The Abb^ remained motionless in great 
alarm. He was conveyed home. M. Bernard bled 
him in the usual unstinting fashion, three or four 
times, drenched him, of course, with drastic drugs, 
hut found bim not one whit the better. On the 
third day, everything having been done that medical 
Bcience could devise, and everything having failed, 
the sick man's brother was sent for from the 
country. He arrived in Iiaste, and was informed 
the Abbi^ was dying, "Of what disease?" 
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of deaths to cures in St. Bartholomew's and St 
Thomas's Hospitals in 1741 was one in ten; dur- 
ing 1780 the mortality had diminished to one in 
fourteen; during 1813^ to one in sixteen; while in 
1827, out of 12,494 patients, 259 only died, or OTie 
vn forty-eigkL The improvement of course has 
been steadily maintained. The power of the small- 
pox, which at one time swept off one-half of our 
population, has been practically annihilated, a fact 
to which the stupid folks who seek to evade the 
beneficent provisions of the law which has pro- 
duced the result, prefer to remain wilfully ignorant. 
Typhus fever, which at one time was accustomed 
to visit this country in annual epidemics, and to 
slay one out of every three whom it attacked, is 
now seldom seen as an epidemic, and its average 
mortality in 1839 did not amount to one in six- 
teen. Measles, scarlet fever, whooping-cough, are 
no longer regarded with the terror they once in- 
spired. According to the author of "Physic and 
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Phyaicifljis," from 1799 to 1808 the mortality of 
consumption amounted to about 27 per cent of 
tiiose who became ill ; from 1808 to 1813 it 
diminished to 23 per cent ; aod from 1813 to 1822 
it still further decreased to 22 per cent. For these 
results, and the position to which the science of 
medicine and its professors occupy at the present 
time, it seems to us that we are in no small degree 
indebted to the noble army who have fallen victimB 
> the bungling practitioners of former days. 



CHAPTER V. 

THE RED CROSS ON THE DOOR 

Thomas Stevens, the Jesuit, who is said to have 
been the first Englishman known to have reached 
India by the Cape of Qood Hope, gives us, in 
1579, an account of the trials which awaited the 
mariners of the days of Elizabeth. "You shall 
understand," he tells us, " that, the Cape passed, 
there be two ways to India : one within the Isle of 
St. Lawrence,* which they take willingly, because 
they refresh themaelves at Mozambique a fortnight 
or a month, not without great need; and thence, in 
a month more, land at Coa. The other is without 
the Isle of St. Lawrence, which they take when 

^ Madngascar. 
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they set forth so late, tmd come so late to the 
Point that tlity have no time to take the foresaid 
Mozambiijue; and then they go heavily [i.e.. 
Badly], because in this way they take no port, and 
by reason of the long navigation and want of food 
and water, they fall into sundry diseases : their 
gums wax great and swell, and they are fain to 
cut them away ; their legs swell, and all the body 
becoiueth sore and so benumbed that they cannot 
hand nor foot, and so they die for weakness; 
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we remember rightly, that excellent scholar and 
writer, Charles EingHley, has made it the subject 
of one of the most pathetic incidents in his 
admirable story of " Westward Ho ! " In thd 
burning fever of the caUntv/ra the sailors of 
Elizabeth fimcied in their delirium that the sea 
was the green fields of their fiative land, and 
would plunge into it if not restrained Thus 
Swift:— 



"So, by a calenture misled. 

The mariner with rapture sees. 
On the smooth ooean*s azure bed, 

E!namell*d fields, and verdant trees; 
With eager haste he longs to rove 

In that fantastic scene, and thinks 
It must be some enchanted grove; 

And in he leaps, and .down he sinks. 



»t 



Of those that survived an attack of the coUentu/ra 
few ever regained their strength; they lost their 
memory, and gradually lapsed into idiocy. The 
writers of the time describe it as ^^ a very burning 
and pestilent ague,'' i.e., fever. The suddenness 
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of its operation ia referred to by Philip Masainger 
in the Fatal Dowry: — 



Aiid aliHiik my livi 



"Thou doBt atrika 
to my heart's high heat, 
', like the caiaitare." 



Referencea (but we think not many) will be 
found to it ID other works such as Bishop (Joseph) 
Hall's Poems, " The London Prodigal," Sir John 
DeDham'a worka, etc. ; but no euch disease as the 
calenture appears to be known to modern medi- 
it 13 an old enemy which has fied before 
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apartment, a yearly pension of six hundred florins, 
and a benefice which produced nearly one hundred 
marks, offered him by Henry YUI. and Cardinal 
Wolsey, were not sufficient to counterbalance the 
disgust he felt at the incommodious and bad ex- 
position of the houses, the filthiness of the streets, 
and the unspeakable nastiness of the indoor arrange- 
ments. " The floors,'' he says in his letters, ** are 
commonly of clay, strewed with rushes, under 
which lie undisturbed an ancient collection of lees, 
grease, fragments, bones, spittle, excrements of dogs 
and cats, and everything that is nasty." If this 
was the condition of aristocratic and well-to-do 
people, we may imagine the condition of the very 
poor. To the sordid, uncleanly, swinish mode of 
life adopted by our predecessors, high and low, 
Erasmus was disposed to impute the frequent 
visits of plague and pestilence to our shores; and 
there can be no question but that he was right 
Another reason for the dreadful mortality which 



140 



DOCTOItS AXD DOCTOHa 



characterised these visitations was the close crowd- 
ing of the people, the narrow lanes and thorough- 
fares, the absence, above aU, of sanitary arrange- 
ments and regulations of the most primitive de- 
scription. The Star Chamber was continually 
giving illegal force to royal proelamationa which 
discouraged any iacreaae in the buildings of 
London, pulling down erections and ini(]nitoufily 
confiscating the materials and property of the 
builders, discouraging the congregation of coontry 
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sufficient to commence oar short review some three 
hundred years after the Norman Conquest. The 
putrid form of typhus, which received the name 
of the Black Deaih, because the bodies turned black 
with rapid putrefaction, made its appearance in 
1348 (time of Edward III.), travelling to this 
country by way of Italy, and taking some eight 
years, to complete its leisurely but thoroughly prac 
tical progress. In the course of little more (perhaps 
a little less) than twelve months it is said to have 
carried off 2,500,000 persons, in other words, half of 
the entire population of England. In London alone 
two hundred were buried daily in the Charter- 
house yard. Thirteen years later on, in the same 
reign (1361-2,) again in 1367, and yet again in 
1369, a dreadful mortality prevailed in London 
and Paria In the year 1407 (reign of Henry IV.) 
30,000 persons perished of pestilence in London. 
In 1478 (reign of Edward IV.) a plague raged 
which destroyed more people than the continual 
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wara which had prevailed during the fifteen pre- 
ceding years. In 1485 the curioas and awful 
disease then known as the Sudor Anjlieiis, or 
"sweating sickness," made its first appearance. It 
broke out among the foreign levies of the army 
of the Earl of Richmond upon hia landing at 
Milford Haven, and spread to London, where it 
raged from the beginning of August till the end 
of October. In 1499 — 1500 the plague prevailed 
i dreadfully in London that Henry VII. and bis 
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The ^sweating sickness'' was most prompt in its 
malignancy and fatal in its action. It killed in 
one or two hours; never taking more than twenty- 
four to accomplish its deadly work. Our friend 
Caius describes it and its treatment which^ so 
far as we are able to judge, was a fairly sensible 
one, the patient being strictly guarded against 
taking cold, and the perspiration promoted instead 
of being checked. Caius puts the cause down to 
"evil diet" rather than the right one, and founds 
his erroneous opinion upon the fact that, ''those 
who had the disease, sore with peril or death, were 
either men of wealth, ease, and welfare, or of the 
poorer sort, such as were idle persons, good ale 
drinkers, and tavern haunters — the laborious and 
thin-dieted," he says, " escaped." In 1529, and then 
only, it infested the Netherlands and Qermany. 
In the latter country it interrupted a conference 
at Marpuigh, between Luther and Zwinglius. The 
two sons of Charles Brandon, both Dukes of Sussex. 
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were carried off by it, wben it paid ita fifth and 
last viait in 1551. 

The fact tliat the putrid typhus, or "Black 
Death," never appeared again, is simply an evidence 
of the beneficial effect of some sort of attention to 
drainage and sanitary arrangement; but the "Black 
Death " is not dead as is generally supposed. An 
unknown and incurable disease, which was named 
the Black Death on account of pui-ple blotches 
coining out on the akin, made its appearance in 
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his firiends, supplemented probably by Dr. Hodges's 

Lavrnologia, published originally in Latin in 1666, 

and in English in 1720 and 1721 respectively. We 

shall not <^ course enter into details which he has 

so admirably and ably described, but shall illustrate 

one or two of his observations from materials we 

have gathered from persons who passed through the 

horrors of the visitation, and which may possibly 

be unknown to the great minority of our readers. 

While speaking of the quacks who at first made 

a harvest out of the terrors of the people, he gives 

us the names of some of the leading physieians of 

that time. ^ There is no doubt," he says, ** but 

these quacking set of fellows raised great gains out 

of the miserable people; for we daily found the 

crowds that ran after them were infinitely greater, 

and their doors were more thronged than those of 

Dr. Brooks, Dr. Upton, Dr. Hodges, Dr. Berwick, 

or any, though the most fiunous men of the time. 

And I was told that some of them got five pound 

10 
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a day by their pbysic." Further oiij he refers to 
the maiiDer in which some of the phyaiciaDS de- 
serted their posts in a spirit of sheer terror and 
cow&rdice, contrasting their conduct with those 
who fell victims to their exemplary course. " It 
ia true, when the infection came to such a height 
OS I have now mentioned, there were very few 
physicians which car'd to stir abroad to sick housea, 
and very many of the most eminent of the faculty 
i dead as well as the surgeons also, for now it 
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is a Doctor to be let !' so that several of these 
physicians were fain for a while to sit still and 
look about them^ or at least remove their dwell- 
ings, and sot up in new places, and among new 
acquaintance; the like was the case with the clergy. 
who the people were indeed very abusive to, 
writing verses and scandalous reflections upon them, 
setting upon the church door, 'Here is a pulpit to 
be let/ or sometimes ' to be sold/ which was 
worse." 

One of the London physicians of this period was 
the celebrated Thomas Sydenham, now in his forty- 
second year. Mr. Timbs, in his volumes of " Ana," 
compares him favourably with his frightened 
brethren, and gravely tells us that he would not 
desert his post, no, not ''for a single day; he 
was resolved/' says our authority, ''to live or die 
in the performance of his duty. In a Latin work 
on the plague (his Latinity," says Mr. Timbs^ " is 
very fine, and he never writes without giving valu- 
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able InformatioD) he declares that, though nec^es- 
earily visiting the sick, he was never ill. lie took 
a few extra glasses of wine, kept his mind in a 
calm frame, prayed daily, and trusted in Ood I " 
Now, where Mr, Timbs got his information from 
'We do not know, but, unfortunately, it ia not true. 
The person who paid these coDstant visita, who 
wrote the Latin which delighted Mr. Timbs's mind, 
who drank even the " extra glasses of wine," 
was not Sydenham at all, but quite another phy- 
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Now for the extra glasses of wine which no 
doubt Sydenham did drink (the gracefukiess of his 
accomplishments as a Latin scholar we do not for 
one moment dispute). Writing in his assumed 
character of a journalist of the Plague year, Defoe 
tells us that he kept himself from infection by "a 
preparation of strong scent." "Neither did I do/' 
he goes on to say, "what I know some did, keep 
the spirits always high and hot with cordials, 
and wi/ne and such things, and which, as I ob- 
served, one learned physician used himself so much 
to, as that he could not leave them off when the 
infection was quite gone, and so became a sot for 
all his life afber." We are afraid that the 'Meamed 
physician " here referred to but not designated by 
name, was the learned Dr. Nathaniel Hodges. 

One of the most courageous of the physicians, 
a constant attendant upon the infected throughout 
the visitation from its commencement to its close, 
was Nathaniel Hodges, M.D. The prophylactic of 
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HoJgea and tia friend the apothecary, who ac- 
companied him as far at least aa the threshold of 
danger vaa thia: they would take four or five gills 
apiece of the choicest Canary while taking their 
rounds, before they returned home to dinner. Thus 
primed, the doctor would enter without fear into 
many infected families, while the apothecary, &om 
whom our authority (Dr. Daniel Turner) had hie 
information, "durst not accompany him; but rather 
to wait at the sack shop, as he called it, 
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self, is somewhat amusing. On rising in the 
morning (which was early) he would take ''the 
quantity of a nutmeg of his Antipeetilential 
EUctuaryr After this precaution " I ventured/' 
he says, ** into a large room, where crowds of 
citizens used to be awaiting for me, and there I 
commonly spent two or three hours, as in an 
hospital, examining the several conditions ... of 
all who came thither, some of which had ulcers 
yet uncured, and others to be advised under the 
first symptoms of seizure, all which I endeavoured 
to despatch with all possible care to their various 
exigencies." The patients got rid of, the learned 
physician had his breakfast, after which, till dinner 
time, he employed himself in visiting the sick at 
their own houses. Upon his entrance, he informs 
us, '' I had immediately burnt some proper thing 
[by way of fumigaticm] upon coals, and also kept 
in my mouth some lozenges all the while I was 
examining them." He never entered any infected 
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house when the pores were opened by active 
exercise, or, as he himself expresses it, when " I 
sweated or was short-breathed with walking, and 
kept my mind as composed as possible, being 
sufficiently warned by such who bad grievously 
suffered by uneasiness in that respect." Some 
hours were consumed in these visits before he 
returned home. Before dinner he always had 
" a glass of sack [possibly three or four] to 
the stomach, refresh tlie spirits, and 
: of the infectio 



TEE BED CROSS ON THE DOOB, 158 

and then concluded the evening at home by drink- 
ing to cheerfulness of my old fiEivourite liquor, 
which encouraged sleep and an easie breathing 
through the pores all night. But if in the day 
time I found the least approaches of the infection 
upon me, as by giddiness, loathing at stomach, 
and faintness^ I immediately had recourse to a 
glass of this wine, which presently drove these 
beginning disorders away by transpiration. In the 
whole course of the sickness, I found myself ill 
but twice, and was soon again cleared of its ap- 
proaches by these means, the help of an issue 
contributing, and of such antidotes as I always 
kept by me." ''Gratitude," he says in another 
place, ''obliges me to do justice to the vertues 
of sack, as it is deservedly ranked among the 
principal antidotes, whether drank by itself or 
impregnated with wormwood^ angelica, etc., for I 
have never yet met with anything so agreeable to 
the nerves or spirits in all my experience." And 
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then be launches into a description of his favourite 
antidote : " that which is best is middle aged, neat, 
tine, bright, racey, and of a walnut flavour ; and ib 
is certainly true that during the late fatal 
times both the infected and the well found most 
benefit from it, unless they used it too intem- 
perately." 

Ay 1 " too intempcrately " : there was the rub. 
" Sack," we are afraid, was a dangerous though a 
grateful antidote to this brave but blundering 
doctor. Whether he waa or was not the learned 
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extensive practice, would have come to so miser- 
able an ending.* 

In the British Museum is a bi'oad-sheet printed 
during the visitation of 1665. It is framed in a 
deep black border, relieved by cheerful figures of 
skuUsy cross-bones^ mattocks, and skeletons, the 
sheet being surmounted by a roughly executed 
woodcut representing the destroying angel hovering 
over the devoted city. In the foreground stands 
Death, holding in one hand a dart as large and as 
heavy as himself, and in the other an hour-glass. 
The sheet contains a list of the numbers who 
died in London weekly during that year, the 
printed list ending June 13th (when it was pro- 
bably printed), the record being afterwards con- 
tinued in MS. According to this, in the week 
ending 25th of April, 1665, the total burials was 
398, two only having died of plague. On the 

* There Ib a monument to Hodgee in the Church of St. Stephen*B, 
Walbrook. 
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4th of July the number had mounted up to l,006t 
of which 470 were plague patients. For the week 
ending 29th of August, the number ia stated at 
7,496, of which 6,102 had died of the plague. On 
the 19th of September the number was 8,297| 
7,165 thereof having died of the pestilence. Thia 
appears to be the highest return. After this week 
the number lessened in an extraordinary ratio, and 
by the 26th of December the burials were only 
152 being plague patients. By the 20th of 
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of this dreadful time, and an extract fnnn' it may 
prove interesting. Sancrofl would appear to have 
been one of the clergy referred to in the '' Journal 
of the Plague Tear," who had deserted their 
posts ^-^ 

" Death stares us continually in the face in 
every infected person that passeth by and in every 
coffin which is daily and hourly carried along the 
streets ; the bodies now cease to putt us in minde 
of our mortallity. The custom was in the be- 
ginning to bury the dead in the night onely; now 
both night and day will hardly be tyme enough 
to do it. For the last week mortallity did too 
apparently evidence that the dead was piled in 
heapes above ground for some houres together, 
before either tyme could be gained or place to 
bury them in. • • . The disease itself (as is acknow- 
ledged by our practitioners in phisic) was more 
favourable in the beginninge of the contagion : now 
more fierce and violent — and they themselves do 
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likewise confesae to stand amazed to meet with soe 
many vanous symptomes wbich they finde amongst 
their patients. One week the generall distempers 
[prevailing syviptoms] are botches and boiles, the 
next week as cleare skin aa may be, but Death 
spares neither. One week full of spotts and tokens, 
anil perhaps the succeeding will none at alL Now 
taken with a vomiting and loosonesse, and within 2 
or 3 dayes almost a generall raging madnesse. One 
while patients used to linger 4 or 5 dayes, att 
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Burnett and Dr. Qlover and 1 or 2 more of the 
Colledge of Fhisitians, with Dr. ODowd, who was 
licensed by my Lord Grace of Canterbury, some 
surgeons, apothecaryes, and Johnson the chymist, 
dyed all very suddenly. Some say (but Qod forbid 
that I should report it for truth) that there is 
a consultation together, if not all yet the greater 
parte of them attempted to open a dead corps 
which was full of the tokens; and being in hand 
with the dissected body some fell down dead im- 
mediately, and others did not outlive the next day 
at noone." The writer assures the reverend ab- 
sentee that all are well and in safety at his house; 
gives him other household information; and con- 
cludes with telling him in a side note that he 
keeps the rooms fumigated with ** brimstone, hops, 
pepper, and firankincense, etc.** * 

The variation in the symptoms mentioned in this 
letter are confirmed by Hodges. The usual pre- 

* Hari. MS., 8785, foL 50. 
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monitory signs were chilliness and shiveriDg ; tlien 
followed convulsive modons, n&asea, carbuncles, 
intolerable headache, frenzy, fever; afler the fever 
faintness, violent palpitation of the heart, lassitude, 
blains or pustules, which were apt to mortify if 
" unadvisedly opened " (they were usually so painful 
that they could not bear the lancet). These swel- 
lings, or " buboes," as Hodges calls them, were 
eometimes as large as a "halfpenny loaf, id othera 
exceeding an hen's egg," the fever generally 



THE BBD CROSS ON THB DOOB. 161 

aceniate, that it was believed by many of his con- 
temporaries and successors to have been the 
"journal " of one who personally remembered the 
facts. 

"The pain of the swelling was in particular 
very violent, and to some intoUerable ; the physi- 
cians and surgeons may be said to have tortured 
many poor creatures even to death. The swellings 
in some grew hard, and they apply'd violent draw- 
ing plasters or poultices to break them; and if 
these did not do, they cut and scarified them 
in a terrible manner. In some those swellings 
were made hard, partly by the force of the dis- 
temper, and partly by their being too violently 
drawn, and were so hard, that no instrument could 
cut them, and then they burnt them with caustics, 
so that many died raving mad with the torment, 
and some in the very operation. In these dis- 
tresses, some for want of help to hold them down 

in their bed% or to look to them, laid hands upon 

U 
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themselves, . . . some broke out into the Btreets, 
perlmps naked, and would run directly down to 
the river, if they were not stopt by the watch- 
men, or other officers, and plunge themselves into 
the water, wherever they found it. 

" It ofUin pierc'd my very bouI to hear the 
groans and crys of those who were thus tormented; 
but of the two this was counted the most pro- 
mising particular in the whole infection, for, if these 
swellings could be brought to a head, and to break 
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or to their own homes, if possible^ as I mentioned 
before, and then sit down, grow faint and die. 
This kind of dying was much the same, as it 
was with those who die of common mortifications, 
who die swooning, and, as it were, go away in a 
dream; such as died thus had very little notice 
of their being infected at all, till the gangrene 
was spread thro' their whole body ; nor could 
physicians themselves know certainly how it was 
with them, till they opened their breasts, or other 
parts of their body, and saw the tokenaJ^ 

The barbarous treatment to which Defoe alludes 
Hodges was opposed to; and it will be remembered 
that he says the infected "found most benefit" 
from the moderate use of his fiivourite remedy — 
''middle aged, neat, fine, bright^ racey" sack "of 
a walnut flavour." Bleeding and ''scarification" 
he distinctly set his face against. "Indeed," he 
says, "I should pass it by here as fiital, but that 
I know many unskilful and rash persons who not 
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only let blood largely at one time, but onler it 
likewise to be repeated until the patient faiots." 
It may here be mentioned that one attack of plague 
did not protect the patient from a second or more. 
Hodges mentions cases in which he had known 
persons attacked twice, thrice, nay. 



..L, 



as many 



as siK times, the last. cases often proving fatal. 

With reference to antidotes, Defoe mentions the 
case of one of the bearers of the dead who, unlike 
many of hia confreres, survived the whole of the 
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he supplied its place with garlic and rue. Hodges, 
although fond of sack, was a profound anti- 
tobacconist, and would not admit the virtues of 
the fragrant weed, the nature of which, like all 
non-smokers, he failed to understand. His remarks 
in reference to it will be received at least as 
original and amusing. '' It remains," he says, 
"that we now say somewhat concerning the use 
of tobacco, whose virtues for this purpose are 
extreamly cried up by Diemebroeck and some 

4 

others; but whether we regard the narcotic quality 
of this American henbane, or the poisonous oil 
which exhales from it in smoking, or that pro- 
digious discharge of spittle which it occasions, and 
which nature wants for many other important 
occasions, or, lastly, the exercise it gives to the 
lungs in drawing it, besides the aptUnde of iJu 
pestUerUial poison to be taken down with U, and 
the irksomeness of its scent, I must confess my- 
self at uncertainties about it; though, as to myself, 
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I UD its professed enemy, and WM accsstoiDed [as 
we all know] to aapply rta place as an anUdots 
with sack." It migbt have been bettor for A>dges, 
poor fellow, had he imbibed less of his fiiToarite 
beverage and unoked a pipe of mild Tirgima 
tobacco. 

Thieves were busy during the paralyus whicb 

attacked the powers, whether civil, civic, or military, 

dDi-iii^ the dreadfnl visitation of 1665, and, strange 

say, they were nearly all women. Few of the 
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present day. YiDegar, it may be mentioned, was 
largely used as a preservative by the nurses, and 

generally with good effect. 

# # « # # 

After 1665, and the great fire of the following 
year, which opened up the crowded lanes and 
alleys of London, and the removal of the traders 
into the wider thoroughfares of Paul's, Ludgate, 
Fleet Street^ and the Strand,* the plague and other 
foreign pestilences practically ceased to trouble us. 
More than a century and a half intervened, and 
then a dreaded and most formidable visitor was 
announced as being on its way to visit these shores 
from its usual Asiatic hunting grounds. The cholera 
appeared in India in 1774, and became endemic in 
Lower Bengal in 1817, whence it gradually moved 
on till it reached Russia in 1830, and Germany in 
1831. It announced its advent in England at 
Sunderland on the 26fch of October, 1831, reaching 

* ** Collection of acaroe pieces relatiDg to the last plague in . . . 
1665," 1721. 
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London in six months afterwards; but, although 
the mortality was very great, the state of England 
and English ideas of cleanliness and precaution, 
shamefully impeifect as they were, proved different 
to those which had prevailed a hundred and sixty- 
seven years before. Each subsequent visit its effects 
are likely to be greatly modified. For instance, in 
England and Wales 53,293 persons died of cholera 
in the visit of 1848-9, and 20,097 in 185-t. These 
;ure3 speak for themselves. The mere fact that 



CHAPTER VI. 

m 

THE OLD DOCTOR All D HIS REMEDIES. 

TN the earlj days of credulity and saperstition 
the popular mind was prepared to receive as 
a remedy anything of a mysterious character. The 
clerical professors of medicine were mainly re- 
sponsible for this state of things. Ignorant them- 
selves of any medical science, they had taught the 
popular mind to believe in the medicinal vii*tues of 
relics; and the man who could put faith in the 
remedial virtues of a fragment of bone, the saintly 
authenticity of which was usually more than 
doubtful, was prepared of course to believe in any 
absurdity, however grotesque. It was a necessary 
consequence of the descent of medicine from these 
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clerical practitioners, and from Btill more ftndeat 
and much more venerable authorities, that it 
should come into the hands of the doctors, twnted 
to some extent with superatitioo. If the physician 
laughed, as no douht he did laugh, at the credulity 
of the vulgar, bis remedies nevertheless appealed 
In no small degree to the imagination, and some- 
times to the superstition, of his patient ; and the 
reason of this was, that medicine at that time was 
a matter of theory rather than a practical and 
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old phyedcian, it must be remembered, was an 
astrologer ; and the superstition of a man who could 
pin his fiuth to "astrology" was capable, we mSky 
well believe, of covering a considerable area of 
ground. 

The leaven of credulity and superstition had 
leavened the whole mas& When learned judges 
were condemning poor old men and women, to 
death by burning, for casting a spell upon the 
cattle, the crops, or the children of their neigh- 
bours,* what may we expect of the general multi- 
tude ? The popular mind absolutely revelled in 
preposterous absurdities, and this credulity was 
not confined, be it observed, to the ignorant vulgar. 
A* ring made of the hinge of a coffin was credited 

* On the 4th of April, 1598, the three SamuelB of WarboyMfere 
condemned by Mr. Justice Fenner at Huntingdon for bewitcoing, 
with the aid of nine familiarB (one of whom was called Pluck), the 
children of Mr. Trockmorton. They were executed, and their goods 
escheated to Sir Thomas Cromwell as Lord of the Manor. An annual 
lecture was founded on the subject of wUcherafij to be preached in 
the presence of the corporation of Huntingdon every* Lady-day, by a 
Doctor or Bachelor of Divinity of Queen's College, Cambridge. 
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witfa the power of relicTiiig eraaips, vbtcb a^ao 
Tteeixed solaoe wben » nui^ old svord was hung 
up l^ the patimt's bed-«id84 Kmik driven into 
an oak tre« were not a care; bat a preaervative 
against toothadie. A baiter which had served to 
hang a cnnunal withsl, when bound roaiid the 
temples was found an infallible remed; for headache. 
A stiU more efScsciooa nmedj was found, of 
onorse, in the "moss" growing on a human akuU, 
wbicfa moss was dried and pulverised, and then 
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thing was to steal a piece of beef from the butcher, 
with which the warts were to be rubbed, after 
which it was to ^ye interred in any filth, and as 
the process of decomposition went on the warts 
yrould wither and disappear. 

The chips of a gallows on which several persons 
had been hanged, when worn in a bag round the 
neck, was pronounced an infallible cure for the 
ague. The nightmare, supposed, of course, to be 
caused by supernatural agency, was banished by 
means of a stone with a hole in it being suspended 
at the head of the sufferer's bed. This last remedy 
went by the name of a "hagstone," because it 
prevented the witches, who of course wrought the 
mischief, firom sitting on the patient's stomach. 
Its effect upon these mischievous old crones was 
singularly deterrent. The poor old creatures who 
could not have sat a horse the moment he began 
to walk, were credited with riding these animals 
over the moorland at headlong speed in the dead 
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of night, when better disposed and less frisky people 
were wrapped in slumber. A " hagstone " tied to 
the kei/ of the stable door at once put a stop to 
these heathenish va^ries. 

Some of these remedies were nndoubtedly effeo- 
tua], for the simple reason that they appealed 
directly to the superatition and the imagination 
of the ignorant and credulous, and what the 
imagination is capable of doing in the alteration 
ind cure of disease, we all know by reference to 
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physician and to the old empiric, and each made 
use of his knowledge always to the advantage of 
himself, and not unfirequently to the great advantage 
of his patient. 

Dr. Napper (time of Charles I.), who probably 
received his certificate to practice from the office of 
the Archbishop, in accordance with a privilege 
which, as we shall afterwards see, continued to be 
exercised far into the last century, cured the 
*' falling sickness " (i.e., epilefpay) by means of what 
he called '' constellated rings." A girl, afflicted with 
this dire disease, applied to him for relief, and 
received a ''constellated ring," which she wore in 
accordance with his direcUonSi and perfectly re- 
covered. Her parents unwisely told some of the 
narrow-minded Puritan divines of the fact, who 
said, with unusually elongated visages, that the cure 
was due to the agency of Satan, and advised 
them to throw the accursed ring away. ''Qod/' 
they said, ''would withhold His blessing, so long 



176 



DOCTORS AND DOCTOBa 



aa tbe maid wore so devilish a token." The rin^ 
accordingly was thrown into a well ; and the girl's 
imagination, deprived of its safegaard, began, 
an might have been expected, to work mis- 
chievously, and she became epileptic aa before. Th« 
parents at last had the well cleaned out, the ring 
was recovered and worn again by the girl, wher^ 
upon the fits again lefl her. A year or two 
afterwards the atupid Puritans, who deemed it no- 
ng less than sataiiical to humour the imagina- 
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up the parable of the pharisaical Puritans, who 

looked askant at him and his useful buffoonery, 

"Those who despise Qod's mercies are incapable 

or unworthy of enjoying them ; " and so, between 

the astute doctor, the ignorant parents, and their 

prejudiced and mischievous advisers, the unfortunate 

patient came to grief. We take the case on the 

authority of the celebrated William Lilly, the 

"Sidrophel" of Hvdibras, the contemporary and 

friend of Napper, and there is no doubt what* 

ever as to its authenticity, which is more than 

may be said for the so-called "miracles" at 

Lourdea 

The power of the imagination in the alleviation 

and cure of disease is proved by the thousands and 

thousands of persons who resorted to the Stuarts to 

be cared of the scrofula by the imposition of the 

royal hand, the particulars of which we have of 

course no intention of reproducing here. Probably 

in the vast majority of cases the patients who 

12 
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were brought by their parents and friends to tlieae 
popular lev&9, were not afflicted with scrofula, or 
indeed any serious miBchief. The Hon. Dainea 
BarringtoD, in his " ObservatioDs on the More 
Aucient Statutes," tells us of an old man, a witness 
in a cause, who stated that when Queen Aune 
was at Oxford she had touched him for the "Evil" 
whilst a child. Barrington asked him, when ha 
.had concluded his examination in chief, whether he 
meant to tell them seriously that he was really 
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porary, there is evidence to show, — a fact which 
goes to prove (as in the case of Dr. Napper's maid) 
that^ when the effect of the imagination had 
passed away, the mischief, if serious, was liable 
to retmiL 

An amusing illustration, true or untrue, of the 
power of the imagination to which we have 
alluded will be found in Aubrey's ''Miscellanies." 
The incident occuired immediately after the Be- 
storation. One Aviso Evans, being afflicted with a 
Bardolphian or ''fungous nose/' had an impression 
that it was revealed to him, that the king's hand 
would effect a perfect cure. So strongly was he 
impressed with this conviction, that the first time 
Charles IL made his appearance in St. James's 
Park, Evans, who had been long awaiting, and had 
secured an advantageous position, seized the king's 
hand, kissed it, and rubbed his preposterous snout 
therewith, which naturally enough astonished and 
"disturbed the king;" but^ as we are told, really 
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cured the fungous and unsightly pcotuherance 
which Avise Evans hud been accustomed to term 
hia "nose," Whether the "fungus" ceased thence- 
forth to trouWe the poor man is an interesting 
question which we are unable to answer either yea 
or nay. 

"Kings and Kings sones," says old Andrew BoixJe 

in his quaint English, "ami other noble men, hath 

ben eximious [eminent] physicians," which we 

lould construe into the modem rendering, that 
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of the sovereign, was considered a most potent 
remedy. The mode in which the rings received 
their healing virtues is described in ''An Ancient 
Book of Ceremonial of the Kings of England/' in 
MS., quoted by Bishop Percy, in his "Northumber^ 
land Household Book."* The ceremony seems 
usually to have been performed on Good Friday, 
or some other day set apart for devotional pur- 
poses. The king, we are told, would oome to his 
chapel, "or closet," with his lords, without any 
sword being borne before him, as was usual in other 
public ceremonies, and there he waited until the 
bishop and the dean had '* brought in the cruci- 
fixe out of the vestrie, and laide it upon the 
cushion before the high Altar." It was then the 
duty of "the usher to lay a carpett for the Kinge 
to creepe to the crosse upon, and that done," a 
form was " sett upon the carpett before the crucifix, 
and a cushion laid upon it [the carpet] for the 

* Ed. 1827, p. 430. 
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Kinge to kneele upon. And the masttr of the 
Jewell House " was to stand ready " with the 
crampe rings in a Basin of Silver," while the clerk 
of the closet also waited "with the Booke concem- 
inge the hallowinge of the Crampe rings," the 
almoner at the same time kneeling "on the right 
hand of the Kinge holdinge the aayd booke. When 
that is done, the Kinge hhalt rise and goe to the 
Altar, wheare a gentleman usher shall be redie with 
a cushion for the King to kneele upon. And then 
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nothing less than preposterous. Lord Chancellor 
Hatton, writing to Sir Thomas Smith during the 
prevalence of an alarming epidemic, makes ''bold 
to recommend his most humble duty to our dear 
Mistress [Queen Elizabeth] by this letter and ri/ng^ 
which hath the virtue to expel infectious airs/' 
and trusts that, ** when the virtue is known, it shall 
not be refused for its [small intrinsic] value." 
The learned Robert Burton tells us, that when 
spending his vacation at his father's house at 
Lindley, in Leicestershire, he for the first time 
"observed an amulet of a spider in a nutshell 
lapped in silk, so applied [carried about her] by 
my mother; whom, although I knew to have ex- 
celleot skill in chirurgery, sore eyes, aches, etc., 
and such experimental medicines, as all the country 
where she dwelt can witness, to have done many 
famous and good cures upon divers poor folks, that 
were otherwise destitute of help; yet^ among all 
other experiments, this, methought, was most 
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stfiord and ndkoloos. I ooold see oo wansnt for 
it. Qvid amnea oiin /rbn f For what ftotipatli; 7 
Tm at Icoigth, rambling amongst aathore (as often 
I do), I tbuad this Teiy medicine in Dioaoorides, 
improved by Uatthiolas, repeated by AlderoTaodns, 
tap. 'De Aranea,' '1*61. 'De lnsectii&'^ I b^an to 
have a better opinion of it, and to give more credit 
to amalets, when I eavi it m scnn« parties answer 
to experience." The singolar thing is, that Barton's 
strong common-sense is nnahle to recognise the 
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the devil's policy, who is the first founder and 
teacher of them." Pomponius notwithstanding, our 
unsophisticated minds can see small difference be- 
tween the virtues of a spider "lapped in silk,** 
and an amulet which enclosed some word or sen- 
tence of mystic import Appealing, as each did, to 
the fwiXh, of the wearer, one seems as likely to 
effect as much good as the other, provided always 
the wearer was ignorant of Pomponius and 
Dioscorides. 

The spider enclosed in his silken shroud had 
received the sanction of divers ancient medical 
authorities. Among the so-called antidotes or re- 
medies which were handed down to the old physi- 
cians by their still more ancient predecessors, it 
seems to us fitting that we should mention in this 
place the unicorn's horn, an accepted antidote 
against poison. The ancient naturalists taught 
that the fabulous animal which took the place of, 
and did duty for, the rhinoceros of later days was 
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itself perfectly conscious of the sanitary virtues 
which resided in its nasal protuberance, and would 
dip its horn in the water to purify and sweeten 
it ere it would drink. In one of tho.ie marvellous 
compositions of the days of "good Queen Bess," in 
which the writer was wont to draw largely upon 
his own imagination and the credulity of hia 
readers, Captain Wehb relates how, after having 
taken service with the King of France, and been 
moted to some position therein, he incurred the 
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great goodnesse, I was again restored to my former 
health." 

Its enormous price rendered the common use of 
this absurd remedial agent impossible. Thomas 
Decker speaks (in 1609) of "the unicorn, whose 
horn is worth half a city''; and Andrea Racci, a 
Florentine physician, relates that it had been sold 
by the apothecaries of Florence for as much as 
£24 sterling the ounce. Ambrose Pan^, however, 
exposed the cheating practices of these quack- 
salving vendors. Nevertheless, the virtues of the 
unicorn's horn found favour with the physicians of 
the seventeenth century. Dr. Hodges admits that 
he administered it to some of his plague patients 
in the hope that it would prove an antidote 
against the pestilential poison, but the result, 
he acknowledges, was anything but satisfactory. 
He puts more faith in ''troches of vipers" or 
" volatile salt of vipers," and, above all, in *' troches 
made of the flesh of a rattlesnake,'' which had 
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been sent over to him by a frienil in New" 
England. 

We are tempted to give a few fragments of old 
medical practice, warranted to effect complete and 
perfect cures. 

The following " excellent cure for the gout " is 
recommended in Nicholas Culpejiper's " Fr&gmenta 
Aurea," ItioO * : " Take a young puppy, all on^ 
colour, if you can get such a one, and cut him ia 
two pieces through tiie back alive, and lay one side 
hot to the ."TJeved place, the inner aide I 
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the gout in the great toe. It may be useful to 
the gouty reader to know this. 

The same learned authority prescribes the follow- 
ing remedy for '^ squinancy," which we call in these 
days quinaey : '* Take a silk thread £dipped] in the 
blood of a mouse, and let the party swallow it 

down that is troubled with the squiTiancy, pain, or 

• 

swelling, in the throat, and it will cure him." For 

toothache, the learned apothecary-physician recom- 
mends the martyr to apply '^a little spirit of 
vitrior' to his pained tooth, by means of lint 
"tyed to the top of a bodkin or wire." This, he 
assures us, will work a perfect cure. ''But be 
sure," he cautions us, '* you take not the oyl of 
vitriol instead />f spirit, for if you do, you will 
make foul work." 

For swellings he advises a literally swinish 
remedy. " Mark," he says, " where a swine rubs 
himself, then cut off a piece of the wood, and rub 
any swoln place with it^ and it will help it; [but] 
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with this proviso, that wh«e the hog ruhs bis 
bead, it helps the Bwellings of the head, umI 
where the Deck, tiiose of the neck, etc. If you 
cannot apply a part of the thing the hog rubbed 
a^inat to the grieved place you moat [on the 
principle of Mahomet and the mountain, accommo- 
date yourself to circumstancea, and] apply the 
grieved place to that," 

To know the duration, and above all, the nUiiuat« 
issue of a sickneaa, is a gift which many a modem 
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nnderstand how they work."* The only patients, 
for instance, who will die according to the above 
table or reckoning, are those who fall sick on the 
4th of July. Any hope of arriving at ''one" or 
"nothing" after this date, becomes^lt task as hope- 
less as the labours of Sisyphus. 

Andrew Borde, physician [1500 — 1649], owns, 
with much nalr^eti, that prurigo (a troublesome 
itching of the skin, arising from various causes, and 
of which there are several different kinds) was 
altogether beyond the power of his remedial skilL 
But " this I do advertise every man,'' he says, ** for 
this matter [ailment] to ordeyne or prepare a good 
paire of nayles, to cracke [scratch] and clawe, and 
to rent and teare the skynne and the fleshe, that 
the corrupt bloud maye runne out of the fleshe . • • 
and beware," he advises his patients, '^reverberate 
not the cause inwarde with no oyntment," and 
''dawe not the skyn with fyshye fyngers, but 

* L'Sbtnosa 
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washe the lundes to bedwards" [at bed time]. So 
much by Tray of specimen of Borde's " style : " ib i 
may be more convenient if henceforth we put his 1 
language into modem spelfing.* 

Calculus, BoFde tells us, waa caused "either by 
natui-e, or else by eating of evil and viscous [glu- 
tinous] meats and evil drinks, as thick ale or 
)>eer, eating broiled and fried meats, or meats that 
be diied in the smoke," such "as bacon, martiomas 
bfff, red herring, sprats, and salt meats, an^ crusts 
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the pain and break" the mischief " for a time ; " but 
"if it do oome accidentally/' then he mentions 
several remedies, specially recommending his ''own 
practice," which was as follows: — 

''First, I do use a diet, eating no new bread, 
except it be twenty-four hours old. I refuse cake, 
bread, saffron bread, rye bread, leavened bread, 
craknels, symnels*, and all manner of crusts; then 
I do drink no new ale, nor no manner of beer 
made with hops, nor hot wines. I do refrain from 
flesh and fish which be dried in the smoke, and 
from salt meats and shell fishes. I do eat no gross 
meats, nor burned flesh, nor fish." We presume 
that no modem physician would take exception to 
this sensible dietary. "Thus using myself," con- 
tinues Borde, "I thank God I did make myself 
whole, and many olhera" The learned doctor had, 
however, gone through a preliminary course of 

^ A kind of rich oake, generally made in a three-comered form. 
The term ib applied in Salop to a plum-oake with a raised crust. 

13 
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physic iQ the shape of a powder, composed of the 
following ingredients: — "of brome seeds, of percilles 
needa, of saxifrage seeds, of gromtl seeds, of either 
of these au ounce ; of gete stone a quarter of ao 
ounce ; of date stone as much ; of egg shells that 
chicken hath lain in, the pith pulled out, half aa 
ounce." Of this powder he took "half a spoonful 
morning and evening," in "posset ale or white 
wine," to serve, majbe, as a corrective to the 
egg sf tells. 
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Widow Trueby's Water," which he asserted to be 
the best possible safeguard ''in the world" against 
this miserable malady. The Widow Trueby, a 
neighbour of the knight, was one of the charitable 
ladies common enough in the provinces a century 
and half ago; and we may well believe that her 
simples ** did more good than all the doctors and 
apothecaries in the county" put together. She dis- 
tilled every poppy that grew within five miles of 
her, and distributed the water referred to "gratis 
among all sorts of people/' Sir Roger among the 
number. 

The £Eivourite remedy for ecUoidus, which carried 
off thousands of victims in the hard-drinking days 
of Qeorge II., was a nostrum prepared by Joanna 
Stephens, which was largely patronised by the 
medical lights of the time. Joanna Stephens was 
a contemporary of the vulgar Mrs. Mapp, and, like 
Mrs. Mapp, was a successful quack. She lived at 
a time when quackery was rampant in the Church, 
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in the anny, in every department of the State. 
The quacks had invaded the medical profession 
with triumphant euecees ; and " the Chevalier" 
John Taylor, Sally Mapp, Joshua Ward, Joanna 
Stephens, and " Doctor " Misaubin, were doing a 
buaineaa which drove the regular practitioners 
completely into the shade. The so-called remedy 
invented by Joanna Stephens was specially taken 
up by David Hartley, a celebrated physician of the 
The doctor published in 1738-9 various 
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lithomical subjects, as would macadamise one side of 
Lincoln's Inn Fields.'^ One of the principal 
ingredients in this infallible nostrum was soap; 
and the humiliating moral of Dr. Hartley's com- 
mendation and his patronage of the inventor is 
found in the fact that the doctor himself died of 
calculus in 1757, after swallowing, it was said, two 
hundred pounds* weight of soap through the 
medium of the remedy he so strongly believed in. 
Lord Orford, the father of Horace Walpole, was 
induced to try ** Mrs. Stephens' " remedy on the 
recommendation of his physician. Horace refers to 
the specific, and to the fears which he entertained 
of the effect of its action, in a letter written to Sir 
Horace Mann, on 14th January, 1745. His lordship 
died two months later on, declaring, it was said, 
on his deathbed, that he fell a victim to the neglect 
of his own maxim — quieta non movere. We doubt 
this much. If Lord Orford suffered under the pain- 
ful and dangerous disease for which the nostrum 
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waa prescribed, depend upon it, it was the malady 
and not the Bo-called remedy which finished him. 

Among the iioetruma warranted to effect pwTeet 
cures, which received the countenance of the faculty 
a century and a half ago, we may mention " Qod* 
dard's Drops," which owed their name and also 
their invention, it was said, to Jonathan Qoddard, 
Fellow of the Royal Society, Medical Profeasor of 
Greaham College, and whilom physician and con* 
fidant of Cromwell." This once favourite remedy 
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Walter Raleigh's Cordial" and "Daffy's Elixir," it 
will be remembered, were two of the nostrums ad- 
ministered to Queen Caroline in her last iUness, 
under the sanction of her physicians. Our ances- 
tors, especially "the Upper Ten," were confirmed 
medicine takers, and the "Cordial" and the famous 
"Jesuits' Powder" were favourite remedies with 
the celebrated Sarah, Duchess of Marlborough. It 
is conceivable that mixtures of this kind would do 
no harm, and might even do good, when adminis- 
tered under medical sanction and under certain 
conditions; and this is proved by the case of 
the Duchesse de Berri, who rallied under the in- 
fluence of Gams' " Elixir," simply because the crimi- 
nally ignorant medical quacks who had previously 
mismanaged the case, had brought her down to the 
gates of death. On the other hand, taken un- 
advisedly, popular remedies may do fatal mischief, 
as in the case of Oliver Goldsmith, who is believed 
to have hastened his end by imprudently resorting 
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to a remedy patronised hy the physicians of 
his time, and which was wholly uDsuited to his 
disease. 

The following is a copy of the advertisement of 
"Daffy's Elixir," as it appeared in the newspapers 
of the reign of Queen Anne*: — "DaflFy'a famous 
El ixi I- Sal u t is, prepared by Catherine Daffy, 
daiigliter of Mr. Thomas Daffy, late rector of Red- 
mile, in the Valley of Belvoir, who imparted it to 
his Kinsman, Mr. Anthony Daffy, who published 
tlic same to the benefit of the community and his 
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Elixir. To be had at the Hand and Fen, Maiden 
Lane, Covent Qardea" 

So much for nostrums which were honoured with 
the sanction of the tsLCultj a century and a half 
ago. They have carried us temporarily out of the 
course in which we originally started, and which 
we shall now resume, by closing the present chapter 
with some references to the old method of fore- 
stalling small-pox by means of inoculation. To gain 
some notion of the power of this loathsome disease 
in the days of Qeorge II., we need go no further 

m 

back than the letters of Horace Walpole. Writing 
to Sir Horace Mann, on the 2nd of April, 1750, he 
tells him that Francis Scott, Lord Dalkeith, eldest 
son of the then Duke of Buccleuch, was " dead of 
the small-pox in three days. It is so dreadfully 
fatal in his family," he continues, ''that, besides 
several uncles and aunts, his eldest boy died of it 
last year." Lord Dalkeith's "only brother, who 
was ill but two days, putrefied so fast, that his 
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li7ni)8 fell off as tkey lifted the body into the coffin." 
The ravages which this fell diaease committed leas 
than ninety years ago can scarcely be concwved in 
these vaccination days. It was an enemy almost as 
far-reaching, and even more iasi<IiouB, than the 
plague. It was a disease which wa^ strictly im- 
partial in its visitation, carrying off the rich and 
the poor, the aristocratic and the humble, without 
the slightest respect of persons or the elegance of 
■ surroundings, A family blighted in its fairest 
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practice with the greatest enthusiasm. It received 
the sanction of the king and queen, whose children 
were inoculated with success, the example being 
followed by some of the nobility and the more 
enlightened of the people. It made, however, as 
might have been expected, very slow progress 
amongst the masses, who found themselves ham* 
pered with two intellectual difficulties — the diffi- 
culty of understanding how any medical lesson 
worth the learning could be taught by the old 
women of the East, and of ascertaining what 
earthly purpose was to be served by securing the 
attack of a disease whose attacks you were anxious 
by all manner of means to avoid. A hospital for 
inoculation was suggested, and a small establishment 
set on foot by a Dr. Poole, which, from the fact of 
its being considered a ''pest house," was shifted to 
different localities before it obtained a permanent 
establishment It found at one time a settlement 
at a house in Old Street Road, which some years 
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ago \va& still abanding with its original stone sign 
of the " Swan Tavern," in Stock's Market, and 
bearing the date of 1G68, It was afterwards re- 
moved to the back of Cavendish Square, but oe- 
ca5^ioned so much alarm to the neighbourhood th&t 
it was found necessary again to transfer it to a 
greater distance; and Dr. Archer, vrho was for 
fort)-two years its pliysician, found it in the fields 
at Islington, with twelve beds, three patients, and 
, Urge debt As it increased, the matron received 
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for inoculation under their hands. They treated 
their patients after the manner recommended by 
Mead and other learned physicians, who had given 
attention to the subject of small-pox, and were, as 
a rule, very successfuL The practice was not con- 
fined to the duly qualified surgeons. Judging by 
the following advertisement which we find in the 
Oxford Journal of 11th February, 1758, any cow- 
doctor seems to have considered himself competent 
to perform the operation : — 

'<T^ QEOROE RIDLER, near Stroud, in the County of Qloeter, 
'"- Broadweaver, at the dedie of the peepel hereabout, do gi?e 
nautia, that I have vnokdaied these two seazona past, between 2 or 800 
for the small-poz, and but two or three of them died ; a mainy peepel 
be a feard of the thing, but exaith it is no more than srattin a bit of a 
haul in their yarm, a pushin in a piece of skraped rag dipt in sum 
of the pocky matter of a child under the distemper. That everybody 
in the nation may be served, I will, Qod willin, undertake to inokeUat 
them with the pervizer they will take the purges beforehand, and 
loose a little blud away,' for Judf a erown a head, and I will be bould to 
■ay, noo body goes beyond me. 

"N.B. — Poor volk at a shillin a head, InU all muit pay for tke 
purgin,** 



What with his phonetic spelling, his •'pervizer," 
and his ''nautis/' his bleeding and his '^purgin," to 
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say nothing of the deep mystery involved in hia 
outlandish patois, we doubt not that George Ridler 
made a good thing by hie practice of " inokelation." 

It is noteworthy that Sir Richard Blackmore, and 
Mr. Tannerj surgeon to St. Thomas's Hospital, di»- 
tinguished tJiemselves by their opposition to inoc»r- 
lation. They maintained that the preventive power 
of inoculation was contrary both to reason and 
experience, and that more deaths occurred after the 

oration than from the disease when taken in its 
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monstrous conclusion, that it was impious to attempt 
to alleviate or remove any of the disorders which 
a/re sent froni Ood to afflict mankind — an argument 
which, if it means anything at al^ amounts, of 
course, to the impious assertion that Qod is a God 
of vengeance, and not a Qod of mercy and com- 
passion. There are dei^men and spiritual teachers 
of this kind at the present time, but their narrow* 
minded prejudices find an exit in channels into 
which it would be inexpedient and unnecessary 
in this pUice to follow thenu 

Leaving these stupid folk out of the question, the 
advantages of vnocuUUion were calculated by more 
sensible and matter-of-fact people in this way : If 
one in seven die of small-pox ^ taken in the natural 
way, and one in three hundred and twelve by 
inoculation (which was asserted to be the experi- 
ence), then, as one million divided by seven gives 
142,8571, one million divided by 312 gives 3,205^, 

* Sir ThomM Wftteon fixes the number as *' one in /ve.** 
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|he advantage gained in one million of patients 

cing 139,(Jji;?4T' ^'^'^ ^"^ f'"' inoculation most have 

led the victims of a peculiarly loatliBome m&Iady. 

But inoculation, in truth, had a very ugly feature 

jid this we shall describe in the words of Sir 

Watson : " The true value of inoculation 

upon the whole, cannot even be considered equi- 

I'ocal. To all individuals doomed to have the small- 

|)0X itfi advantages were indeed great and obvious; 

the community at large it was a grievous evil. 

iiy carrying the virus and the disease into every 

lillage throughout the length and breadth of the 

Hid, the practice of inoculation multiplied the foci 

enlarged the sphere of contagion, insured the 



THE OLD DOCTOB AND HIS BEMEDIES. 209 

' Jenner's priceless discovery placed the chance of 
catching small-pox on a par with the chance of 
dying after inoculation. Previous to 1826 the aver- 
age of deaths by small-pox annually within the 
Bills of Mortality was never less than 4,000; the 
total in that year was 603; and since Jenner's dis- 
covery, the disease as an epidemic has practically 
disappeared from among us. Yet in the face of 
this experience, and because some persons have died 
in consequence of the unsoundness of their con- 
stitutions, or even from some impure vaccine matter, 
because experience proves that vaccination holds 
its preservative powers for a limited jiumber of 
years, and requires to be renewed after a time, 
many persons have jumped to the conclusion that 
the whole system of vaccination is founded 4>n a 
dangerous mistake. The preventive for any unfor- 
tunate result has been found, by taking (as in 
Belgium) the vaccine from a vaccinated calf, — a 

practice which Sir Thomas Watson, in the article 

14 
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from wliich wo have quoted, strongly i 
but if ten, twenty, one hundred peraons were to 
die ia consequence of vaccination from the humaa 
subject, better that theae should perish, than that 
ten thousand victims should be swept away, 
Leicester seems to have distinguished itself so 
vigorously ia its opposition to compulsory vaccina- 
tion, that the law there cannot be enforced. What 
the ultimate result will be remains to be seen. It 
ssible that when the next outbreak of small- 
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We have seen it somewhere stated, that the only 
difference which separated the old physician from 
the quack was the .fact^ that the former wore a 
round velvet cap and doctor's gown, and knew a 
little Latin. It is scarcely worth while to con- 
tradict an assertion which bears on its face the 
evidence of its own absurdity. We have seen 
that the old physician was an accomplished scholar; 
and that his professional learning was great, jij^ged, 
that is to say, by the standard of the professional 
knowledge of his day. Although he brought to his 
aid a number of superstitious and absurd remedies, 
and entertained some odd notions on the subject of 
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natural history, and the properties of metals and 
precious stones, it must not be inferred that he 
knew nothing of the art of healing. If you look 
into his books, you will find that he knew «wne- 
thing, although hia knowledge weighed in the prac- 
tical balances of to-day would amount to nothing. 
Between liim and the quack, however, there was 
this difterence : that the one was a learned scholar 
and a gentleman, whilst the latter was distinguished 
three prime qualities which mark his indivi- 
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following definition of the word quack: (1) "A 
boastful pretender to arts he does not understand;" 
(2) "A vain boastful pretender to physic; one 
who proclaims his own medical abilities in public 
places;" and (3) ^'An artful tricking practitioner 
in physic/' Empiric, on the other hand, is defined 
to be, " A trier ; a/n experimenter ; such persons 
as have no true education in, or knowledge of, 
physical practice, but venture upon hearsay and 
observation only." The different meanings are 
separated by the semicolon ; but there is an ad- 
jective derived from the noun, which still further 
qualifies its impoi-t. "Empiric" as an adjective, 
means (1) ^^veraed in experimeTvta ; and (2) "known 
only by experience; practised only by rote, without 
rational grounds." Dr. Nathaniel Hodges, in his 
VindicicB MedicincB (1666), gives us the following 
excellent definition of an '* Empiric " : — '^ I style 
him an emperick, who without consideration of any 
rational method undertakes to cure diseases, whose 
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fre(jiicnt pericli tat ions [experiments'] (as he con- 
ceits) surpass the notional theory of physic, and 
his proof of receipts seem to him more satisfactory 
than the scholastic odd rules of practice." It will 
be seen by the foregoing, that, while a quack 
is an einpiric inasmuch as he tries experimenta, an i 
empiric is by no means necessarily a quack. We 
liave heaid a physician of high standing, for in- 
stance, described as an empiric by his professional 
rethrcn, berause they credited him with experi- 
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knave who practised as a physician en false pre- 
tences, although it seems to have interfered with 
him only spasmodically and at rare intervals. 
Among the records of sentences passed in the reign 
of Edward III., or Richard II., the "^ Lih&t Albus "^ 
records that '^ Judgment [was pronounced] upon a 
person pretending to be a physician;'' and in the 
year 1426 (reign of Henry YI.) the head of a 
quack, or counterfeit physician, was set on the 
Tower of London. 

We referred in our first chaptw to the statute 
passed in the third year of the reign of Henry YIII. 
[cap. 11], 1511, for the suppression of quack prac- 
titioners in physic and surgery; and we also 
showed how, in 1542, it became necessary to rend 
in pieces the net which the statute had woven^ for 
the purpose of emancipating the many persons who 
were not intended to be affected by its provisions. 
The net was found so lai^ and comprehensive, 
that it took in, not only the sharks, but those 
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good and worthy folk who employed the slight 
knowledge they possessed in simples, in ministering 
to the relief of the sick poor from pure motives 
of charity. When the door waa opened by the 
second st&tutoiy key, it let out, as might hav« 
been expected, the good and bad alike. The result 
may be seen from a curious statement made 
by Thonms Gale, chyrurgeon in the army of 
Henry VIII., which invaded France in 1544. "I 
remember," he says, " when I was at the wars of 
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it were by the grievousness of their wounds, or 
through want of knowledge in the undertakers. 
According to his command^ we made search through- 
out the camp^ and found many of these good 
fellows who took upon them the title of chyrur- 
geons; not only so, but the salary also. We 
enquired with whom they had been brought up 
[trained], and they shamelessly would answer, with 
some skilful person or other, who was dead some 
time ago. We further demanded to see what 
medicines they had to cure the wounded; and they 
would readily show ua a pot or box, which they 
had in a budget^ wherein was such trumpery as 
was only fit to grease horse heels vnthal; other, 
who were cobblers and tinkers made use of ahoe^ 
makers* wax, and tlie rust of old pans, wherewith 
they compounded a noble salve, as they termed it." 
Instead of hanging these wretches, or some of 
them, off-hand, after the summary fashion of those 
days^ they were committed to the marshal of the 
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ounp, and threatened to be hosg " unless they 
epoke the troth." Probably their namber was so 
I&rge that their punishment voold have taken the 
form of a massacre: at any rate, in the end they 
seem to have been discharged, <« pledging their 
words that they would avoid "the camp npon 
[«un of death ; " and they were told that if " they 
appeared there again, they would be hanged aa 
miir-Jerera." 

Gale further tells us that, " in the year 1562, 
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brought to their mischief by witches^ by womeo, 
and by counterfeit javils [worthless fellows], that 
take upon them to use the art [of chirui^ry] ; 
not only robbing them of their money, but of their 
limbs and perpetual health. And I, with some 
others, diligently examining these poor people how 
they came by their grievous hurts, and who were 
their chyrurgeons who looked unto them; they con- 
fessed that they were either witches, which did 
promise by charms to make them whole, or else 
some women that were to cure them with herbs, 
and such like things, or some vagabond javil, that 
runneth from one country to another, promising 
unto them health, and deceiving them of their 
money." Such was practically the effect of re- 
opening the door which had been closed by the 
previous statute. Quackery has always been found 
a profitable employment^ because it requires no 
capital either in the shape of knowledge or money : 
the result was that ''this unprofitable company [of 
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cjuacksi] have so increased id this city, that all the 
countries in England liave taken notice thereof; 
yea, and at this day all the countries in Chnsten- 
dom may wonder at our laws, in suffering and 
maintaining of them." 

The foregoing affords a short but sufficiently 
curious picture of the state of quackery in Loudon 
from the reign of Henry VIII. to that of Elizabeth. 
The way in which these dangerous and ignorant 
pretenders carried on the game in the country, 
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" If any man, woman, or child be sick, or would 
be let blood, or be diseased with any manner of 
inward or outward griefs, as all manner of agues, 
or fevers, pleurisies, colic, stone, strangullion, im- 
postbumes, pustules, kanker, gout, bone-ache, and 
pain of the joints, which cometh for lack of blood- 
letting, let them resort to the sign of the Saracen^s 
Head, in the East Lane and bring ... * and they 
shall have remedy. By me Thomas Lufkin." 

A quack appeared at Staplehurst, in the Weald 
of Kent, in 1560. His name was Valentine, but he 
assumed that of Wingfield, giving out that he was 
the "son of a worshipful knight of that name. 
He professed to tell all things past^ present, and 
future, the very thoughts of men, and their dis- 
eases by simply studying their fietoes. This man, 
who professed to cure diseases by the aid of the 
devil, had of course great success ; but in time 
[the people] found him out ; and the first they 

* TIm reader will have do difficulty in sapplying the AioliM. 
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found [out] about him was, that ha had thieBfl 
wives living in diSerent places" aboat the countiy. 
He got hb deserts in the shape of a good whipping 
and imprisoament as an impostor. Although this 
man could not read — an accompliiihment rather 
than a necessary acquirement in those days — he 
professed nevertheless to speak Latin, Greek, and 
Hebrew. 

Another fellow, who came to the town in 1562. 
gave himself out to be a profound phj-aician, and 
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he bad read ? he said in an airy^ off-hand way, 
<' Elliot and others." When asked to define '' what 
others t" he owned ''he had forgotten." On the 
question being put to him, what were the titles of 
Elliot's books ? he said he could not remember. 
When a practical test in the shape of an English 
book was brought to him to read» he refused to 
do so; but on being ordered by the bench to read, 
he desired his examiners ''to be good to him, for 
he was a poor man, and could not read at all; 
he did not intend/' he said, "to tarry at Maid*- 
stone, but to return home." Finally, they let the 
frightened rascal go (as we should say in modem 
police phraseology), "with a caution," which took 
the form of an exhortation, "to leave such false 
and naughty deceits and be gone." 

The worthy John Hall would seem to have been 
a veritable thorn in the side of these illiterate fellows 
who, in an ignorant age, and amongst a densely 
ignorant population, must have sadly interfered 
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-witii the pntctice of the qaaliSed chyrurgeon. 
used to keep a very vi^lant watch on their move- 
ments; often causing them to be arrested and ex- 
pelled from the town, after pas^ng through a 
regular examination of fitness, conducted, as it 
would appear, by himself. 

The metropolitan authorities probably seldom, if 
ever, interfered, unless their assistance was invoked 
by the physicians or sutgeons; and rarely, as it 
would seem, even then. In the reign however 
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intentj and against his will, it is no homicide ; ** 
whereas (citing Britton), if one that is irvot of the 
mystery of a physician or chyrargeon take ''npon 
him the cure of a man, and he dieth of the potion 
or medicine, this is covert felony:'' while Sergeant 
Hawkins, in his first book of the "Pleas of the 
Crown,'* pronounces it to be manslaughter at least, 
if it be not murder. 

Chief among the empirics, as distinguished from 
the ordinary vulgar quacks, were the professors of 
alchemy — ^the forerunner of chemistry. They com- 
bined astrology with alchemy, ''casting nativities," 
and professing to tell future events by the aid of 
the stars. Astrology was part of the regular pro- 
fessional training of the old physician; hence the 
claim laid by the astrologer quack, Lilly, and his 
contemporaries, to diagnose [discover the nature 
of a] disease, and to predict its issue by means of 
his ''figures,'* The alchemists include amongst their 

ranks the distinguished names of Paracelsus, Ray- 

15 
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iQond LuUy, Jolm Rodolph Glauber, Friar Bacoo, 
Jean Baptist van Helmont, Albertus Magnua, Basil 
ValeDtiue, and a host of others ; but a lai^e pro- 
portion of the English alchemists of the reigua of 
Elizabeth and James I. were quacks pure and 
simpla In addition to their elixira, they sold so- 
called preservatives for the complexion — such as 
the " oil of talc," or a deleterious compound which 
supplied to our ancestresses the place which the 
comparatively harmless rouge takes on the toilette 
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A lady that is past the feat of body, 

Tho' not of mind, and hath her face decay*d 

Beyond all cure of paintings, you restore. 

With the oU of talc : * there you have made a Mend ; 

And all her friends. A lord that is a leper, 

A knight that has ,the bone-ache, or a squire 

That hath both these you make 'em smooth and sound, 

With a bare fricace of your medicine : still 

You increase your friends.'* f 

Of the quacks of the plague-year 1665, Defoe 
gives us a very vivid description, derived undoubt- 
edly from the recollections of his father, and of 
those of his friends who remembered the visitation. 
He tells us how the posts of houses and the comers 
of streets were plastered with their bills announcing, 
"Infallible Preventive Pills against the plague; 
never- failing preservatives against the Infection; 
Sovereign Cordials against the corruption of the 
Air . . ; Anti-pestilential Pilb • . . ; the Royal 
antidote against all kinds of infection/' and so on. 

♦ According to Fuller ("Worthies"), talc *' being calcined and 
variously prepared, it maketh a curious wkUc'Vxuhf which some justify 
lawful, because clearing, not changing [i.e., painting] the com- 
plexion." 

t Ben Jonson, Alchemiit, Act ilL, Sc 2. 
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Then lie gives us the announcements of the illus- 
trious professors themselves, " the eminent High 
Butch Physician," from Holland ; the " Italian 
Gentlewoman, just arrived from Naples ; " " the 
ancient gentlewoman," who gave "her advice only 
to the female sex ; " and the " Experienc'd Physi- 
cian," who had devoted himself to the study of 
what he is pleased to term " the doctrine of 
fintidotes." AU these ignorant and impudent 
ewindlera professed to have had special experience 
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people there," who lived in daily apprehension of 
the infection. Quacks and mountebanks were con- 
spicuous by their absence during the two years that 
followed. A work called ^The Accomplisht Phy- 
sician" shows us^ however^ that they bad resumed 
practice, and were busy at their deplorable work 
four years afterwards. One practitioner in the 
Strand gave, the author telb us, three children as 
many doses of Mercuriua duplets for worms, and 
killed the children [not the worms]. Another ad- 
ministered to a patient twenty grains of Eodractum 
Rudii, which sent him next day to his grave. 
Another in the Old Bailey administered coUyrium 
"to eat away a pearl in the eye/' and thereby 
destroyed the sight of both. Another for a "loos- 
ness or diarrhea" prescribed Crocus Martius and 
opiuinhj and brought on a "malignant feaver;" 
while another treated an ancient woman for dropsy, 
with an effect which may be imagined, and which 
we forbear to describe. Mo^t of these fellows were 
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practising as dodors, under a license from the 
ecclesiastical authorities, — a license which tbe Utter 
regularly granted, whether they had or had not 
any legal power to do so. The author of the work 
from which we last quoted complains with great 
justice, that the legislature did not interfere to 
restrain the practice of conferring the honour and 
title of doctor upon every quack, empiric, surgeon, 
apothecaryj "and almost every one that carries but 
the scent of mithridate about him." But the 
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universities to thrust ia amongst them ? and to 
abundance of meer formalists, and whoJt is worse, 
to many ignorant and illiterate persons besides, 
and that without due examination and necessary 
tryal before competent judges, who ought very well 
to approve every one that offers himself to them 
for a qualification to exercise the faculty of physick 
even in the most servile and minutest part 
thereof. It is notorious/' he says, "that the officers 
of their courts, for the sake of perquisites, are 
ready solicitors for this tribe of candidates." The 
regular physicians lent themselves to the practice, 
signing certificates for many humble petitioners,* 
under the supposition that they could not interfere 
with themselves, or it may be to oblige some 
patients of rank and influence, who were anxious 
to provide a living for some " poor person, that 
otherwise had not wherewithal to support his 

* It appears that the spiritual courts would license none without 
testimonial from members of the College. 
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tamily." It is notewortby that the ecclaaiastical 
privilege to which we refer ia recognised by "the 
lueJical act" of 1S5S, among the thirteen classes 
of persona entitled to be placed upon the registers 
being those possessed of the qualification of " doctor 
of medicine by doctorate granted, prior to the 
passing of the act, by the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury." 

William Lilly, almanack compiler, astrologer, and 
k-doctor [1G02 — -1(581], was a very triton 
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Canterbury for a license for Mr. Lilly, 
the astrologer, to practise physic, which he 
granted." 

We have no time nor is this the place to go 
into the details of Lilly's personal history: bio- 
graphy, indeed, would be foreign to the plan imd 
purposes of this book. Among those thrown into 
temporary contact with him, we notice the name of 
one lady^ afterwards destined to attain a melan- 
choly celebrity in history. Sir Bulstrode White- 
locke being ill, Alice, the wife of his friend John 
Lisle, was sent to him with the usual bottle, to 
enable the learned licentiate of the Archbishop to 
form his astrological opinion with reference to the 
event of the sickness. Lilly himself tells us that^ 
" having set his figure," be returned for answer that 
"the sick would recover, but would dangerously 
relapse in consequence of a surfeit within a month," 
— a safe prediction^ on the whole, to make, 
whether by " figure " or otherwise. A relapse having 
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actually happened, Lilly went daily to viait bun, 
and the sick man was fortunate enough to recover 
in Bpite of him. This " Mrs. Lisle," when a 
widow, was afterwards known as "Dame Alice Liale," 
and Lecame the most memorable martyr at Judge 
Jeffreys' bloody Western Assize, after the calamity 
which befell Monmouth's unfortunate followers at 
Sedge moor. 

The astrologers of the Lilly school were spiritua- 
lists, although their pretensions were not so exten- 
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of any disease only by his figures." Pcckham, wbo 
practised at Nottingham, was a devout Catholic, 
and this reminds us of a story. Richard F. Clalrke, 
an English nineteenth century Catholic, possessing 
a method of reasoning which would do credit to 
the intellectual powers of Philip II. of Spain, 
speaks in the enthusiastic terms which a person of 
his mental calibre alone would use of the virtues 
of St. Winifred's Well, in North Wales. The 
inquirer into its efficacy, says our ecudite iiiformant, 
"will learn from the most inteUigent (?) 6f the 
Catholic residents that they have ev^ry reason to 
believe that the Saint's miraculous power goes on 
working wonders up to the present time; he will 
gather from the lips of the Protestant inhabitants 
that they themselves believe in the curative powers 
of the well^ though they attempt to explain it by 
the ftMe hypoiheais of the tonic properties of the 
water, or else, more prudently, are content with 
the fact; and confess their ignorance of the means 
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which produce it." Feckham (a worthy predecessor 
of this enlightened writer) being oat of sorts, 
resorted, like a good Catholic, to the waters of St. 
Winifred; but the Saiut, alas I proved unpropitioaa. 
Possibly she resented the astrological pretenaiona 
of her suppliant. Lilly, at any rate, tells us Qui 
he remained so long in the blessed waters "mum- 
bling his paler nosters and Sa7itj. Winifreda, ora 
pi-o me, that the cold struck into his body; and 
after his coming forth of that well [he] never spoke 
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the history of astrology ; while his ** Life " is an 
important contribution to the chronicles of the 
times in which he lived, and of the doings of the 
memorable personages who permitted him to asso- 
ciate with them on terms of &railiarity, 
. Although Lilly was the last of the astrologers, 
the names of three sordid knaves remain to be 
mentioned, because they traded on his name, pre- 
tended even to be his successors, and managed to 
hoist themselves into notoriety, although of rather 
unenviable character* The first of these was Tom 
Safibld. This fellow belonged to the class from 
which the ranks of vulgar quackery are invari- 
ably recruited. He liad been a weaver by trade; 
and received his license to practise as a doctor of 
physic from the Bishop of London on the 4th of 
September, 1674. He had been nine years "in 
practice,** therefore, at the time of the Rye House 
plot; and witnessed probably the judicial murders 
Lord Russell, Colonel Sydney, and Sir Thomas 
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Armstrong, the drunken bowlings of my Lord Chief 
Jiibtico at the King's Bench or the Old Bailey— ^ 
behoM, it may be, the rabble rout which accom- 
panied that worthy chancellor, when the train 
bands conveyed him at hia shrieking entreaty to> 
the Tower of London for safety. The poet, wo " 
know, " is bom not made ; " and the same obser- 
vation holds good of the rhymer; and this coarse 
knave, the originator of the jingling quack advei^ 
tisementa of our Jay^ was bom with the fatal gift 
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physician, and student in astrology, still lives at 
the Black BaU and Lilly's Head next door to the 
Feather-Shops, that are within Black Fryers Gate- 
way, which is over against Ludgate church, just 
by Ludgate, in London, who resolves these questions 
following, viz." Here follows a long string of 
mysteries (none of which are of a medical character), 
which the genius professes to solve, expressed in an 
English, the like of which no reader (scholar or 
otherwise) has ever seen. ''He doth very seldom or 
never faU to give to any petBon diseased a true 
account of the nature of any disease afflicting 
and part afflicted : and if curable, or not, and if not 
curable, he will not take them in hand." Next 
follows another detachment of questions, which, 
"and all other lawful questiotis he resolvetli accord- 
ing to the rules of astrology, and twenty-four 
years* experience. Lastly* he calculateth nativities, 
and teacheth the whole art of astrology. 

* The italics are Saffold'a. 
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" The sick may have advice for noikinij. And of 
hira good medicines cheap, with directiona how to 
1146 thein, by which and God's assist&nce, he \a 
able to cure any disease, either inward or outward, 
or what name or nature soever, if curable." Here 
fullows a description of the fellow's nostrums, and 
the diaeasea for which they are infallible remedies. 
The learned physician "is to be spoken with 
from 8 in the morning till 10 at night. A private 
lodging may be had if desired." "Beware," he 
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years, cmd Aath had the BiAap of Londan'a lioewe 
to practise phyeie, entr eince the Hh day of 
September^ 1674, aad bath, he thatdis Qod lor 
ity great experieooe and wonderful sooeess in both 
those artBy giving to doubtful people great satis- 
iaction, and, by Qod's bleesing, cureth the sick of 
any age or sex of any distemper, though given 
over by others, and never so bad (if curable); 
therefore, let none despair of a cure, but try him." 
To those '^oonoeited fools," who inquire '^how he 
came to be able to do such great cures, and to fore* 
tell such great things^ and to know how to make such 
rare and powerful medicines, as his best jnUa, elixir j 
and ddsi dri^nks are, and wherefore he doth publish the 
same in print ? he will answw such dark animals thus ; 

** 'It hsth to pleued Ood, the King of H6ay8x^ 
Being He to him hath knowledge given, 
And in him there can be no greater ein. 
Than to hide hia talents in a napkin: 
Hia candle ia light, and he will not under 
▲ fattflhel pui it^ let the world wonder : 
Though He be traduced by such like toola, 
Mm l»y« kaavei^ hearta ; lack braina, are fook.' '* 

16 



242 



DOCTORS A}/D DOCTOES. 



With this cbaractenstic wai^ance, the "approved 
and licensed physician," Tom Saffold will shutfle off 
our stage. He died 12th May, 1691, and was suc- 
ceeded in his dwelling &nd practice by his con- 
temporary, " Dr. Case," who also directed hii 
advertisements from " tlie Black Ball and Lilly's 
Head." Of this fellow it will be sufficient to say, 
that he was (so to speak) the counterpart of bis 
predecessor; that he gilded SaSbld'a sign of the 
" Black Ball ; " and gave his sorrowing dupes to 
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in Surrey, on the 18th Janaary, 1644, and was 
consequently sixteen years of age at the time of 
the restoration of Charles 11. When, after infinite 
pains, he had learnt to read and eke to scrawl, his 
friends bound him apprentice to a shoemaker, 
which respectable trade he followed down to 
the year 1679. Two years after this date, under the 
authority of the usual ecclesiastical license, we find 
the ex-shoemaker not only a ''physician," but sty* 
ling himself on the title-page of one of his 
almanacks, ''Physician to his Majesty." These 
almanacks eventually got their compiler into diffi- 
culties in King James's time. Their tone was 
deemed so anti-papal that England became too hot 
for him; and Hewson, aZiaa Partridge, fled to 
Holland, returning to England at the revolutioni 
when he married the widow of a gentleman who 
had formerly been tutor to the ill-advised Duke of 
Monmouth. 
Men of the intellectual calibre of Hewson^ aliaa 
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Partridge, are usually distinguished by a rhino- 
ceros tic consistency of hide. This Swift well 
knew, and it was only by deuceDding (as he Beemed 
to do) to the level of his contemptible victim, that 
he managed to Bend his dart so thoroughly home. 
The Dean's sham " Predictions for the year 170S," 
in which he foretold (amongst other remarkable 
things) the death of Partridge himself, on the S9th 
March following, attracted the attention of the 
rtiiguese Holy Office, and with that intelligent 
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tender^ the unworthy son o{ James II. — and Swift^ 
on the 19th of Oetober, 1745 — ^when they had risen 
in support of the gallant Prince Charies Edward 
Stuart, his grandson. The dioemaker went down 
to his grave in peace, with his witless wits un«« 
clouded; while the brilliant brain of his intel- 
lectual antagonist was quenched in the impenetrable 
darkness of idiocy. Thirty years before that hope- 
less goal had been reached, the hapless wit had 
penned the following epiti4>h upon the shoemaker 
''astrologer^: — 



*' Here^ five feet deep, lies on his ba^ 
A oobldr, BtsT'inoiiger, and quack : 
Who to the aian in pure good-wfll, 
Doci to hia beat look upward stOL 
Waep aU you euatomen thai uae 
Hia ]^na» hia almananka, or ahoee; 
Ai^ joa thai did your fortuuas seek, 
Step to hia grave but onoe a week: 
ma earth which bears hia body*s print, 
ToaH find haa so much 'virtue in't^ 
HiBil dnrst pawn my ears, 'twill tell, 
yfhM^g eo D ceni a you, full aa well. 
Is jhp&o^ stolen goods, or love, 
4s he l>w»»— 1^ could, when above.** 

m other shining lights besides Tom 
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Saffold, Case, and Partridge, as hundreds of their 
advertisements in the Museum show, hut the smaller 
fry fall into in significance by the side of these 
" representative men," although certainly not into 
the obscurity in which the "representative men" 
themselves fall, in comparison with their greater 
predecessor, Sidropliel. Sidrophel, in fact, stood to 
theTn in the relative position which Charles I. 
occupied with reference to one of his scullions. 
teaches us, however, a moral : that 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

HOGARTH AKD THE QUACKS OF HIS TUIE. 

TF Time would allow us to retrace our steps a 
couple of hundred years^ if we might be 
permitted to enter the Exchange at the commence- 
ment of the eighteenth century^ we should find the 
pillars and the wainscoting of that place of mer- 
cantile resort covered with advertisements devoted 
principally to ihe use of the immediate successors 
of Tom Saffold and his disciplea Every quack 
in London had his lacquered frame, in which his 
name, address, medical and surgical pretensions 
and remedies, were duly displayed and recorded. 
Town and country were traversed by a class of 
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quack practitioners, who after a time disappeared 
from tlie fiw^e of England. The members of this 
fraternity made their joameys on horseback, or 
rather, on old. broken- winded Rosin antes, from 
which the J addressed the gaping m altitude. A 
qnaok of this kind was known as a " horse mounte- 
bank." From the saddle he descanted on the bene- 
ficent effects of a pill which would carry off a 
distemper with every operation. He bad a plaister 
gooii for green won n da, old fibulas, and ulcers. 
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Last^ though by no means least, there was his 
orvietan, an antidote against the rankest poison, a 
sudorific in all cases of catarrh or fever, the secret 
of which the College of Physicians had vainly 
tried to purchase from him, at the price of ad- 
mitting him a member of that august corpora- 
tion. 

The drowsy abnosphere of a provincial town was 
sometimes stirred by the arrival of a much more 
distinguished personage. He made his entry in a 
coach and four, attended by a party of stalwart 
servants, mounted upon Smithfield hacks, and 
armed with musquetoon and blunderbuss, to defend 
the person of their august master and the side- 
board of plate, with which he invariably travelled, 
from the skulking highwaymen who infested the 
commons contiguous to the roads. The common 
people flocked round the new arrival, and gazed 

« 

with wonder and admiration at his gorgeous 
equipage. It was soon known that the occupant 
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of the coach — a pleaaing-Iookiag and well-dressed 
gentleman, was the " oculist in ordinary " to her 
Majesty the Queen. The bella rang out a merry 
peal ; patients flocked to him from every quarter — ■ 
some with prayers on their lips, others with money 
in their hands : as a rule, however, his worship 
was 80 fatigued with bis journey that none were 
admitted except those that presented a golden 
ticket. Refreshed with sleep, the distinguished 
chyrurgeon paid a formal visit to the mayor; but 
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to the ringers, ordered a barrel of beer to be 
broached for the poor; and by such means acquired 
a popularity which paid him better than all the 
puflb in the newspapers. The servants were as- 
signed their parts in the performance. It was their 
business to sit in the public kitchen — the coffee- 
room of the period, and there, after his excellency 
had been served, they discoursed the wondrous 
cures which he had performed, the golden harvest 
he had reaped since he had received knighthood 
at her Majesty's handa One subject, however, they 
never referred to, and that was the mountebank's 
stage, the attendant Merry Andrew, the medical 
" properties," with which their master had com- 
menced business long years ago. Probably they 
were ignorant of the &LCt that his worship had 
been at one time nothing better than a ''botch- 
ing tailor." So long as the fools' pence flowed in 
fast enough to pay expenses, and to leave such a 
mai^n of profit as he deemed equal to his merits, 
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the great man remained. Before tho noreltj, how- 
ever, had ceased to draw, he took his departure for 
" fretih wDodg and pastures daw," with his sideboard 
of plate, his coach and four, his servants, his 
liorses, his musquetoons, and his paraphernalia. 

Such a man as we have described was Sir 
William Read, [quack] " occuliat in ordinary" to 
her Majesty, Queen Anne. We need not go into 
the details of his history : one of his early 
advertisementa will put us in posnessioa of all we 
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has bat lately come into his Majesty's kingdom of 
Ireland, wnd has desired our testimonial ooncemiuff 
hia per/orrnance Aere, We do certify, that be has 
done several remarkable cures with great dexterity 
and success; as the couching of cataracts, cutting 
off cancerated breasts, mortified arms and legs (and 
very little effusion of blood, by virtue of his ex* 
ceUeiiU styptic water), several of which operations 
we have, with very much satisfaction, ourselves 
seen him perform, as we do testify under our 
hands and seals, the day and year above written. 
[Signed] Narcissus (Lord Bishop of) Ferns; And 
Leighlin ; Robert Huntingdon, provost ; Allen 
MuUin, M-D." 



This certificate of course was drawn up by or 
from the dictation of Read himself: the man, his 
enemies said, could neither read nor write, and as 
for tUe signatures, it may be m<»^ than doubted 
whether any of them were genuine^ Crowned 
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heads, however, at this time and duruig the tw* 
reigns which followed, were peculiarly incliaed 19 
palronise quacks, a tact which seems to show that 
they had no great faith in the regular professon 
of medicine. Read, a pushing man, an improve* 
ment, certainly, upon the general run of his class, 
contrived to secure the personal patronage of Queen 
Anne with suuh signal success that he received 
the honour of knighthood at her hands. 

One of thii) successful charlatan's advertisements, 
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thought fit to give public notice, for the be:tiefit of 
all such persons, that he will Constantly attend 
at his house in Durham Yard. Whei*e all such 
persons bringiug certificates from their respective 
officers shall be kindly received, and all due care 
taken in order to their speedy cure, gratis; as it 
has been his constant practice ever since the be<* 
ginning of the war. Ifbte. — Sir William Bead 
couches cataracts gratis, to all such poor people as 
shall be recommended to him as fit objects of 
charity, such as the poor Palatines.* He hath 
several to couch this month and the next, at his 
house aforesaid, where he has performed above ' 
one hundred such operations since Lady-day last* 
And any gentleman or lady shall be welcome to 
see that curious operation performed.*' 

* About the beginniiig of June, 1709, six or Bevexi thousand 
Palatines were brought into England, recommended as great object^ 
of charity. They proved, howerer, both idle and useless, and having 
been maintained wholly at the ptiblio expense some three months^ 
some of them were sent back to Holland, and the rest to Ireland and 
the American ** Plantatidna." 
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Bead mizfat b«T« beeo ' s botafab^ tulor,* — 
an ignoniu and illitoate faUow, bat he was a 
di&rent penio^e altogcUier from Uie faol scbool 
represented by Saffold and bis soeccwon. The 
rtaleioeiU that he coold neither read nor write, 
seems pritad facie dUpoeed of \>j the fact, that he 
eesajed to pose as a vriter on diseases of th« ejre, 
althoDgh we hazard do opinion as to th« value of 
this oontribation to aurgical (?) Utentut«. One 
cf his h&Dd-biUs in the Britbh Uuseum, probably 
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Henley ; Swift, however, declined his invitation 
to dinner, having, as it would appear, an objection 
to ''Qamet," and a still greater objection to 
" mountebanks.'' 

He died in 1715; and the couching and cataract* 
ing business was carried on with great success, 
after his death, by his worthy help-meet and 
assistant, ^Hhe Lady Read," as she persistently 
advertised herself 

The town abounded with *• oculists •* — ignorant, 
dangerous, and most unscrupulous charlatans, con- 
spicuous among the crowd being ''Dr. Clark" and 
Mr. Roger Grant. Clark styled himself in his ad 
vertisements "physician and sworn oculist to F. 
Charles and E. James II." He dates his address 
which appears in the ''British Apollo," "firom his 
house in Old Southampton Buildings, Holboum;** 
and, like "Dr. Case" had done a few years before, 
announoes that ''a golden Head" is over his door. 

Roger, or ''Dr. Grant/ as he also styled himself. 
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William Jones of the same parish, aged twenty 
years, who waa bom bUnd, on his application to 
Mr. Grant aforesaid, who dwells in the St. Chris- 
topher's Court, behind the Royal Exchange, by the 
blessing of God, on the skilful hand of Mr. 
Grant, the said Jones, in five minutes' time, was 
brought to see, and at this time hath his sight 
very well. This case being so particularly re« 
markable, and grcUisly performed. We do, there- 
fore, give this public testimony, under our handS| 
this 25th of July, 1709. 



Minister 



Church' Wardens . 



Overseers 



. William TaswelL 

(James Comber, 
William Dale. 
rFrancis Trosse, 
William Benskin, 
Walker Wood, 
John Ship." 



This modest advertisement was drawn up by 
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Grant himself, who, previonsly to his appearing 
in the character of a "surgeon" and "operator" 
had figured as a cobbler and Anabaptist preacher. 
It was inserted by him m the Daily Courant of 
30th of July, 1709, and with the exception of 
those of the overseera (who signed the document 
without examination or inquiry), the signatures are 
every one of them forgeries." Mr. Taawell, the 
minister of the parish, asserted that he was not 
present at the "operation;" never heard of it till 
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ordinary to his Majesty" (George L). The busi- 
ness of these ** oculist " swindlers began to decline 
after the publication which exposed Grant's frauds. 
From the mass of quack advertisements which 
appeared at the commencement of the century, we 
select only one: — 



"Charles Peter, surgeon, served King Charles IL 
in the Dutch wars. Suigeon of ye Horse Guards 
to King James, and surgeon of the household to 
King William, daily prepares his cordial Tincture 
and Pills, which have cured thousands of ye CoUick, 
Stone, Gravell, Scurvie, and Dropsy, eta Gives 
advice to the Poor as well as t^e Rich, at his 
house in St. Martin's Lane, near Long Acre, where 
he hath lived between 30 and 40 years. LatLS Deo^ 
1705." 



Of the three principal quacks of bis time, whom 
Hogarth condescended to immortalise in 1736, Sally 
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Mapp, the "chevalier" John Taylor, aad Josbaa, 
alias " Spot " Ward, enough has been already awd 
by Mr. Jeaffreson, and that indefatigable and amus- 
ing compiler, the late Mr. Tinibs. All that is left 
for us to add is the fact that the satirist introduced 
the distinguished trio into the escutcheon of the 
" Company of Undertakers," in allusion to that 
night of October, when tlie vulgar virago went to 
the theatre in Lincoln's Inn Fields, to patronise the 
performance of The Wi/e'a Relief, on which occa- 
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Hogarth's satire, lay, of course, in the fact, that he 
places these three vulgar quacks in the *' chief or 
most honourable part of the escutcheon, over the 
company of twelve regular members of the College 
thereby clearly implyiug that in the opinion of the 
satirist, at least, there was little to choose between 
them. 

Elsewhere, the author has written of Hogarth, 
and of the aims he sought to accomplish by his* 
pencil ;* but he is tempted to add something more 
in reference to the present subject. On the whole* 
it may be doubted whether the artist loved either 
the physicians or the surgeons of his time. In 
that horribly realistic scene at Surgeons' Hall, which 
forms the last of the series of The Four Stages of 
Crtielty, and in which the butcherly operations of 
the dissectors are presided over by old Freiake, of 
Salisbury Square, a miserly and eccentric suigeon 

* **EiigliBh Caiicataristo and Qraphio Humorists of the Nina* 
ieenth Century," p. 6, ei $eq. 
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of the period, it is desr th&t it vai Dot lua boIA 
'ibject to liepict the dual endiag of »d e^tceoth- 
ctatarj ruffiiui, trained in the A>h»tiag and bratal 
STUTCimdiiigs of an tmnMmSj Ifftatftl tuaa Hm 
feCov ceiling (be intcaftiDn into a p«I; the opei«- 
tor jGoopiug out the BordaotK eyes; tbe dog lick- 
ing lb« bratal heart wbicfa has been removed fivm 
the place it once occa{Hed ia that %nobl« caica&s, 
are details vhtcb, dnadfiil as thej are, were Doi 
inserted by a geoius such aa Hogarth, without a 
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bom at Sui^eons' HaU; and that some of the 
doiogs he had witnessed there were, like oiher 
phases of manners he has recorded in his gallery of 
eighteenth century life, distinctly susceptible of 
improvement. 

But the business of this chapter is not with 
physicians and surgeons, but with quacks. Hogarth 
takes us with him into sordid localities, and brings 
us face to face with the quadc of George IL's time 
in the midst of his work. In the third plate of 
Mariage a la ModUy we find ourselves in the con- 
sulting-room of a bow-l^ged, under-sized pnu^tir 
tioner, who listens to the threats of his dissatisfied 
visitor with an i/nsoucicmce^ which shows he is 
used to ^' scenes," of the kind. The skull on the 
table — the skeletons in the cupboard, — the compli- 
cated machinery for reducing dislocations, are the 
clap-trap advertisements of his trade; but the 
barber's basin (hung high out of sight), the rows 
of jars and gallipots, and the nests of drawers 
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beneath, proclaim the sources of his medical anj 
surgical knowledge ; while tbe foul-mouthed 
liairiiiaii who dominates the meagre figure by 
tlio head and shoulders, opeoa her clanp-knife 
with a gesture which indicatea she will not 
hesitate to make use of it if the threats are 
continued. 

Hogarth delighted in these contrasts; witnesa tho 
fat. heavy, unctuous quack and bis me^re brother 

1 tJie tifth plate of the "Harlot's Progress "), wbo 
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even to practitioners renowned in the field both 
of literature and medicine :— 

"Should I perchance be fashionably ill, 
I'll Bend for Misaubinf and take his pilL 
I should abhor, though in the utmost need, 
Arbuthnoty Hollins, Wigan, Lee, or Mead. 
But if I found that I grew worse and worse 
I*d turn off Misaubin and take a Nurse. 
How oft when eminent physicians fail, 
Do good old women's remedies prevail ! 
When beauty's gone, and Chloe*s struck with years, 
Eyes she can couch, or she can syringe ears. 
Of graduates I dislike the learned rout. 
And chuse a female doctor for the gout.** 

The last lines, by the way, are almost a repeti- 
tion of some which occur in Dryden's poem of 
''The Cock and the Fox." Hogarth was not 
the only artist who condescended to honour this 
impostor. The great French painter, Watteuu, 
painted his portrait, from which a print was engraved 
by Ford, which is inscribed, Prenez dea piUuleSj 
and strikingly resembles the meagre figure devoted 
to an unenviable immortality by the great 
English satirist 
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Tiie author of " Coriat Junior " • (Samuel Paterson, 
the auctioneer) mentions bow, ia bis journey fxom 
Mechlin to Antwerp, his "attention to tbe pleasant 
I'oute, as well as to the rest of the company, was 
much interrupted by the moat impertinent itinerant 
jackanapes I ever met witb ! — who called himself a 
doctor. — A doctor quotha ! the devil take such doctors I 

" Yes, a doctor 1 and sworn physician (as he in- 
formed us) to most of the sovereign princes of 
Kuri>pe. They must be crowned heads of a royal 
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cities, bat no one would have owned him — an 
affectation of many characters, in the variety of 
which he had lost his own. He would sing with- 
out being intreated, and laugh till he cracked the 
drum of your ear, and tell stories till you wished 
him dumb. In his short intervals of sleep, his 
snoring was hideous yet you could not but 
dread his waking, from the apprehension of being 
poisoned by his beastly belchings. If he had any 
pretensions to humour, it was in taking off the 
mendicant preachers; but even there his irreverence 
shocked more than his mimicry pleased, and his 
unseasonable jests upon fortuitous or voluntary 
poverty clearly evinced that human misery was 
the prime object of his mirth. His true character, 
I am fully persuaded, was that of a conjuring, 
legerdemain quack — one who dispenses his drops 
and his salves to the gaping multitude in the 
morning, and shows his hocus-pocus tricks, and 
plays his puppets to them in the evening." But 
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there was no getting rid of him ; and the travellen 
were constrained to suffer hia nauseous compajiy liU 
the diligence arrived at Antwerp.* 

Tliis was the mountebank behind tho scenes — 
off duty, so to speaic. You might scarcely expect 
to Jind tlie man who was associated with a 
" Jack -pudding " — a "clown" — a "Meny Andrew," 
— who addressed gaping joskins at fairs, or gaping 
roughs and mechaoica in provincial towns and 
t-places — -who underwent, in the early jiart 
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(paste) shoes and knee buckles, a silver-hilted 
i-apier, long lace ruffles, a satin waistcoat looped 
by a single button to display tbe plaits of his 
voluminous frill, a small three-cornered hat and 
bag-wig, a well-rouged face, and a (pasted jewelled 
snuff-boXy in a jewel-bedizened hand, and the 
mountebank of the last century stands before you, 
"in his habit as he lived." As for his Merry 
Andrew, the counterpart of the clown of later 
years — ^his tricks, his jokes, his grimaces, and his 
mischances, often very amusing and more mirth* 
provoking than those of his successor in the saw« 
dust, they have been vividly described by Thomas 
Holcrofby and by Dr. Roden. 

The ''doctor/' as he was called^ made his rounds 
at stated seasons^ especially at fairs and wakes, 
and his arrival was anticipated by the tenant 
farmdrs and their labourers with an anxiety and 
confidence which in these days would be hardly 
credited. The great man, the humble predecessor 
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at his best of a modem trayelling theatrical com- 
pany or circus, sent his "agent in advance," 
whose duty it waa to see to the erection of the 
stage, from which he addressed his audience, 
performed his simple tricks, and displayed his 
certificates, orders, and so-called foreign diploman. 
If more than usually succeusful, he would generously 
give a supper to a select number of the farmera 
and principal tradesmen of the town ; and when 
matter of course in those days) they were 
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acknowledgment, by the way) from the Remini- 
scences of Angelo, the once celebrated master of 
fence. 



The stakes are drawn, the platform taken away : 
never more in London streets, on village greens 
or country market - places, shall the picturesque 
mountebank of the eighteenth century hold forth 
on the virtue of his nostrums. His diamond paste 
buckles, his silver-hilted rapier, his bag-wig, his 
elegant court suit of silk or velvet, his ruffles, 
bis jewelled snuff-box, his crosses, orders, and 
diplomas have long since passed into the dust with 
their proprietor and "Jack-pudding'' his Merrv 
Andrew servant. The abolition of the coantry 
wakes and fairs compassed the disestablishment 
of these harmless practitioners; and, in an age 
of railways, telegraphs, telephoq^, electric lights, 
and other ^^ resources of civilisation," there is no 
place left for either of them. 

18 
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DOCTORS AND PATIENTS : AN ESSAT ON " HUMBUO. 



TT was one of tlie natural consequences of the 
unsatisfactoiy condition of physic during the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries that the skill 
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whilst his proceedings were regulated by rules of 
Court, and by established form and precedent, out 
of which he dared not trayel. The case was alto- 
gether different in medicine. The physician, having 
no established authority to which he could refer in 
doubtful or exceptional cases, was compelled to 
rely entirely on his own judgment^ and was, more- 
over, often expected to perform a cure where no 
cure was possible, or which, if it had been possiblCi 
the patient had prevented by his own reckless 
mode of life, and contempt of all ordinary fore- 
thought and precaution. 

Some of this depreciation was countenanced by 
the admissions of the doctors themselves, admis- 
sions not intended of course, for the general public, 
but which reached the general public notwith- 
standing. What shall we say, for instance, of the 
following candid confession, made by W. Cockbum 
M.D.? Writing in 1703, on the subject of what 
he is pleased to term, ''The present uncertainty 
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of the Knowledge of Medicines," he says, " I may 
Le apt to think that there can be no manner of 
doubt about the great imperrection of our Know- 
le'Ige in respect of Med'cinea; and how inestimable 
a good it wou'd be to be brought out of thia 
Infirmity." We quite agree with the learned 
]ihyBician, and would further inquire, What is the 
raison d'etre of a Doctor of Medicme, if his "Know- 
ledge in respect of Med'cinea" is imperfect? Further 
he aaka his professional brethren, " la the 
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Med'cines for the Publick as you do to Patients; 
and none to either of 'em till you have satisfied 
us that you can do it in the mentioned way." The 
doctors meaning is obviously this: "Confine your- 
selves as much as possible to simples, or to medicines 
the properties and physiological effects of which 
you do understand. Instruct yourselves, meanwhile, 
in the properties and effects of others of which you 
know nothing; and when you have attained 
that necessary instruction and knowledge, then^ 
and then only, you will be in a position to com- 
bat disease, and to do your duty to your patients.** 
The statement appears a curious one to us modems 
and outsiders. We are unprepared to find a 
physician, even of the early part of the eighteenth 
century, admitting that his professional brethren 
were not only ignorant of Medicine, but ignorant 
also of the effects which medicines would produce. 
What shall we say then of the following statement, 
made by a celebrated "specialist" in June only of 
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18S5 1 " There are now anatomists and ph;«o> 
logists," Bays this distinguished physician, " uAd 
have iiccer set foot within the walls of a hospital, 
whilst, on the other band, a knowledge of 
chj-mistry is deemed by many a superfluous accom- 
plishment in a physician." " 

" Medicine," says another writer, also of the early 
part of the last century, "is a very difficult science, 
because the theory depends upon the understanding, 
and the practice upon the imagination. . . . Unless 
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Dryden was a consistent despiser of the pro- 
fessors of medicine. He looked upon Medicine, 
indeed, with the contempt with which a man of 
practical mind and singularly brilliant intellect 
must necessarily regard a science which, in his 
time, at least, advanced very little outside the 
pale of theory, if not of quackery. He gave the 
doctors credit, nevertheless, for something. They 
had found ''the bark," although they had failed to 
meet with the inner substance which it covered — 
the " tree " of knowledge itselt* How they 
managed to find the one without the other, or how 
the " bark " came to be separated from the '* tree," 
which could not exist without it, the poet does not 
inform us, nor is it our business to enquire. The 
absurdity of the simile, however gracefully ex- 
pressed, will be patent to every one. The scomers 
of medicine, ancient and modem, are too numerous 



* See Dryden*t poem of "The Cook and the Fax.** 
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to mention. Among those whose names at ones 
occur to U8 are Ben Jonson, Philip Massiager, 
Samuel Butler, Sarah Duchess of Marlborough, 
Lord John Hervey, Jonathan Swift, William 
Hogarth, Charles Churchill, Tobias Smollett, Samuel 
Richardson, Christopher Anstey, Thomas Rowland- 
son, Jamea Gillray, Lord Byron, and a host of 
others. 

Smollett's intellectual superiority would not 
him to Htoo}} to the degrading practices 
hich Home of the professional men of his 
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He tells them, at least, one or two palpable 
truths. ''There are as many schisms/' he alleges, 
''in medicine, as well in religion," each sect being 
able to ''quote the fathers in support of the 
tenets they profess;" and in reference to the 
proverbial difference of opinion which characterises 
physicians in consultation, few readers will forget 
that admirable description of the trio of doctors, ^ 
victims of the practical joke played by Peregrine 
Pickle, who discuss, in the ante-room of a patient 
they have never spoken with, with whose malady 
they are wholly unacquainted, the nature of the 
complaint under which he suffera No. 1 gave 
his opinion, that "the distemper was an obstinate 
anthritis;" No. 2 affirmed that it was a chronic 
malady, due to the patient's own indiscretion ; 
while No. 3 expressed his deliberate and unalter- 
able conviction, that the unfortunate patient was 
the victim of "an inveterate scurvy," a name 
which at that time would appear to have been 
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£rnK (e mmt &■:■», tfae Datore of which was 

SflK^^ea waade • dead aei at the pbysieuns of 
EMh. TW R*icn of this vas that he bad 
aiK^f«etl pTkrtke at the Western Gtj ; but, 
«:^ t^ Dam>« Mod lestrictod views which 
»x« or kss distir^-ai^ tl»e sodetjr of provincial 
(owns eTien is tbe mnrteenth ceotaiy, and which 
wwe life at the time he penned his attack, it 
is c'lf&r that the wi<ie int^ect of the novelist 
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like scullers at Hungerford Stairs." He would 
even have us believe that the greater part of 
these doctors had their correspondents in London, 
whose business it was to make themselves ac- 
quainted with the history, character, and ailments 
of every one that repaired to Bath for the benefit 
of the waters, and that these correspondents 
furnished their employers with intelligence, which 
they were enabled at times to turn to their own 
proat and advanta^. 

Although much of this, we may well suppose, 
was grossly exaggerated, we can at the same 
time believe from the contemporary descriptions 
of society given by Henry Fielding, by Charles 
Churchill, and by Samuel Richardson, that there 
was something at the bottom of it; and we may 
at least imagine the consternation which ensued 
amongst the Bath faculty, when the despised 
doctor whom they had elbowed so uncere- 
moniously, dropped among them the destruc- 
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The Adventures of Peregiine 



tive all ell labelled, 
Pickle." 

The eoi) tempt which little S&muel Rlchardsoa 
felt for the doctors of his time, he pubs into 
the mouth of the dying Belton, the friend of 
Lovelace the persecutor of Clans&a. Belton, with 
a strengtii of language and vitupemtion which 
strikes us as somewhat inconsistent with our 
idea of a man wasted by a long and hopeless 
llness, compares the everlasting "dawbing" and 
"plaiatering" oF the physician, disrespectfully with 
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have us believe that the constitution and the 
appetite of the sufferer are destroyed by the 
unskilfulness of the physician, who, when he can 
do no more mischief, shrugs his shoulders and 
abandons hope. He relies upon the opinion of 
a deceased friend, a worthy named "Blomer" — 
himself a physician, who was wont to declare 
(probably in his cups) "there was nothing at 
all but pickpocket parade in the Physician's art, 
and that the beat gueaaer was the best physician'^ 
All this was very well, my good Belton. No 
doubt the opinion of "Blomer," M.D., so far as 
he himself was concerned, was valuable; but in 
your tirade against the physician who has been 
honest enough to tell you he can give you no 
hope, you lose sight of the ta^i that you have 
brought yourself to a pass when the " art " of the 
physician, whom the Son of Syrach even in ancient 
days delighted to honour, can no longer be of 
any avail. You have yourself filled the cup of 
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(leetractioD, and if the process of filling it invotTst 
(as it does) the necessity of quaffing it to the 
dregs — why blame the physician ? 

But of all those who reviled, satirizod, or 
abused them, the physicians found their most 
bitter and unscrupulous enemy in Jonathan Swift, 
As a specimen of invective — almoet malignsak 
in character — in which this mercileaa wit wouH 
oftentimes indulge, the following extract, or rather, 
abstract (for the satire is too gross to give in 
its entirety) api>ear9 to us unrivalled. There is. 
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spiders, dead men's flesh and bones, birds, beasts, 
and fishes, to form a composition, for smell and 
taste, the most abominable, nauseous, and detest- 
able they oan possibly contrive, which the stomach 
immediately rejects with loathing, and this they 
call a vomit; or else, from the same store-house, 
with some other poisonous additions, they command 
U8 to take ... a medicine equally annoying 
and disgustful • • • which • • • they call a 
purge or clyster. ** The concluding words of the 
satire we give in their entirety: "One great 
excellency in this tribe is their skill at prognostics, 
wherein they seldom fail; their prediction in real 
diseases when they rise to any degree of malignity^ 
generally portending death, which is always in 
their power, when recovery is not; and therefore, 
upon any unexpected signs of amendment, after 
they have pronounced their sentence^ rather than 
be accused as false prophets, they know how to 
approve their sagacity to the world by a season^ 
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able dnsr." * The life of Swift embraces a period 
of sovLTity-eigl)t years (from 1667 to 1745), of 
wliicli the last few were spent in the hopelesa 
abyss of idiocy. The Dean was bom two years 
after the Great Plague; and contemporary, there- 
fore, with him were Radchffe (1650—1714), Mead 
(lfi7:i— IToi), Arbuthnot (1675—1735), and othera. 
The woilcl of Lfindon medicine was a small one, 
liut it iucliuled in its ranks men who have left 
an absulutL'ly imperishable fame in the annals of 
medical history. Admitting, however, the generally 
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into saperb practice and magnificent professional 

incomes. One year after the satire was written^ 

Richard Mead, who had been long employed in 

the fiuttily of Oeoige, Prince of Wales, was ap« 

pointed his physician, when that lumbering prince 

succeeded to the throne^ under the title of Qeorge 

the Second. His enemies whispered that much of 

Mead's success was- due to the influence of what 

in these days would be called "^ humbug," $ssi 

it is possible that the charge may be true, Slot, 

perhi^ps against Mead himself bnfe i(ptinst some 

of those> who were interested in kis w^ftrei Jt 

certain amount of professional ^humbvg,'^ ma^, 

however, be morB- than excusable: we reoognise 

its presenee in^ the round Telvet cap and gown 

of the old physician, — no has dfetmctfy in the 

full drass professional black, the* cane, and thsp 

prepostesous cauliflower wig of his successor, Alt 

these impiessed^. not onljr the vulgar, but chreil 

the educated patriciaa; they marked the man 

19 
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•s--_. - -: r-jbols 83 s mm 

;: -- ~ :- i^bo was sapposed 

v ksTT ^i^^ ^ vboie ■ttimtiiwi — not to die 

z«££i^ cf fees, lat to the ewe of Bafkring 

Mead's mir eAxia to mtaWiA himsdf is 
pnfske, vmld seem, acconlii^ to acme ooeo* 
o^^teaed a&d Gentile soorcas, to lure been lar^y 
3e<»:aded by his wi<ie-avske old fiUher, a Donani- 
foimiii minitrpT u. Stepoej. Accopling to these 
••mea of Belix]." wfaenever the young iloctor 
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to US still more improbable. Is ^^ humbug" (in 
a different form, it is true) always absent, at 
this day, from the portals of the City Tabernacle 
or the doors of Exeter Hall ? Have we not heiurd 
it nasally proclaim itself, when long-haired, 
smooth-cheeked divines, hailing from the States, 
enunciate pulpit-jokes, which would be pronounced 
indifferent in any travelling circus of unregenerate 
equestrians ? 

If Richard Mead himself was a ^^ humbug," he 
was the sort of humbug for whom we feel a 
profound sympathy and respect. The man who 
could attend Freind's patients when he had got 
himself into political trouble, and hand him over 
the very large sums he received, by way of fees 
from his brother practitioner's patients, — some say 
many thousands of pounds, could have been no 
ordinary man. The man who had the courage, 
forty years after he had contributed a number of 
medical essays, to, retract, in a subsequent edition^ 
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not a few of his former opinions ; to acknowled^ 
that " in some facta he hat! been mistaken." anH 
to admit that, " in some conclusions " he had 
been altogether " too precipitate," wae, even in 
his own time, a veritable rara atria. Some men 
in our day, both in and out of the profession, 
pnse as infallibles, however preposterous and 
liowcver mistaken their opinions are afterwards 
sliown to be. We live in an age of practical 
infallibility. Some men would disintegrate the 
Biitiali Empire and figure as infallibles, when they 
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are after all the best jadges; and in this opinion 
of the pablic's they do not invariably coincide. It 
is not unfreqaently the case that while a physician, 
of whom his brethren have an exalted opinion^ 
meets with but little favour from the community 
of patients, another, who is a very ordinary prac 
titioner, and who is so considered by the profession 
at large, enjoys an extensive practice, and a great 
popular reputation. A physician of this sort may 
be treated with much outward deference by his 
medical brethren, on account of the position in 
which public favour has placed him; and this fisust 
is often mistaken by patients as evidence that he 
is held in great estimation by the members of the 
profession generally. On this point let us quote the 
opinion of a physician: ^'The quackery ," says Dr., 
Hooker, " which is practised among medical men, 
is a much greater evil than that which is abroad 
among the community. I attack it therefore with 
an unsparing hand. In so doing I expose many 
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of tlie tricks and manceuvres wKicli are employed 
by ihoso phj'sicians who, purauing medicine as a 
trade instead of a profession, study the science of 
j>atieT't-<jdiing, to the neglect of the science of 
patient curing." 

The author of " Physic and Physicians," written 
nearly half a century ago, evidently had this 
" quackery " in view, when he satirically recom- 
mended the physician in search of practice, to visit 
tlie opera frequently, and to be careful to instruct 
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on Sunday, as it is sure to attract the notice of 
the people as they return from church, and will 
lead the public to believe that you are a practisipg 
physician." The man of the world would smile at 
this advice nowadays. Times have changed. There 
is no opera fix>m the portals of which you can 
vociferate by proxy for your carriage, unless it be 
the portals of the Opira Comiqvie, and to play 
that sort of game there would evidently be not 
worth the candle. Fish have grown more wary, 
and the physician who wishes to catch them must 
keep pace with the times. 

These things were done in a very unvarnished 
way in the days of the old rSffime. By way of 
illustration of what we mean^ we disentomb the 
following anecdote from Champfort. Like the 
story which attaches to the name of Matthew 
Mead, it may, or may not be true, but it serves 
well enough to illustrate our subject D'Alembert 
was spending the evening at Madame du Deffand's, 
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where were also President H^oault and M. Pont de 
Vesle. By and by the name of a fashionable 
physician wa£ annouDced. The new coiner bowed 
lo the lady with the grace and formal salutation of 
the old school : Madame, je vovs ■priaente mes trts- 
humbles respects. Turning to M. H^nault, he altered 
his tone, J'ai Inen Vhomneur de voua aeUuer. Turn- 
ing again to M. Font de Yesle, be tbns obaequi- 
ously expressed Limaelf, MoimettT, je suia voire triS' 
kwmhle seTvUenr. Having thus run up and down 
the Bcale of compliment, the doctor became con- 
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rest assured that he had graduated in that know- 
ledge of the character of his patrooa^ which Dn 
Hooker calls '^quackery." 

The old expedient of having a hired retainer 
to summcm you out of church or the theatre, would 
fail to deceive the veriest infant nowadays. Even 
in the old time, the bubble very quickly exploded. 
The one who first practised it, seems to have been 
a certain Dr. Kennedy of Nassau Street, Soho, 
who flourished towards the close of the last century. 
Three nights in the week, at least, during the play- 
going season, the doctor was to be seen in the 
boxes of Drury Lane or Covent Garden, and the 
doctor, although an ostensible spectator, was him- 
self the principal performer in a farce of his own 
invention, in which the performers were three in 
number — himself and a couple of hired assistanta 
One of the latter, dressed in a smart livery, would 
present himself between the acts at the house at 
which he knew the doctor was not present^ and 
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call loudly for " Dr. Kennedy." The other actor ia 
a diHerent livery would meanwhile rush into the 
theatre in n'hich the principal perTormer wu 
placidly seated in the &ont row, and bawl his 
name in stentorian toues. It was part of the 
perrunnance that the doctor should then rise, and, 
taking his hat and professional cane, depart, bowing 
apologetically right and lefl, as he quitted the 
house. The performance, though frequently re- 
peated drew attention and admiration : " Bless 
the great people would aoliloguize. 
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One night, a wag in the gallery shouted, ''Doctor 
Kennedy I Doctor Kennedy I Where is Doctor 
Kennecly?"* The cry was taken up by hundreds 
of brazen throats, and the practice became for 
long afterwards so frequent and embarrassing that 
the discomfited doctor was ashamed to show his 
nose at Drury Lane or Covent Garden. 

It is pleasant to contrast these '^ dodgers ** with 
the representative of a very different class, the 
man of real talent and perseverance, who, scorning 
to tread the by-paths which conduct to practice, is 
content to keep to the straight but longer road, 



* This BingulAT man was a yeiy tall and lanky personage. One 
stormy nighty when returning from Drury Lane in his sedan, the 
chairmen in endeavouring to dodge some ftdling tiles, gave the machine 
BO violent a lurch that his head, which was bare (and probably 
never strong), coming in contact with the roof, he received so 
violent a concussion that for some weeks his life was despaired ol 
Foote had intended to make Kennedy the subject of one of his 
satirical pieces, but this lucky aoddent saved him. Finding him in 
BO dangerous condition, he felt, as Qoldsmith expressed it, *' for once, 
and the only time, compunctious,'* destroyed his manuscript, and 
vowed never to indulge in satire at the expense of a friend and a 
really kind-hearted man. 
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and nliee for aoeoeaB upon merit a 
yean," sajs Dr. EiUotacm, in his I 
lecture prepwmtory (o a ooiuse wbicb be 
oo tbe pnctice of medicine at Univeraitj 
"For maoj years I toiled, and saw mat 
ooateraporaries, many of my jumors, wb 
len hni tcvrv fciser in thrir generatum, 
by. I paUkbed wurk after work; edit 
editkn, and paper after paper, was honoi, 
a place in tbe tranaactions of the firet 
eocis^ in Eorope. I was pbyaician to 
metropolitan boepital, and attended tbi 
gratuitously out of doors, above 20,000 p 
all in Tain. In 1828 my profession was i 
locnUTe to tne, and was as short of m 
expenses as it had been In 1818. At tl 
tbe Lancet was pleased, now and tlien, to 
a clinical lecture delivered by me at St. 1 
and my practice at once doubled. The 1 
year it published the greater part as I t 
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them, mid my practice doubled again* Last season, 
the same journal published them all, and my 
practice was doubled a third time. This astonished 
me the more as my clinical lectmres* were 
generally delivered with little or no {premeditation^ 
while all I published myself bad cost me great 
labour, many a headache, and much midnight oiL 
It was through the general practitioners, in the 
large majority of instaaces — and through general 
practitioners for the most part, with whom I had 
not the honour of any aoqusintance — that the pub- 
lication of these lectures accomplished my success. 
To the body of general practiticmers, therefore, I 
owe a debt of gratitude. They have called me 
jforik spontaneously from no interested motive, and 

* CUniCf or dimcal h a word applied to tli« obflervation and treat- 
ment of diaeaae at tlie bedaide of the tkk ; and hence, dinieal lectum 
are lach as are giren either at the bedaide of the patient, or from notes 
and obserrationB made at the bedside. Tfaia ii the moat Taluable 
mode of instruction in the art of medicine ; the students in a public 
hospital being brought into the presence of disease, and taught to 
obserre the charaoteristios of each individual casa, and the effecta 
of the Tarious modes of treatment. 
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I cannot exert myself too much in the education 
of their successors." 

Contrast this patient and laboriona worker witli 
the gentleman whose lineaments become so familiar 
to every one of us when traced by the practised 
hand of Mr. Wilkie Collins. While the indefatig- 
able student, publishing work after work, edition 
after edition, attends 20,000 patients gratuitously, 
and earns scarcely enough to find him bread and 

;ese, this gentleman makes money fast, simply 
'.neHges of lits natient'j 
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is essentially necessary. I will write a pre- 
scription.' He prescribed with perfect gravity: 
Aromatic Spirits of Ammonia — 15 drops. Spirit 
of Red Lavender— 10 drops. Syrup of Orange 
Peel — 2 drachms. Camphor Julep — 1 ounce. When 
he had written Miace Jiat Haustua (instead of 
^Mix a draught') — when he had added, Ter die 
sumendvs (instead of ^To be taken three times 
a day') — and when he had certified to hb own 
Latin by putting his initials at the end, he had 
only to make his bow, to slip two guineas into 
his pocket, and to go his way, with an approving 
professional conscience in the character of a 
physician who had done his duty." 

The details of the second visit, which we find 
several pages further on, are too good to be 
omitted: to omit them, in fact, would be to leave 
the picture unfinished. ''He found his patient 
cured by the draught 1 It was contrary to all 
rule and precedent; it savoured of quackery — 
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the red lavender had no business to do what the 
red lavender had done — bat there she was, 
nevertheless, up and dressed, and contemplating 
a journey to London on the next day but one. 
' An act of duty, doctor [the patient, we maj 
observe, was worthy of the pbysician], is involved 
in this — whatever the sacriBce, I must go ! ' No 
other explanation could be obtained. The patient 
was plainly determined — nothing remained but for 
the physician to retreat with unimpaired dignity, 
and a paid fee. He did it. 'Our arL' be 
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blows. Let the extremities be moderately warm, 
and the mind eaety — and pray donH omit to pro- 
vide yourself with a second bottle of the mixture 
before you start.' He made his bow, as before 
— ^he slipped two guineas into his pocket, as 
before — and he went his way, as before, witl;i 
an approving conscience, in the character of a 
physician who had done his duty. What an 
enviable profession is Medicine! And why," asks 
the accomplished novelist, ''don't we all belong to 
it?" 

But if some medical men are indebted to "hum- 
bug" for success, the practice we have hinted at 
seems to be at least excusable. The physician has 
his bread to get, and if he elects to earn it by 
taking advantage, to some extent, of the peculiari- 
ties of wealthy and crotchety patients, why should 
we greatly blame him ? " Humbug;" however, is 
not confined to doctors* It largely prevails among 

patients, and when these latter are guilty of the 

20 




waiomdj ntycrtm Ha. Ttw patteobi got 
praetiee we dall pRsentij dcacnbc^ Atpi 
tDCD — geaenl pnetitiooen, as well u 
uid surgeons, of llie nnumeffatioa whkfa 
belongs to tbefo. The eneroachmtiDU of 
people OD Uie gnbutooa relief afibfxl« 
London HospilAls and dbp^isaries, m 
thing lliat the pablic of the provinoea m 
Rich women (we should be sorry to lib 
l>y calling Fuch peraons laitieti) have bet 
to iliivo in their carriages to a coo^ 
rimit tlio hospital, whence tliey wi 
prtMont tlioniBulve^ In plain attire 
Iwlvtm of the duped and unauBpecting 
WtvM nnd daughters of w&tlOnj men h 
tvn^iwa lo condescend to borrow their 
\)tw<iini to act a practical lie, and appeal 
tik>«|<iilftl* In the character of out p(Uient» 
Uit» ati^4uiaatit0 |iraoticc cmfined to wome: 
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to-do publicans, pawn-brokers, tradesmen, manufac- 
*turers, and their wives, attend in the out patient 
department; subscribers to hospitals make use for 
themselves or relatives of the tickets intended only 
for the necessitous poor; wealthy persons send their 
servants. Less objectionable, perhaps (but still 
objectionable), is the practice of large firms paying 
small subscriptions to hospitals, for the purpose of 
securing medical relief for their workpeople at a 
considerable saving to themselves. Mr. Whitfield 
of St Thomas's Hospital, writing years ago Uy 
the Ti/meSy complained with justice of the "many 
persons in affluence, rich in this world's wealth 
but poor in mind, who to their shame never 
hesitate to seek advice and medicine from the 
hospitals as paupers, committing not only a moral 
deception, and defrauding the private practitioner 
of that which, under a better system, would fall 
to his lot, but (at hospitals where any limitation 
is made to the daily number of patients) oflen 
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CHAPTER X. 

MINERAL WATERS AND THE QUACKERY OF '' MODERN 

MIRACLES." 

TDOUQHLY speaking, the best known modem 
spas of Great Britain, giving them in their 
alphabetical order, are Bath, Buxton, Carlisle, Chel- 
tenham, Clifton, Oilsland, Quisborough, Harrogate, 
Knaresborough, Leamington, Malvern,* Matlock, 
Tunbridge Wells, Sandrock (Isle of Wight), the 

« 

Bridge of Allan in Stirlingshire, and Moffatt in 
Dumfriesshire. Among those less generally known, 
we may name Derrindaff in Ulster, Crieff in Perth- 
shire, Droitwich in Worcestershire, Filey in York- 
shire, Holywell* in Lancashire, Liverleithen (Peebles), 

* MAlvem and Holywell are aoaroely entitled to be called minfrai^ 
m the J daim repate only by reason of their estreme purity. 
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»r Dol^iii), fanMtaiiiA WelU in Abei^ 
•Lt^!^^, Pitkemihij iTath^tm), Redrath in Cora- 
■w»:L Eothesav risle o£ Bute). Searboroogh— bett« 
knovn fti a ses-b&thlng resort^ Sh&pwells near 
Giklisd .CdiiileTUad), Sbotlej (Northumberland), 
Spital (DaHt&m . Swanliiibar amx Eniuskilieii, Wil- 
loQzfaby neu- Rugby, WoodbaU, Lincoln, etc, etc: 

We remember eeeing it stated in ooe of the 
evecing " Tom otcts,' that it is alwsys " aftemooa " 
at B*ib, meaning thereby, we presume, that its day 
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the "retired list;" the other, of the very good 
people, headed of course by the clergy. Between 
these two cliques oscillate (so to speak) the mem-* 
bers of the learned professions — of law and medi- 
cine; and the moment the wife and daughters of 
a professional man enter one clique, they are shut 
out for ever and ever from the other. There is 
no commercial enterprise at Bath. The city — a 
large and handsome one — strikes the London visitor 
as one which has not only an exalted idea of its 
own importance, but an absolute contempt for the 
outer world in general. The beautiful old western 
city was a different place in days of yore. When 
the doctors of George the Second's time failed to 
understand a patient's case, a quandary in which 
they frequently found themselves landed, they got 
over the difficulty — oftentimes successfully — ^by 
sending him to Bath. We say oftentimes success* 
fully, for society and change of scene worked a 
benefit, which no amount of mineral water unaided 
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gradually mitigated, and a reeovery at last [was] 
obtained by the regular and long-continued use of 
the water and a strict milk diet/* It is possible 
that '* Doctor Eeir " believed this statement, and it 
is more than likely that it answered his purpose 
and procured him practice. Nobody drinks the 
Hotwells water now. The very pump-room, which 
overlooked the dreary oasis of mud spanned by the 
beautiful Suspension Bridge, has been long removed 
for the very sufficient reason that the money taken 
for the use of the excellent swimming bath and 
(the once famed) mineral water, did not pay even 
the outgoing expenses. For this state of things 
Clifton has itself to thank. Local jealousies, an 
utter absence of the spirit of co-operation and 
enterprise among its inhabitants repel and drive 
away strangers. Unlike Bath, even in the days 
of its prosperity Clifton was as dull as ditchwater, 
very nearly as dull as its modem representative, 
if dulness of so impenetrable a character can ever 
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hope to be equalled. With beauties of situation 
anil scenery which render it naturally attractive, 
Clifton, owing to the esclusiveness of its pareenu 
aristocracy, ridiculed by Sheridan in The School for 
Scamhil, combined with the absence of any sort 
of aiiiuijenient, is the last place to which a fashion- 
able doctor would be mad enough to consign a 
consumptive patient. For the past thirty years the 
placQ has been the paradise of a class of German 
street musicians, who would be driven headlong 
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modem English habits and manDers. Life at Bath 
during the last century, approached in some degree 
to the habits and manners which prevailed among 
the visitors at Homburg, Spa, and Wiesbaden, be- 
fore the gaming tables and their proprietors had 
been sent to the right about. At Homburg — at 
Spa — at Wiesbaden — ^at Baden Baden — the visitor 
found himself among scenes and company wholly 
new to him, and presenting life in an aspect in 
which he was unaccustomed to regard it, a circum- 
stance which contributed to his amusement, and 
consequently to his benefit so long as he abstained 
from the rouge et novr and rovZette tables. There 
were balls (''routs" as they were then termed), 
fashionable assemblies, and high play in the old 
days of Bath; the ladies and gentlemen bathed 
together in public ; there was no lack of the scandal 
in which our great-grandmothers especially de- 
lighted. All this has changed: it is incompatible 
indeed with the idea of the "fitness of things" 



316 



D0CT0E9 JiVZ) IKXrrOEa. 



which ftt preseot prevails, which idea, by the way, 
the most correct of us were thankful to leave behind 
us, the moment we entered the Kursaals of unre- 
gene rated Germany, 

The mineral springs of Bath and the Hot wells 
owed their celebrity, in a great meaeure, to Dr. 
Mtjad. Tunbridge Wells, in like manner, was in- 
debted to Dr. Patrick Madan, who, in 1687. 
published an essay in praise of the medical virtueB 
of its waters. Other watering-places acquired a 
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the case at Buxton a century and a half ago, and 
scarcely "sixty years since/' at Strathpefler in Ross- 
bhire, a sort of Scotch Harrogate, celebrated for its 
sulphurous waters, the fashionables were crowded 
into small cabins, and pigs and patients were to 
be found in the same hotel. 

There was a time when the Hampstead mineral 
water was in high repute. There was a ''long 
room" and a tavern attached, so that the visitors 
might qualify the water, if they pleased, with 
"something short." At the same time flourished 
Chads Wells and Bagnigge Wells. The ferruginous 
waters of Islington enjoyed the highest reputation 
in the eighteenth century, but the Islingtonian 
would deem you a fit inhabitant of a lunatic 
asylum if you asked to be guided to them in these 
days. The powerful sulphate of magnesia waters of 
Epsom, are now little resorted to. The spring 
was discovered in 1613, and the waters were at 
first used externally only. ''Epsom Well" was 
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the behkosbte spa of Cimiet tbe . 
and ft Teiy coarae, but mirtb-proTokiitg t 
of th« powerful intetnal efieets of the H 
be roimd ID tbe Muxtrum Ddidte, pnbli 
years prior to tbe r&stor&tioa of tbe ol 
in 1660. 

Foreign Kpss are to be counted litenll; 
tboasand. If tbe reader — living, say, in 
of enchantment — coald transform bimself 
manner descrilied in the "Arabian Nights' 
enchanted birJ, and take an enchanted 1 
viuw, incliiiiing in its illimitable range tl 
Kiiperiieies of Europe, he would find tlie 
the continent as thickly dotted with miner 
" utations," as the face of a small-pox patiei 
Jenner had promulgated his priceless d 
was pitted with pock marks. Chief am 
thousand wo may name Aix-la-Chapello ( 
Prussia); Aix-les - ISaina (Savoy); Bade 
Vicmia; Baden Baden; Bagnui'es de Bigorre 
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Pyrenees); Bourboule (Auvergne); Castellamare 
(Naples); Cbianciano (Tuscany); Eaux Bonnes, and 
Eauz Chaudes (Basses Pyrenees); Ems on the 
Lafan; Qastein (Duchy of Salzburg); Qodesberg, 
near Bonn; Homburg, near Frankfort; Ischl 
(Austria) ; Karlbbad (Bohemia) ; Kissingen (Bavaria) ; 
Marienbad (Bohemia); Pfaeffers (Canton of St. 
Qall); Plombieres (Vosges); Schinznach (Canton of 
Aargau); Schlangenbad, between Wiesbaden and 
Ems; Spa (Belgium); Toplitz-Schonau (Bohemia); 
Uriage, near Qr^noble ; Vals (Ardfeche) ; Vichy ; 
Wiesbaden; and Wildbad (Black Forest). For the 
special diseases, for which these and nine hundred 
other mineral waters are applicable, we must refer* 
the reader to his ''handbooks.^* 

Of American mineral waters, personally we know 
nothing. The fame, at least, of two has found its 
way across the Atlantic — the fashionable station of 

• * See also BnulBliAw*s "Dictionary of Mineral Waters,*' an admir* 
l^ble little compilation. 
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Saratoga, in tbe State of New York, and the white 
sulphur springs of Delaware. 

Last to be meutioned are the imported waten. 
Familiar to all will be ApoUinaris, in the valley 
of tbe Aar, near Remagen in Rhenish Prussia. 
Tbe large amount of carbonic acid gas to be found 
tu the " Queen of Table Waters," as the wideawake 
proprietors term it, is due to the fact that the 
gas is caught in condensers as it escapes from the 
spring, and is then pumped into the bottles. Thia 
iffreeablo water has iiU}.>erseJed (in England) the 
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are no bathing or drinking establishments at 
PuUna, the whole range of buildings being ap- 
propriated to bottling this £Gir-famed water for 
exportation. 

The term '^mineral waters'' is applied to those 
which hold in solution a variety of minerals at 
various temperatures. Some writers have denied 
the therapeutic properties of mineral waters, basing 
their opinions on the minute quantities of mineral 
matter held in solution; but those who are prac-* 
ticaUy acquainted with them, know the absolute 
worthlessness of theories of this kind. Take for 
example, the well known and wonderful effect of 
the sulphurous alkaline waters of Aix-la-Cbapelle 
upon persons suffering under skin affections, or 
firom the effects of mercurial poisoning. In many 
cases mineral waters act with an energy which no 
scepticism as to their power can possibly refute 
At Ax in the department of Ari^ge, Dr. Garrigon 

has known death occur from the injudicious and 
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excessive use of the Yignerie si^mg. The 
'waters if taken by persons of a pletht 
sanguine habit of body, may occasion d 
Gymptoms. Uany of these mmeral water 
a much more complex character than tt 
(diemiste, with tiieir less perfect methods of 
suspected. Quite recently Dr. Thenard '. 
covered arsenic in the waters of Mont Dc 
de Ddme), It must not be forgotten, t 
Uiese medicines compounded in the vast la 
of nature, work more surely and efficient 
any sort of artjficially prepared mixtures 
many are free from the objections of p: 
intestinal irritation and other inconvenienc 

, which the latter are oftentimes chargeable 
The doctor who establishes himself at 

I these stations long enough to acquire a re; 
pockete hia fees with little trouble : h 
patients, we need not say, are English 
He afiectfi to diagnoae the nature of his ] 
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complaint, and gives his directions with an affec- 
tation of wisdom, which shows that he has 
graduated in the study of ''humbug." The direc- 
tions (very much the same everywhere), have been 
well described by Sir Francis Head, '"Monsieur/ 
said the doctor (for he speaks a little French) 
'Monsieur/ he repeated, 'k six heures du matin 
vous prendres k la Pauline trois verres! trois verres 
k la Pauline!' he repeated; *k dix heures, vous 
prendrez un bain — en sortant du bain vous pren- 
drez/— (he paused and, after several aeoonda of 
deep iJumgkt, he added) — 'encore deux verres, et k 
cinq heures du soir, Monsieur, vous prendrez — 
(aTiother long pauae) — ^' encore trois verres! Mon- 
sieur ! ces eaux vous feront beaucoup de bien 1 ' " 
And beaucoup de bien they certainly accomplish 
not only for the patients, but especially for the 
doctor, who assumes this affectation of profound 
cogitation. Fruit, by the way, is strictly prohibited, 
for the simple reason, that whenever raw fruit and 
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mineral water unexpectedly meet eacb othat 
human interior, a sort of bubble and squea^ 

^ 
invariably ta^ee place, the one always endei 

to turn the otl it of the bouae. 



•i 



We commenced our firat chapter by reft 
the early days of the Middle Ages, when I 
was placed under the control of monkish ij 
and superstition, when patients, in the ab 
any competent knowledge on the part of th 
ant priest-doctor, were cured or treated 
exposition and imposition of relics. Thi 
days are not yet over ; that the Romish 
hood of to-day still professes to heal disei 
mode superior to and altogether differing 1 
method adopted by the secular professor, 1 
demonstrated lately by Mr. Richard F, 
"S. J." The peculiar process of therapeuti 
cated by that gentleman, !s described by 
an article on " Modem Miracles," in the < 
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"which he refers us to certain manifestations at 
LourdeSy reports of which reached the ears of us 
heretics in England, and were viewed, sooth to say 
with all the contempt which was due to them. 
That this contempt was atheistic and abominable is 
insisted on by Mr. Clarke in a manner which shows 
us that the credulity and superstition of some of 
the Catholic priesthood of the nineteenth century 
would do credit to the days when Paul the Fifth 
fulminated his celebrated interdict against the Re- 
public of St. Mark. 

"The apparition and miracles at Lourdes/' says 
our authority, ''have received the explicit sanction 
of the bishop of the diocese, who has himself 
visited the Grotto many times as a pilgrim, and, 
after a most careful and thorough investigation, 
issued a m/mdemerU in which he formally gives 
his judgment in favour of the reality of the ap- 
parition, declares the miracles wrought, to be the 
work of the supernatural power of God, and 
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authorises the devotion of our Lady of Lonrdes, 
recotii men ding it to the faithful of his dioceae. 
Nor is there any poBsibility of denying the exist- 
ence of a consentient voice bearing witaieat on 
the part of Catholica, — biahops, prieets, and laymen, 
in every quarter of the globe, to their sincere uid 
unhesitating belief in the reality of the miracles 
performed. We pass these over, because we are 
writing for. non- Catholics, and we have no right 
to ask them to listen to the voice of on authority 
they do not recoL'nise, or to be inflnenced by the 
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and after a Journey to Lourdes; we have a right 
to tell them that their dumay hypothesis of the 
curative force of a powerful imagination will not 
account for ecmcsra healed in a moment, tumours 
disappearing instantaneously, decayed and carious 
bones becoming sound at the touch of that won- 
drous fountain; we have a right to urge upon them 
the necessity of furnishing some possible solution 
of the mystery, or else of honestly and humbly 
accepting the solution which the whole Catholic 
world declares with one voice, to be the only 
rational, the only possible solution — Digiius Dei est 
hie — Qod it is who, by His miraculous power 
eccerted through our Lady's intercession, heals the 
sick, cures the lame, casts out devils, restores sight 
to the blind, now, in this nineteenth century, just 
as He did, when He was visibly present amongst 
men. 

^ Out of a laige number of instances we adduce 
three as test cases. They have happened within 
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remedies/ said the physician; 'her case is hopeless* 
(die est perdue). But Mdlle. Philippe, who had 
already visited Lourdes, had conceived a great desire 
to go there again before her death. She did not 
ask to be cured, but to obtain the grace of a good 
death. At the cost of intense suffering she took 
the journey, and spent the first night before the 
Grotto. The next evening as she knelt and prayed, 
she felt a horrible pain, as if all her sinews were 
being strained. Was it a new crisis of her disease, 
or was it the death she had so long prayed for? 
She fell to the ground, and then, without knowing 
what she did, she who had been so long speechless, 
cried out with a loud voice, ' Cured ! I am cured 1 ' 
and set to work at once to sing the 'Magnificat^' 
accompanied by all around. 

** The wound of her cancers had disappeared ; the 
skin had become smooth again; a few little reddish 
spots alone marked the place where the sores had 
been. The next day she was able to walk, carrying 
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the banner in a proceHnion for an hour vUhont 
fatigtie. Since then she has felt no pain ; her 
appetite returned, and her cure proved a hiating 
one." 

^^'e beg the reader to consider what a cattcer— 
especially a cancer of the throat, means ; a disease 
whicli, wherever it manifests itself, infects after 
a time the whole system. Every medical man 
will tell him that a lai^ proportion, perhaps the 
majority of tumours which bear a general resem- 
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presume of ibe Society of Jesus, places before us 
as an example of a ^Modern Miracle'' — a miracle 
moreover which he challenges us to dispute. 

But Mr. Clarke's ** evidence " is not yet exhausted ; 
he has to bring before us medical testimony. Let 
us see what this testimony is worth. ''If our 
readers/' he continues, ''are not willing to accept 
the testimony [sic] of MdUe. Philippe herself, let 
us hear what a physician of Montpellier has to say 
respecting her cure. ' It is not a question in this 
case/ says M. Yergez, who is attached to the 
Faculty of Medicine at Montpellier, ' of any nervous 
affection; it is on the material injury (Usion 
vnaOrielle) that we must concentrate our attention; 
whatever its nature, cancerous or scrofulous, prob- 
ahly the latter^ her cure, like all cures of affections 
resulting from natural dispositions, required a 
considerable period of time. The instantaneous 
cicatrisation of the wounds, or rather the sudden 
renewal of all the elements constituting the derma 
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and epiilermis, could not belong to the domaia of 
nature's forces.' We invite our readers to a careful 
consideration of these last words. If the Protestant 
rejects the hypothesis of a Bupematural power 
exerted through, tlie interoeaaion of our Lady, how 
is he to account for the sudden cure where medical 
science declared such a cure impoasible? He is 
bound to give us some counter-hypothesis, at least 
to indicate to us some possible explanation." 
That explanation, it appears to us, we shall have 
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specially intended for "non-Catholics"; as it is, 
moreover, given a place in a periodical of the 
standing of the Nineteenth Century; and as it is 
put before us non-Catholic readers in the form of 
a distinct challenge, we are invited of course to 
answer and to deal with it. 

It is one of the peculiarities of the Catholic faith 
that it exercises so comfortable an influence on the 
minds of its believers. It imposes on the latter a 
blind and trusting faith in the infaUibU/Uy of their 
spiritual guides: it enjoins on them the absolute 
surrender of their own judgment and common sense 
to the teaching and ' doctrines of the Church as 
expounded by its ministers: it orders them to 
accept matters not as they find them — not as they 
present themselves to the eye of a person not 
brought up and educated in the peculiar dogmas 
of the faith, but as they are directed to look at 
them by the priest conductor. Hence it is that 
the Catholic faith commends itself so specially to 
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the sympathies of the softer sex— « Bex whoee 
nature inclines it to trust to, and lean on what 
appears to it the stronger mind in matter of 
spiritual guidance. It is quite easy to understand 
that on persons so hiassed, educated, and directed 
— taught to believe in the direct manifestation of 
divine power, exercised at the intercesaion of "onr 
Lady " or of canonised saints, faith may, and 
sometimes does, exercise a genuine and powerful 
influence in the treatment and even the cure of 
disease. An unwavering faith of this kind is 
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1. Those which haye been examined by eodesiasiical 
authority and solemnly improved by the Holy See. 

2. Those which have never received any formal 
approbation at Rome, but have been approved 
by some subordinate or local authority. 3. Those 
which have received no recognition or authorisation 
whatever. The former class consists of. those 
miracles which have been brought before the Sacred 
Congregation in processes of canonisation, have been 
carefuUy and solemnly weighed and scrutinised, and 
after due scrutiny have been declared proven. 
After this declaration to deny their genuineness 
would almost be presumptuous and rash. Every 
possible precaution is taken against the acceptance 
of any &ct as miraculous for which there is not 
the clearest and most certain evidence. An advocate 
is appointed to raise all possible objections, and 
urge them against each separate miracle, and to 
try and find other explanations by which the fieicts 
alleged could be explained; no pains are spared t<y 
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admit only such evidence aa would sati.'^fy, sad 
more than satisfy, a committee of uDprejiidiced 
English lawyers." 

On this point we join issue with Mr. Clarke: 
we know something of the nature of "legal evi- 
dence," which it is manifeat that he does not. The 
so-called "miracle" he has related to us, so far aa 
evil} mice is concerned, is obviously not worth the 
paper on which it is printed. Who is Mdlle. 
Philippe from Mi;nil in Lorrwne? What do we 
know of her previous history? and where do we 
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matMelle), . . . whatever its nature, cancerous or 
scrofulous," under which she suffered, he is utterly 
unable to explain to us. Mr. Clarke in fact has 
handed us a brief drawn not from evidence, but 
fix>m second or third-hand statements. It contains 
of course no ''evidence" whatever; nor, assuming 
it had been evidence ''which would satisfy and 
more than satisfy a committee of unprejudiced 
English lawyers," does he place us in a position 
in which we can cross-examine his witnesses, and 
subject them to a test which, if skilfully conducted, 
rarely fisiils to elicit truth.* 

* After tluB chapter was written, we met with an article on 
the subject by Dr. Donkin, from which we quote the following 
passage : — "Although we are told," says this English physician, 
** to concentrate our attention on the material letion, we consider 
that the other symptoms of one-sided paralysis and loss of voice, 
which disappeared at the Grotto, are of great illustrative import- 
ance. For such affections, and such sudden recoveries, are well 
known to doctors, under the heading of functional nervous disease. 

"What therefore was medically most probable to have happened 
appears to have happened here, according to the internal evidence 
in the account : while for the medical improbability — the iudden 
recovery of the woundt — there is no internal evidence whatever." — 
Fortnightly Review, August 1888, 267. 
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So f&r aa the Ro-called "teat case," the 
concerned, it is more than easily disposed of 
is in fact "no ease" of any kind to anav 
we are gravely asked by Mr. Clarke to p 
judgment in his favour on a mere ex pa; 
ment, which bears on its face the eviden< 
own palpable absurdity. In the absence, 
of anything which can be called a "case," 
conceded, that the faith of an ignorant 
mind is capable at times of assisting the o 
of Nature in a manner, which Mr. Clark 
deem " miraculons," but which is capable 
easiest explanation. Sir Thomas Wiseman, j 
to Charles the Second, says on the su 
scrofulous complaints, "I must needs profess 
that his Majesty cureth more in one year 
the chirur^^eons of Iiondon have done in a 
The touch of his Majesty's band, aided 
imagination of the patient, effected undi 
much which medical skill had failed to ace 
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Exactly the same principle is at work at Lourdes, 
such principle being for obvious purposes attributed 
by the priest expositor to a saintly influence which 
has no sort of actual existence. The so-called cures 
at Lourdes be it observed — and this fact is more 
than material, are vouchsafed only to orthodox 
believers. Let a practical Protestant mind in a 
diseased Protestant body, present itself at this same 
miraculous ''Grotto/' and if the proprietor return 
sound and tuell, and if the facts before and after 
the cure are duly certified to by competent English 
physicians who can be called to verify the facts, 
then and not till then, Mr. Clarke will be furnished 
with a "test case" such as he can place at least 
before English ''non-Catholic" readers. As for the 
test case which he has placed before us, it may be 
consideredHsatisfiactory by the "sacred congregation,*' 
but an English lawyer would refuse to listen to it 
for a moment. 

It is one of the consequences of a challenge, tha^ 
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it ehould invite attack ; and although we do not for 
& moment question the honesty of purpose of the 
ciinJlenger, it is necessary in elucidation of our sub- 
ject that we should carry it further. "Modern 
Miracleism" is tlio principal means, by which, in 
countriea where ignorance prevails, a zealoua {we 
were going to say — unscrupulous) prietitbood seek 
to enslave the minda of men, for the advancemeDt 
of their own order and the interests of their own 
Church. Such an attempt on the practical minds 
of Eriglitjhmen must lead inevitabJy to ridicule. 
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are told by the correspondent of the DaUy Telegraph 
(writing under date of May the 27th), "Monsignor 
Dusmet, is on the spot offering prayers, dddreased 
chiefly to St. Agatha, the patron saint of the dis- 
trict. TTie populace who attribute to lur miraciblovs 
intervention the a/rrest of the eruption which in 
1669 threaten^ Catania, urged Monsignor Dusmet 
to apply to the diocese of Catania for the tem- 
porary loan of this saint's veil, with a view of 
repeating the experiment. Yesterday the Bishop 
entered Nicolosi with great pomp, bearing this 
veil in an urn. Processions were formed, the veil 
was exposed, and interminable prayers are being 
offered in public, leading to incidents of painful 
interest. For instance, yesterday, during the sacred 
function^ a poor woman fM fai/nJting to the 
ground, and it soon became known that she had not 
touched food for three days." These are the people 
by whom ^modern miracles" are believed, and the 
cleric who trusts and may possibly have £Edth in 
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thera, finds a ready sympathizer in worn 
equally enfeebled minds and restricted ei 
who move in a higher sphere in Society, ] 
ting the honesty and integrity of Mr. 
motives, the process of self-deception e 
peculiar, which can induce tin educated ge 
Buch aa he evidently is, to believe, that ti 
menta he has ventured to propoand, can b 
influence on the minds of English Protestant 
beyond the creation of a feeling of compas 
one who can avow his belief in a supei-sl 
preposterous. Notwithstanding the fact th 
apparition and miracles at Lourdes [ma; 
received the explicit sanction of the hisho[ 
diocese," that simple circumstance will ha- 
influence on the practical mind of hones 
Bull. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



MEDICINE MANIA. 



OOME people, especially among the lower, middle, 
and the working classes^ are confirmed medicine- 
takers. They read the advertisements of "patent" 
nostrums, which profess to cure every ill under 
the sun from agues to ulcers, and implicitly believe 
the statements which they contain. The ignorant 
medicine-taker never pauses to consider that if a 
tithe of the pretensions so blatantly proclaimed 
had any real foundation in fact, the existence of 
cultivated and learned bodies, such as the College 
of Physicians and the College of Surgeons, would 
be no longer necessary. Not only does he believe 
everything which the advertisers tell him, but he 
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becomes an advocate of the remedies to his frieoda, 
and thus, like the snow-ball which increases u 
the schoul-boy rolls it in the drift, the mischief 
iQseu.-jibly increases, until in time it assumes colossal 
proportiona. 

The means by which so-called panaceas acquire a 
reputation is easily explained. "Take," says the 
author of Physician and Patient (we do not mean 
Mr. Tinibs), "any remedy, no matter what, whether 
it be positive in its operation or wholly inert, and 
ib can be made to aujuire an extensive reputation 
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the cure to it. The many that are not benefited 
soon give up the use of the remedy, and the fact 
that they have taken it is known to a few and 
soon forgotten even by them. But the few that 
chance to derive benefit from it, or that are cured 
by nature while taking it, proclaim everywhere the 
virtues of the remedy, and extol its efficacy by 
laudatory certificates, for what they fEilsely term 
the benefit of their fellow-creatures. The news- 
papers teem with flaming advertisements. The 
consequence is that the remedy comes into ex- 
tensive use, and continues in popular favour, till 
some other, by the same process, supplants iL'' 

The success obtained by the proprietors of these 
"universal curers" is proved not only by the 
colossal fortunes which some of the most persistent 
of them make, but by the progressive increase in 
the amount of duty received for stamps, issued to 
them by the Inland Revenue authorities. Let us 
take two periods of five years each by way of 
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example. Between the years 1840 and 
elusive, the sum total received by tin 
was £149,080 7«. ^d., or a yearly i 
£29,816 lA 6d. Whereas, in the coi 
period, from 1863 to 1867 inclusive, it 
to £201,159 8s. 5Jti., ahowing an annu 
of £40,231 lie. Sd. Now, if the n 
remember that the stamps are impo 
graduated scale; that the stamp on a shil 
o£ medicine is oaly throo halfpence; a 
ditto, threepence, — he will form some 
the enormous quantities disposed of bj 
verLisers on the one hand, and puich 
swallowed by the public on the other, 
practice of medicine taking as indulged in 
of the persons to whom we have alluded : 
less than a dangerous mania, is showt 
strange case which is stated in the follow] 
We have drawn tlie facts from the evide 
the actual names of the parties intercste 
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proceediogs we have, for obvious reasons, thought 
fit to suppress. 

Fifty years ago there lived in London a woman 
named Hollins. Her ostensible occupation was that 
of a seamstress, an occupation which she followed 
at the houses of her patrons, but on the principle 
advocated by some persons that it is just as well 
*not to carry all your eggs in one basket/' she 
seems to have combined with her business of a 
needlewoman that of a vendor of patent medicine. 
One of the persons who gave her employment was 
the wife of a merchant captain named Wright 
Taking advantage of her opportunities, Hollins in 
accordance with her custom advocated the remedial 
virtues of certain pills in which she was interested, 
and easily persuaded the captain to purchase a 
box. They appear to have given him so much 
satisfaction that he was induced to buy eleven 
shillings' worth, for the purpose of taking with 
him on an intended voyage to the West Indies: 
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that vojage, aa we shall presently see, i 
never lived to accomplhih. 

The purchase of that eleven shillioga' 
pilla brought oa the scene another per 
name, for the purpose of this story, shall 
Hov Kichard Croot came to be codqi 
Hollins, and what was the precise natu 
connectioo between the pair, does not ap 
suspect that Croot was an agent for tl 
the patent medicine, and that the womai 
his go-between and received a percentaj 
sales. We are inclined to believe that thi 
case for the reason that, although Holl 
and the part which she took are bro 
prominent notice in the events which f< 
does not appear to have been personally : 
in the legal proceedings from which we e: 
facts. Whatever might have been the 
their association in business, the fact thai 
sold eleven shillings' worth of pills to Capi 
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Wright was speedily communicated by the woman 
to Croot Thereupon the latter called at the house, 
and asked to see the captain, who happened to 
be absent He then introduced himself to Mrs. 
Wright; said he had been requested to call by 
HoUins; and handed her a card, which gave his 
address as No. 6, Farringdon Street. He inquired 
what was the matter with her husband, and she 
answered with some surprise, "Nothing, that she 
was aware of." Croot explained the object of his 
visit, and said he would call again in a day or 
two. As a matter of fact he did call; saw the 
captain; and brought the conversation round to 
the subject of the pills. He cautioned him that 
he was on no account to take the '' No. 2 " 
pills, without also taking the ''No. 1." ''I am 
told," he added, " that you were much pre- 
judiced against the pills at first, but you will 
find that they cure every disease and do a great 

■ 

deal of good:" the minor proposition being 
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The wife, however, never seems to have been 
favourably impressed with "Doctor Croot": she 
told him plainly that it would be well if HoUins 
attended to her own business ; that he had not been 
sent for; and that his services were not required. 
This was an answer of which even Richard Croot 
was bound to take notice, and for that time at 
least he took his departure. 

But the rheumatic pain in the captain's knee 
instead of subsiding grew worse, and in a few days, 
by his express desire, the 'doctor" was sent for. 
He came on Wednesday, the 20th of January, 
1836; and from that moment Cuttle's fate may be 
said to have been sealed. Before he left, Croot 
ordered Mrs. Wright to give her husband twenty 
of pills "No. 1*' that night, and twenty of "No. 2" 
on the following morning "to drive off" as the 
learned man expressed it, " the number one&" The 
puzzled wife, whose antipathy to the "doctor" had 
been unable to prevent his being "called in," 



momiDg. Croot cal 
day, and inquired . 
proper number/' and 
told her, she was to 
cU every dose, which 
morning. As a mattei 
gave poor Cuttle the 
always a great deal le 
every day but Saturd 
said he "doubted her 
however, as she seems 
doctor's orders, and soi 
many as fifteen or twi 
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at the coDclusion (as he himself expressed it), that 

"there was something the matter with him worse 

than his knee." Croot called late on the Monday, 

Whether he was an orthodox Hebrew, keeping the 

Sabbath in all its rabbinical strictness, whether he 

was observing the Sunday as a Christian holiday, 

or devoting both days to the doctoring of Jews 

and Gentiles by the impartial administration of pills 

" No. 1 " and " No. 2" does not appear : he did not 

at any rate make his appearance till the Monday 

night. When the frightened wife told him the 

condition of his patient, he merely remarked that 

she had not administered enough medicine, and had 

moreover "given him too much to eat." Food — 

the learned pundit observed — her husband did not 

require, for the simple reason that " the fever would 

feed him without any food'* This was the sixth 

day of attendance, and by this time poor John 

Wright was so woefully prostrated, that the strong, 

hearty man of six days ago could hardly sit up 

23 
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in bed. Hub vnaiatikaUe |«itaai ef 1 
unbeeded: the ' doelar * toU the vife I 
puient lu>t toaUr and tali, uid ordered I 
Lelliug btr to go OQ increafiing ekch doM 
He called on tbe Tneedav, and beiitg bJd 
captain was dreadfiilly ill, assured tbe wifi^ 
was alanning herself witboat cause, and 4 
would only attend to his directions ba ] 
well to a day or two. Tbe purgative , 
course increased in proportion to tbe coi 
and increase of the doses; and, en AVednt 
2'Jlh of Jaiiuan% llrs. AV right sent in grt 
for Mr, Gay, an old friend of her husband'; 
the latter arrived, lie found his friend delir 
immediately called in Mr. Coiiiyns-Smith, a 
medical practitioner, and explained to him tl 
of treatment Mr. Comyns-Sniith saw th( 
the same day, and Croot called twice ; the 
being made after the qualified practitio 
taken his departure. The latter did not at 
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any medicine, feeling (if we are to judge by his 
evidence) that the patient was in a state when no 
medicine would have given him relief. This, how- 
ever, was not the opinion of Dr. Croot : he told the 
wife to give her delirious husband twenty-five pills 
that night, "they will compose him/' he said, ''to 
sleep, and he will be better in the morning." 
When the criminal idiot (who does not seem to 
have been aware of the surgeon's visit) called at 
ten o'clock that night, he found the wife crying by 
her sick husband's bed-side, and actually assured 
her she "had no cause for alarm," as the patient 
"was doing well." She told him that a medical 
man had seen him, and had pronounced him to be 
in very great danger, to which he angrily made 
answer, that if a medical man ventured to interfere 
with his treatment, he should turn him out of the 
house. In spite of the wife's protest, he then and 
there administered twenty-five of his drastic pills, 
and told her to give her husband thirty or thirty- 
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dangerous condition of her husband; but Croot's 
cry was Spills! more pills!" and he asked more- 
over to see the pill-boxes. They were empty, the 
victim having swallowed in nine days the whole 
eleven shillings' worth which he had purchased 
of Hollins. He said he would call on this woman 
and order more. It was vain for the wife to re- 
monstrate, and to remind the irrepressible quack 
that a medical practitioner had ordered that the 
pills were to be discontinued ; he said he would 
administer one hundred at a time if he considered 
them necessary. The wife drew his attention to 
the unfortunate man's terribly reduced condition, 
but Croot was ready with his answer. ''I must," 
he said, "take off the flesh before I can raise him 
up." He ordered her to administer (hirty»two pills 
at three o'clock that day. It was vain to tell him 
that her husband ''was continually throwing them 
np and throwing up blood also;" he merely re- 
peated his orders and said he would have them 
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man however interposed. "My dear," he said, "ifcv 
is poison! this man has poisoned me!" Ghty called 
at this moment, and sent up a message, expressing 
his wish to see both Croot and Mrs. Wright. 

The advent of Gay forms a new episode in the 
story. This gentleman was a very different person 
from either poor Captain John Wright or his wifei 
and for the first time, perhaps in his life, Richard 
Ci*oot found himself in a position for which he was 
wholly unprepared. Nemesis in the person of Mr. 
Qay stood before him ; and a series of interrogatives 
followed, which made him feel more than uncom- 
fortable. 

The first question — a very inconvenient one — 
"For what disease was he treating the patient?" 
was parried with an assertion : " The medicine he 
was administering would eradicate every disease, 
and the captain would rise from his bed a better 
man than before.'* He added by way of parenthesis 
and justification, that he was in the habit of 




The qiiwtioo, whether ha considered i 
a condition of bodjr and mind when c 
could be safely or properly adi 
■nawered with his asoal effrontery. . 
he was a duly qualified medical mai 
in the aflSnoatire. On being asked tn 
"certificate," be replied that "it w 
medical men to carry their diplom 
them." To the question, " where did j 
aoBwered — somewhat wagaely, — "in thi 
this time however, his demoralization wfl 
and he availed himself of the earliest o]: 
to take himself off, while Gay went in seat 
(jDaliSed practitioner. Croot's mental i; 
brouj{hl him back the same night ; and notw 
ing the strict orders which had been given, he 
1 to faroo bis way upstairs. His reception was . 
kbui MHKtu raffing : the sick man ordered hti 
I "Vott will W 1*11!." he said in his 
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language, and with much difficulty, ^for your 
trouble^ but you have poisoned me — you have 
poisoned me right out." Hearing from Mrs. Wright 
tiiat" a physician would call the next day, he 
assured her that her friends were alarming her 
needlessly, and that there was no necessity 
whatever for calling in a medical man. At this 
moment Oay and Thomas Riley (a merchant cap- 
tain) made their appearance, and Croot once more 
found himself subjected to a searching if not a 
very skilful examination. He called again on the 
next day, and brought with him a person whom 
he introduced as ''Dr. Wynch," but neither were 
permitted to go upstairs. This was on the Satur- 
day: all that day and the following the patient 
kept growing rapidly weaker; and at three o'clock 
on the Monday morning — ^thirteen days after Croot 
had been first called in, — poor John Wright had 
gone over to the Great Majority. 
A post mortem examination followed as a matter 
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John Wright, for nine years, and always as a man 
of temperate habits. This witness corroborated the 
evidence of the widow and Mr. Qay as to the 
prisoner having represented himself to be a medical 
man. He heard the prisoner complain that the 
friends of the deceased were "crossing him in his 
treatment of Captain Wright." The witness had 
refused to allow the prisoner to go up-stairs to the 
deceased. He said he would call next day with 
Dr. Wynch. Both of them did call, but neither 
were permitted to see the deceased. In cross- 
examination the witness said, "there was an actual 
appointment between prisoner and Wynch, Dr. 
Roberts and Mr. Comyns-Smith for the next day 
at one o'clock. The prisoner on that occasion 
earnestly begged that Dr. Wynch should be per- 
mitted to go up-stairs to see the deceased," but 
this was refused. 

Alfred Comyns-Smith, surgeon and apothecary, 
being sworn, described the condition in which he 
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shortly die. The witness declined acting without 
another opinion, and Dr. Roberts was in conse- 
quence called in; "but deceased was not then in 
a condition to take medicine." On the Saturday 
night he became worse, and the witness did not 
think that ''any medicine in the world would at 
that time have relieved him.*' He understood that 
the pills were composed of portions of gamboge 
and aloesy and other ingredients. He had heard 
cream of tartar and assafoetida spoken of as other 
component part& There had been a post mortem 
examination, and the stomach was found inflatbed 
and ulcerated. There was at the bottom of the 
stomach, near the lower opening, a patch of 
ulceration larger than a shilling. If the deceased 
had taken the quantities of medicine described, it 
would account for the ''appearances" he had 
witnessed, and which, he said, had caused death. 

In answer to the court, the witness explained 
that the ulceration mvst have been of recent 
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asBafoetida were mixed, he could not tell the 
precise quantity at which the dode would cause 
danger to commence, and safety to end. He 
was of opinion that ten grains of White's pills, 
supposing them to be composed of aloes and 
gamboge, would be a strong dose: twenty would 
be dangerous, and if taken night and morning 
highly so; much, however, depended on the consti- 
tution of the patient. He did not know the 
difference between pills "No. 1," and pills "No. 2;" 
but those which had the largest quantity of 
gamboge would be the strongest. K each pill 
contained half a grain of gamboge, with ten grains 
of aloes, it would be an over-dose. He thought 
thirty of such pills night and morning for two or 
three days, would be an improper dose to take. 
If ten persons were to take such doses for several 
days together, at least two or three of them would 
die; "and if it was stated by persons, that they 
had taken such doses for a long time, either such 
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produce ihe symptoms he witnessed in the stomach 
of the deceased^ and was likely to cause death." 

Dr. Frederick Roberts, Physician to the London 
Hospital, deposed that he saw the deceased on the 
Saturday, two days before his death, and was in- 
formed that he had taken a large quantity of 
White's pills. He directed a mustard poultice to 
be applied to the pit of the stomach, and ordered 
a mucilage and some chicken-broth to be given to 
him. The object of the mucilage was merely to 
sustain life; no medicines were administered, though 
enemas of strong beef-soup with small quantities of 
brandy were given. He attended the post mortem 
examination of the body on Monday (Ist of Feb- 
ruary). The liver was rather large and congested, 
but there was no active disease; the pericranium 
was free fix)m inflammation or other disease; the 
stomach much contracted; the middle of the great 
curvature exceedingly inflamed, with two spots of 

ulceration — one the size of a shilling; the mucous 
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membrane of the intestinal canal was im 
injected with dark-coloured blood; in t 
and jejitnem. the mncouB membrane bad th 
ance of lymph effused within its aubst 
greatly soflened ; in other parts the meml 
BO thin as to give ii the appearaiux of 
destruction. In the caoum and colon ws 
of yellow pnlpy matter, mixed with feculei 
On opening the knee-joint, there was ai 
of lymph. Tlie bead was loaded, but not 
diseased. There was abundant a[>pearanc 
stomach to account for death, but in 110 c 
of the hoihj. Taking lai^c cpiantities 
medicine would produce sucb appearances, 
heard Mrs. Wrigbt's evidence. He tbo 
dose described by her to have been admin 
tbe deceasod on the Fridaj- — of two table- 
of White's pills in powder — highly impn 
was of opinion that no man of compel 
woidd have administered it. It required 
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of judgment to discover the presence of inflamma- 
tion, as it did in most internal diseases; but any 
person of competent skill, seeing the deceased on 
the Saturday, must have known that he was 
labouring under some destructive mischief to a vital 
organ, and that in such case it was highly improper 
to continue the previous course of medicine. If 
the medicines of which he had heard, had been 
administered in the quantities described, they would 
be quite sufficient to account for death. He could 
name no medicine, the good effects of which were 
increased in proportion to the increased quantity 
taken. 

In answer to the court. Dr. Roberts said there 
was no medicine of which too large a dose might 
not be given. It was unfair to judge of the effects 
of medicine where the whole quantity prescribed 
was not administered. "To tell Croot under such 
circumstances that the full quantity had been taken 
would be. likely to mislead him, and induce him to 
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Notwithstanding that he was represented by a 
professional gentleman of the reputation of Sir 
Frederick Pollock, not the least strange part of 
Uiis extraordinary case — to ourselves at least, is 
Uie fact, that the prisoner was permitted to read 
a long defence which he had committed to paper; 
while a revelation was made by the witnesses called 
in support of his case which will, we believe, 
prove both novel and astonishing to the majority 
of our readers. 

John Moi^gan, a stone-mason, said he knew 
White's pills. "He was ill about thr6e years ago 
when he first began taking thenu He commenced 
with three, and increased them up to fifteen a 
night. He continued taking them for ten months. 
He had taken thirty at night, and thirty in the 
morning, for as long aa four days together. After 
that, he reduced the number to twenty at nighty 
and twenty in the morning. In twenty days he 
had taken one thousand pills, or fifty a day. He 
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found gre«t benefit froiD them, but oever 
or indeed baldly any, aotil he bad taken 
dows, which be did by the prisoDej-'s adi 
health was now reatored. The prisoner toi 
for the benefits he had conferred upon t 
crDss-exuninatlon, it was e)icit«d that I 
plaint under wluctt this witness had sufi^ 
"a gentni debility." 

The revelations of Richard Cramp, Ui 
the Harp Tavern, Harp Lane, Tliames Str 
of a still more astonishing character. This 
witness, accoitiing to his own account, h 
afflicted "with the scurvy and fistula," i 
taken mediiHoes ondcr tbe advice of a 
witboat danving the slightest benefit. In 
moment be began taking White's pills, con 
with the infiniteaimal dose of five. Their I 
»(r«cl was such that be was encouraged to 
and he proceeded accordingly, and foun 
titkfVtt furty a 'i^y (that is to say, twent 
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and morning), that they were doing him incalcul- 
able good. He knew this was the fact, because 
when he reduced the doses, '^he invariably became 
ill again." He consulted the prisoner, and the 
result was that he took by his advice "one hundred 
piUs in one day, aiid frequently ninety in one 
day.*' This terrific cannonade drove away of course 
scurvy — ^fistula — every possible or impossible ail- 
ment» and he was now in a state of the most 
perfect health. We might have forgiven a witness 
who admitted that he took pills by the hundred 
a day but for the statement with which he conr 
eluded his evidence. He said, '' his wife and children 
took the pills and " (strange to say) " were benefited 
by them." 

The wonders went on increasing with the appear- 
ance of each firesh witness. Janet Peregrine swore 
that she had been seriously ill, and had taken as 
many as a hundred and twelve pills in one day 
notwithstanding which, she ''could eat her break- 
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fast and -work hard all day aftervarda ' 
suffering any inconvenience. She was noi 
and well." Upwards of ihirty other persona 
them "a surgeon "(I) a clergyman, — person 
dassea in fact came forward, and asserted tb 
had been atflicted with gout, rheumatism, 
scurvy, and all manner of disorders, and bi 
and all been cured by taking "White's pi^ 
having sought relief in vain from the preao 
of qualified medical men. They swore to 
tbey generally found relief from taking 
quantities at a time. One enthusiastic 
avowed that he had taken a hundred in 1 
four hours, whilst another shone pre-em 
aViove his fellows by having swallowed 
thousand (for which he had paid only £22) 
short space of two years. Whatever migh 
been the value of the evidence of persons 
intellectual standard, it certainly exoneratf 
prisoner from all suspicion of mere mei 
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motives: Uiey all agreed in saying that he made 
no charge against them either for attendance or 
advice. Probably, the quantity of pills which these 
stupid people were prepared to swallow, amply 
paid him for his professional servicea The counsel 
for the prisoner said he had upwards of forty other 
witnesses, but 'thought it unnecessary to call 
them/' an opinion in which the jury and the 
learned judge gaspingly coincided. 

Mr. Justice Pattison said all that was left for 
him to say after these astounding revelations, and 
concluded his summing up by advising the jury, 
that it was, under all the circumstances, a ques- 
tion for their consideration, whether upon the facts 
disclosed by the evidence on both sides, the prisoner 
was or was not guilty of the offence imputed to 
him. The jury after a consultation of a few 
minutes, expressed their wish to retire. In twenty 
minutes' time they returned into court, and pro- 
nounced a verdict of guilty, but recommended the 
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tally very strong — appear to have been willing to 
come forward and testify, that the benefit they 
derived was in proportion to the quantities taken. 
Like all quacks, ignorant of the properties, physio- 
logical effects, and therapeutics of medicines, " Doctor" 
Croct relied upon his experience, represented by 
the eighty persons with cast-iron stomachs, each of 
whom (if his or her testimony is to be believed) 
was capable of swallowing, without injury, drastic 
physic in quantities which would have slaughtered 
a hippopotamus. Few will be inclined to pity him ; 
and any allowance we might be disposed to make 
on account of his ignorance is withdrawn, when we 
remember that he tried to pass himself off as a 
qualified practitioner, as soon as his ignorant pre- 
tence to a knowledge of the art of healing had led 
him into serious trouble. Possibly his experience 
may have made him more cautious, and in this 
sense, but in no other, may have done him good. 
It is one of the peculiarities of ignorance that it 
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remains itnoonvinced to the end of the cha 
possibly to the day of his death, Richa 
in fipit« of the melancholy ending of poa 
Jrthn Wright, sang (probably in more 
tonef<) the praises of a remedy, which in 
nent "cured all diseases, and did a gt 
of good." 
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CHAPTER XII. 

THE QUACKEBY OF AMERICAN SPIRITUALISM. 

d~N one of Gillray's happiest caricatures, (published 
on the 11th of November, 1801,) he deals an 
admirable blow at the swinish habits of our great- 
grandfieithers. A year or two before, there had come 
over from Connecticut, an impudent hump-backed 
impostor calling himself "Dr. Perkins," who pro- 
fessed to cure inflammatory diseases by means of 
his ''metallic tractors," an early development of that 
most profitable of all quack inventions — ^" mag- 
netism." The reputed discovery made (as all these 
worthle&s discoveries do make) a great sensation at 
starting ; the public were advertised that they could 
be supplied with " Perkins's patent Tractors " at five 
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widely different class, who regard the world — more 
especially the world of England — as their "oyster" 
which, notwithstanding the clumsiness of the oper- 
ators and the transparent flimsiness of fcheir preten- 
sions, they manage to open with a success which is 
rather more than wonderful. Some of our " American 
Cousins/' as they are oftentimes termed, apparently 
on the ground that they are so unlike ourselves, 
indulge, it must be admitted, in singular vagaries. 
The late ^r. Hepworth Dixon and the late Artemus 
Ward have told us of the "Spiritual Wives" — of 
the objectionable people called "Mormons" — of the 
odd people termed " Shakers " — of the other peculiar 
and innumerable moral monstrosities, who find room 
in America to air their extraordinaiy doctrines. 
Happily, we have no place for extravagancies of 
this kind in England ; and although the strange 
folk who call themselves the " Salvation Army " 
have succeeded in effecting a temporary lodgment, 
common sense will in the end prevail ; and even 
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nu«r tli«ir uuedacAted dopes begin to 
selves wbether they shall be marched 
heareo b; 'G^ienl Booth," at the head 
and drum band. Foremost, however, f 
eccentricities of American " CivUizat 
may name Spiriiualism, a trade i 
which, aa we diall e&deavoor to pro' 
at tho vety apex of brazen and 
c^uackery. 

When an American "medium" of very 
tellectual powers, conspiied with discialiod 
to extract a tnlie of f>oiiii' tiling like Siixly 
jioudJm out of tlie pocket of a silly Eiigl 
iitiiit to be entrusted with a thousaudtL 
the money, the general imiiressiou prodii 
the minds of unbelievers was that the coi 
whetlier embodied or disembodied, were s 
audacious in their operations. Tliis ease, 
with tbo fact that two or three other clui 
jiiivra i;i>t into trouble, by practising u 
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credulity of their dupes, had an unfortunate effect 
upon the fortunes of *' Spiritualism" in England. 
Unbelievers made up their minds that American. 
^Spiritualists,'' men and women, were a set of 
clumsy knaves, a conclusion which appears to us 
too sweeping to be altogether just or correct. If 
there are — as we know there are — Spiritualists who 
are little better than swindlers, there are, on the 
other hand, American women and even American 
men who place unlimited faith in what they are 
pleased to term the truths of Spiritualism. Expe- 
rience has shown us that human credulity is 
prepared to swallow, at the hands of unlearned and 
unskilful teachers, delusions of the most extravagant 
character. It seems to us, therefore, less important 
to inquire why this should be the case, than to 
demonstrate by reference to one of their own 
authorities, the extravagance and absurdity of the 
doctrines in which these ignorant persons ask us 

to believe. 
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The education and training of an American female 
of the class to which Mrs. Fletcher belongs, differs 
altogether from anything which is known to us in 
this country. The parents of Mrs. Fletcher were 
Baptists, and the father a "believer" in Spiritualism. 
She tells us that at one of the stances at which 
she was present — then a child of twelve years old, 
her "body became possessed by, or came under the 
control of an Indian Spirit." Ima^ne any English 
parent encouraging in the growing mind of his 
child, a delusion at once so degrading and so 
terrible! It appears that this mentally unhealthy 
fEtmily were then living in a part of Massachusetts 
which had at one time been inhabited by North 
American Indians, and the " poor little body " of 
our informant "was taken possession of, greatly 
against her will, by fierce Indian warrior chiefs." 
Three years afterwards, the child Susan was married 
to a man named Willis^ son of her father's "first 
medium;" her first child being bom when she was 
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until such time as her mind had recovered from 
the unwholesome influences to which it had been 
subjected from infSEUicy. 

We are not surprised to learn that a marriage 
contracted under such circumstances should prove 
an unhappy one. The "medium" Willis, developed 
in the course of four years into an irreclaimable 
and immoral sot. Oar informant tells us the 
result with all the insoiunance of a woman who 
had received the training we have attempted to 
describe. "After an illness of seventeen weeks 
caused/' she says, ''by my husband's misconduct, I 
felt compelled to sue for a divorce, and after a 
season obtained my legal emancipation." There was 
no necessity of course for telling us the cause of 
her divorce; and we repeat it for the purpose only 
of showing ihe uneducated dass of women from 
which American spiritualistic "mediums" are often 
recruited. The removal of Willis makes room for 
the appearance of her second husband, John William 
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Fletcher, a male "medium," as we shall I 
ungular power and ability. 

It is the custom of the Spiritualists ia 
••caiDp-nieetingB" every summer in many pa 
America, in imitation of the so-called rel 
camp-meetiDgs, so amusingly ridiculed, great 
the mortiBcation of our American friends, b 
lat« Mrs. Trollope. Some beautiful grove 
river, lake, the sea, or the mountain-side is se! 
wLere tents or temporary builJings are run U] 
some spots which are favourite localities for 
prolonged pic-nics, hotels have been built ft 
accoiiiniodation of the numerous visitors. "Med 
assemble from all parts; si^aitccs are held i 
tents; "the grove resounds with singing; and 
are lectui'es, trance-ad dresses," etc., at fiscc 
stated hours. At one of the canip-meetin 
which the ex-Mrs. Willis took part, she tells u 
John William Fletcher was "a favourite ni 
and speaker." Although she was at that 
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engaged to a man, "whose practical mind might 
have exercised a beneficial influence upon her own 
she renewed her acquaintance "with Fletcher, 
" wandered with him into a quiet and secluded 
grotto, where the medium became [conveniently] 
controlled by his spirit guide, Winona'* American 
spirits are afflicted be it observed with a chronic 
contempt for Lindley Murray. The "spirit guide" 
(speaking of course through the clairvoyant "me- 
dium " )y assured the credulous creature that she 
would never marry the man to whom she was then 
engaged. The reason the spirit assigned was, that 
her sensible affi/inci "will try to compel you to 
break oflT your work for Spiritualism. You will 
not consent. Tou will marry a medium." On being 
requested to describe the medium she was destined 
to marry, the spirit, still speaking through the 
clairvoyant Fletcher, very accurately described that 
innocent and unconscious individual ''You will 
marry him," the spirit continued with impressive 
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wiih his young wife and his spiritufil stock-in- 
trade. At Mount Pleasant, near Boston, Mrs. 
Fletcher was favoured with the visit of an ancient 
"Egyptian spirit^ venerable and wise," who pre- 
dicted (among other interesting matters) that the 
p^ir would cross the Atlantia The Egyptian con- 
cluded his prophecy in the following impressive 
words: — "Beware, the day of your trial [referring 
possibly to the Central Criminal Court] will be [sic] 
at hand. From this time for two years will be 
the crisis of your life, and your whole future will 
depend on the trust you place in us [spirits — 
Egyptian, Indian, or otherwise], your fidelity to us, 
and your courage. You will be publicly disgraced; 
you will be imprisoned for the truth's sajke; but 
do not &lter. Bemember always that Qod under- 
stands^ and that even in this world your rights 
will be restored, and your characters vindicated." 
It is remarkable that in all their private mani- 
festations the ''spirits," whether Bed Indian, 
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yptian, Coptic, or Chinese, 
EDglish, English that is to say of a die 
uneducated character, and with a pronouncec 
I intonation. 

The mode in which the " crisis" manifest 
unfolded itoelf may be very shortly glanced i 
England, unfortunately for themselves, the pa 
with a lady — one of those impressionable ] 
without whose patronage the spiritual pro 
would long since have retired from buaineBa 
was not only a regular attendant on their s 
but she came ultimately to reside with then 
if the statement of Mrs. Fletcher is to be be 
forced herself upon their domestic society, 
is no doubt that they exercised great infiaenc 
her; and according to her sworn teetimon] 
wan induced under the direction or with the o 
of her dead mother (as she supposed) cos 
to her through the medium of the entranoed 
■William, to give up to them certain valuable , 
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and property for the exclusive benefit of Miu 
Fletcher. The account given by the latter of this 
transaction is laboured and entirely unsatisfactory. 
According to her statement she acted simply as a 
sort of trustee for the prosecutrix, holding the 
property on her behalf, to be given up to her on 
demand; but she admits, nevertheless, the prepara- 
tion of a certain ''deed of gift," which transferred 
the property unconditionally^ to herself, such deed 
being drawn up by a friend residing with them 
at the time, a Yankee lawyer, — one of these 
countless American ''Colonels," who stand in the 
eminently unmilitary republic in the proportion 
of one thousand to every "full" American private. 
A great deal more was brought out in the evidence 
than we consider it necessary or desirable to refer 
to in this place, it being our object not to attack 
the character or the actions of individuals, but to 
expose the fraud of "Spiritualism" itself. All this 
of course was unfortunate. As might have been 
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to submit to the juriBdiction of the English 
Court. 

This surrender, we are told, was made in the 
cause of "truth" — the truth that is to say of 
** Spiritualism." But the charge was a ''false pre- 
tence»'' the pretence of the pi*opert7 having been 
transferred under the direction, or at least with 
the consent of the prosecutrix's late mother — a dis- 
embodied spirit; and Mrs. Fletcher complains that 
English law did not admit on her behalf, evidence 
to prove that the disembodied spirit was actually 
present^ moving John William to convey messages 
from herself to her daughter. The prisoner found 
herself on the horns of a dilemma for which, accord- 
ing to her, English law had provided no means of 
extrication ; and she contends that the accused, 
being included in one indictment, no one or more 
of the prisoners could be called on behalf of the 
others. Assuming that they could have been so 
called — ^assuming that for that purpose they had 
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(as Utey migkt have done) to t 
separate indicUnents, what poe^ble b 
may &sk, vould the prisooers have obb 
such a course ? The accused most estab 
two thingB; either that the shade of th 
trix's mother was actually present (a difBi 
to prove to the satiBfactioii of an Engliai 
they must prove that they themuelres 
ceivod, an a'wkward admission to make 
tlie interests of Spiritualism are conc«me< 
But although the ease had terminated 
tunoe of twelve months' imprisonment 
Ubtmr, Mrs. Fletcher was by no means di 
Tito English law and the English lawyers 
;||m wliat a very serious thing it Ib t 
JkMwicftn " medium " into an English pri^ 
Kl^iita had prepared our martyr — and 
^tvnt we do consider this strange woman 
> Ik* apprnaohing trial. "A few ai^ 
Ma, " before I was sentenced, 
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with [sic] some friends ; Mr. H. Bastian, the 
medium was one of them, and we had what is 
called a s^nce. Several spirits came and talked 
with us. One whom I have often seen and heard 
and felt, and whom I recognize as one of the 
sweetest and loveliest, wisest and best, came in 
her beautiful form, and beckoned to me to come 
near to her. I went forward and sat upon a sofa, 
when she came and put the soft white veil that 
covered her head also over mine, kissed me on both 
eyelids, and gave me some words of comfort to 
strengthen me for the coming trial." Who this 
interesting spirit might have been, Mrs. Fletcher 
most provokingly will not say. "In her earthly 
life," she tells us, ''she had experienced misfor- 
tunes • • • to which mine have been the merest 
trifles. She was maligned, imprisoned for many 
years, and then judicially murdered. I will not 
give her name; but I felt greatly honoured by her 
recognition and friendship, and hoped I should 
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xip a Baptist]. She held out a cruciiii: to me. / 
fM on my hiess, took it in my fingers, and kissed 
it It was as tangible as any I ever touched [sic]. 
Then she said, 'Tou enter under the shadow of the 
cross: yon will go out into the sunshine. Meditate 
weU upon the Passion of our Lord, for when next 
you celebrate it, your hour will have come/ " What 
all this meant, and whether it was Mary of Scot- 
land or the Lady Arabella who delivered it, we 
bave been unable to discover. 

The miracles which were vouchsafed in favour 
of this '' medium" martyr — ^this victim of the 
tyranny of Mr. Justice Hawkins and his unspiritual 
English jury — are too numerous to mention. The 
fiette of poor Mrs. Fletcher seems to have created 
quite an excitement in the world of spirits. 
Spirits hitherto debarred from communicating with 
their friends, took advantage of the opportunity to 
convey messages of comfort *to those near and dear 

to them. One day, duriug service in the Catholic 
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dreadful: ' Tlie fact that Mra. Flotck 
peoa, ink, pencil, or paper, was able 
gether and formulate this iDessage. seen 
least aatonialiing part of the interest) 
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At this stage we pause like the doubting juryman 
to ''ask a question/' which may not be considered 
altogether irrelevant. Mrs. Fletcher gives us to 
understand that the mediums perform a double 
office. In the first place, spirits manifest themselves 
only in the presence of ** Mediums ** (a &ct of very 
considerable significance); and in the next place, 
there is (as there should be) a regular spiritual 
etiquette, any breach of which is followed by 
absolute silence. The medium being called to 
''attention" by a ghostly rap, begins to mumble 
his alphabet like a "paternoster.'' The letters 
speaking the message which the spirit wishes to 
convey, are indicated by "raps;" and these letteiB 
being put together on a slate, the spiritual message 
is complete. Apparently forgetting this statement, 
Mrs. Fletcher tells us in several places that the 
spirits came and sat down beside her, kissed her, 
held out crucifixes to her, and spoke just in the 
same way that one embodied person speaks to his 
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the Atlantic, to visit John William in his American 
house of rrfage, in a moment of time. A spirit 
named '^ Ernest" transported her in a similar con- 
dition to Calcutta, to call upon some friend in the 
'' City of Palaces." On this occasion, " Ernest " got 
himself into a difficulty which seriously unsettled 
his spiritual equanimity. Disembodied ''Bertie,*' 
the familiar diminutive of Susan Willis Fletcher, 
found it so agreeable — so light — so pleasant to be 
disembodied — ^to float airily among the angels and 
the stars, that "Ernest" and his friends experienced 
the greatest possible difficulty in inducing her to 
re-enter the cast-off tenement of day. Happily, 
^ Winona '* came to the rescue, and her ** medium," 
John William. ^My inclination to reach him [i.e., 
John William], became stronger than my desire to 
go to the angels; and so my spirit glided back 
into my body, and I found myself alone in my 
cell.'' What would have become of ''Ernest" if 
this happy result . had not been attained, we 
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did not remain long in the service." Judging by 
the letter which the poor woman wrote to the 
prisoner, after her release, we are inclined to think 
that she was altogether unfitted for such a position 
of trust. 

But enough of Mrs. Susan Willis Fletcher and 
her personal history. We propose before closing 
this chapter to see something of the '' mediums/' 
and of the character, tone, and conversation of the 
BO-called '^ spirits," with whom they profess to be 
connected, or whose "messages" to their friends in 
the flesh they claim to be the recipients, the de- 
liverers, and the expounders. 

Like all quacks who lived by quackery, the 
'^ mediums* claim of course to be endowed with 
special gifts of healing conferred upon them by the 
spirits, and which they exercise in conjunction with 
their other tricks of trade. Mrs. Fletcher tells us 
in an early part of her history that^ she "got 
[^] poisoned while at school; and my voluntary 
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nerves became bo completely par&lyzed, that I could 
move only my little fingers. Medicine bad do 
effect upon me ; but my mother-in-law, who was 
a healinnf medium, mesmerized and gradually cored 
me. The mesrneiiHm or magnetism, differed from 
the usual kind in this; being a medium, she v.ias 
■under the control of some spirit; and ii was tt« 
controlling spirit vlio really magnetized and cuvfd 
me. The cure began where movement often ends. 
It began with the power to move my toea, and in 
ft short time I liad the control of the entire 
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medical rubber was directed how to treat his 
patient. He was told to use Tnagnetized water and 
magTietized paper, and was shown how to magnetize 
them. Under thes& instructions he became a strong, 
effective magnetizer, or mesmerist; and his patient 
in a few weeks — ^I think three weeks — happily 
recovered. For three months I examined the cases 
of his patients, and gave, or rather the spirits 
gave through me, directions for their treatment." 
However preposterous the so-called " diagnosiB * and 
treatment might have been, it must be remembered 
that the patient had faiih, and where Faith lends 
her assistance, Nature, as in the case of the so- 
<salled ''Miracles" at Lourdes, often does wonders. 
It is fSedr to add (and we believe. her) that Mrs. 
Fletcher asserts that she received no compensation 
in these oases beyond ''that of being the means of 
relieving suffering, which is the best [compensation] 
of all.". The "medical rubber" to whom our infor* 
mant refers, afterwards set up in business as a 
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John William and his wUe had each a f 
they called a " spirit-cootiol,'' 
. wiiidi most not be eonTooDdeJ wi 
" spirit - leveL" Fletdier's iamilia; 
named 'Winoni^* whose os^iil aerrices vera 
fcatod amlet the Groves of Blarney, in tbe v 
va !■*• alraad/ described. Mis. Fletcher's & 
I bjr tbe name (iS " Dewdrop." The 
bo Dr. Nichols (an Engli 
JB^ Anwfirin believer in Spirittudism) 
StmaUf the Rpirit of an Indian girl, who a 
llna^ Hn. Fletcher when she is in a 
We have the authority of Nichol 
! that she is a Tivacioiu spirit. No on 
rti^tai "can Itstea or coovecse with this i 
«(tW*tl baliaving in her personality, or cred 
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her mediwm with very TnarveUavs powers;" but 
how this Indian spirit came to talk English with 
a strong American accent, Dr. Nichols does not 
think it worth his while to explain^ nor (on our 
part) do we think worth the trouble to inquire. 

If we were inclined to become a ^medium" 
which we very certainly are not, it would be only 
on account of the usefulness of the familiar. 
Mediums, by the way object to the term '^familiar," 
because it savours of witchcraft^ and witchcraft is 
an imputation to which they, or rather we should 
say Mrs. Fletcher on their behalf, specially object. 
We incline, however, to retain it, on the ground 
that it is more manageable than the clumsy un« 
authorized compound of ''spirit-control," and more 
in accord with the office which the "spirit" seems 
to hold in relation to its ''medium" or embodied 
agent. Her spiritual friendships it must be ad- 
mitted saved Mrs. Fletcher a world of trouble 
which falls to the lot of ordinary mortals like 
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ourselves. 'At sdiool" (as ve m&y we 
by a/Wt renilta) "Ui^ aared me from t 
of stady, did mj maas, wrote my exet 
nunageil'] ihat I got many pmas and sto 
bead of my class." They helped a genUemi 
not given] " to bring out an invention "— 
"a scieotific and financial aaccess," for v 
gentleman [Dame not given] rewarded Mra. 
with a Bubatantial acknowledgment, in tJi( 
a bank note of one hundred dollars. "Mr 
Vice-President of the United States," a disti 
person hitherto auknowa to nn, called 
learned John William "about his health, 
trolling spirit [through John William] gai 
diagnosis of bis case," and gave him also t 
Muid that " ho could not remain six 
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loiiger in this life, unless he retired from all active 
work." Wilson V.P. deciding not to give up woric 
died within the space of three months afterwards^ 
or as Mrs. Fletcher expresses it^ "went to test the 
realities of the world of spirits." A medium bearing 
the rare and aristocratic name of Smith, lost while 
travelling in the land of Egypt "a considerable sum 
of money in Bank of England notes.*' " Winona " 
came to his assistance, and said in her sweetly 
refined and spiritual language, "Mr. Smith, you are 
awfuUy worried about something. I know what 
it is. Tou have lost some money. Don't fret 
about it. I will find it and bring it to you." 
Winona kept her word. Smith, we are told, after 
the 8&ince went to bed, and found that the packet 
oi Bank of England notes had been stuffed "under 
his pillow" by the benevolent spirit. 

The spirits as. might have been expected took 
the astute John William under their special protec- 
tion. We are informed that in May 1877, he 
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" returned to London, where lie waa toW 
the prophets of old— that "he nanat stay 
his work." John "William took rooms in the 
neighbourhood of Southampton Row, and n( 
too well known to the English public, "< 
bread upon the waters" by giving "free se 
but the crowd that came to him soon co 
him to fix a price [of admission], "The la 
adds Mn. Fletcher, " is worthy of his hire," a 
she does not show us who it was that hire 
labourer," nor explain the precise terms of t 
tract. "They who serve the altar," mysb 
adds the admiring wife, "must live by thi 
If lawyers, doctors, and clergymen are pai 
not mediums ? " Ah 1 why not ? John 
"served the altar" which he bad set up in 
ampton Kow with excellent results. He 
London in May 1877, and nest month v 
him telegraphing to his wife the mono 
word "Gomel" "Very shortly afterwards I 
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him'' she tells lus; and the pair thenceforth "served 
the altar" — ^whatever that may mean— in partner* 
ship, at No. 2, Yemon Place, Bloomsbuiy. 

Written in defence of tbe "truths" of Spiritualism^ 
it shows the weakness of this poor woman^s mind, 
that she is quite unconscious of the grotesque light 
in which she has placed her " facts " before practical 
people. If we would seek an argument against 
the absurdity of the pretences set up by the be- 
lievers in this monstrous fetish, we need go np 
fiurther than this book. She shows us the " spirits,*' 
who can only announce their presence to and cany 
on. their conversation with outsiders by means of a 
series of clumsy "raps/' hail-fellow-well-met in the 
society of their mediums. Even in matters spiritual 
the ancient proverb would seem to hold good, and 
the language and the manners of these ethereal 
beings are by no means improved by connection 
with their embodied associates. "Dewdrop" and 
"Winona," ethereal as they were, displayed the 
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in Clerkenwell prison, Dewdrop appeared to her. 
'^You will see!*' she said, ''what kind of diffi- 
culties we spirits get into sometimes, and you must 
find out that when we can't do what we like we 
must do what we can. Come, tottle along, and we 
will have a a^ancey Had Dewdrop invited Bertie 
to join her in a pas de deux or a gaUopade de 
Fascination^ the proceedings we doubt not would 
have been spiritually en rSgle. 

Familiars of this kind as might have been ex- 
pected are capable of performing extraordinary 
tricks. A Mr. Eglinton received a missive from 
Mrs. Fletcher in the folio wing manner — we relate 
the incident, by the way, for the special behoof of 
that enterprising firm, Messrs. Spiers & Pond. 
Eglinton who was probably connected with the 
historical tournament of that name, "was gCHOg 
along the Holbom Viaduct in an omnibus, when a 
spirit voice directed him to alight, and go to some 

quiet room. He stopped the omnibus, and went 
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well prison, *' thirty feet high." " A time was ap- 
pointed to do it;" one of her friends was directed 
to wait for her at a particular place '' outside the 
wall." The friend waited an hour or thereabouts 
and then apparently went home to bed. ''Bertie" 
had refused to accept the aid of '' Ernest" (who 
had undertaken to do the floating business,) from 
conscientious motives which she thus explains to 
us : '' My warder/' she tells us, " and other prison 
officers would have got into serious trouble. War- 
ders and porters would have been dischaiged, and 
perhaps punished. They would have lost their 
pensions, and the public would have believed that 
they had been bribed to assist me to escape." 
Although we think this highly probable, we wish 
in the interest of "Ernest" and Spiritualism gene- 
rally, that the "floating" had been carried out 
in its entirety. The reason why it was not 
effected is, we need not say, most satisfactorily 
explained. 
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Among the shades who favoured Mrs. Fletcher 
with tlieir aociety, was one named "Joey," poaaibly 
the ghost of Giimaldi "of that ilk," "Joey" 
kindly consented to preside at "a birth-day 
festival," given by Mrs. Fletcher in "her own boose 
in Malvern." He "sat" we are told, "in a good 
light talking to us, and cut a birtb-day cake, and 
poured out glasses of wine, which he brought to 
each person in the room. He then in sight of ail, 
cut a gaoil slice of cake for kinwelf, and ate it. 
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and was fond of listening to the strains of a 
musical box, which he would wind for himself. 
Musical boxes appear to have been scarce in the 
region in which the spirit of "Joey" dbports itself 
when not engaged in taking the chair at "birth- 
day festivals." ''He had not heard one/' he as- 
serted, "for 80 long a time!" 

Mrs. Susan Willb Fletcher is not mad, as American 
people at least count madness.* She simply ^represents 
a class of women happily unknown in this country, 
who are brought up under conditions which are 
detrimental to the natural development of a healthily 
constituted mind. Her "all-absorbing desire/' as 
she expresses it, in writing this rubbish of nearly 
five hundred pages (a fair type of the trash which 
is permitted to issue from American presses), "is to 
serve in every way in her power the cause of 
Spiritualism/' in which cause we honestly regard 
her in some degree in the light of a martyr. 
W'h.^ther she has served that cause well or 
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